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86 Bird Species recorded Galapagos – all endemics again!        
Checklists starts on Page 15
230  species recorded Ecuador – 4 days

Leaders  Juan Carlos Calvachi, Josele J Saiz, Efren (Galapagos naturalist)

A tour of Contrasts

316 Bird Species recorded                                             Checklist starts on Page 16
86 Bird Species recorded Galapagos – all endemics seen again!        

230 Bird species recorded Ecuador – 4 days
Leaders   Juan Carlos Calvachi & Josele J Saiz  

Efren (Galapagos naturalist)

                                                                

Day 1 - September 28 
The flight from London to Madrid arrives after a short delay, but finally the group embarked on the second leg from Madrid to Quito. The flight produced good aerial views of the South American continent, flying over Venezuela, Colombia and the northern striations of the Andean mountain range, with their circular highland lakes. Arriving in Quito we cleared custom’s and then meet Juan Carlos Calvachi our local and excellent guide, also Edgar the driver of the coach. 

It was dusk as we headed across Quito to the comfortable lodge that Juan Carlos possesses in the outskirts of the city. Just one bird is registered in the whole journey through Quito, Great Thrush (my first bird in South América was a simple "turdus"). Quito is a city located at an altitude of 2.800 meters and is seated in the foothills of the powerful volcanoes that form four sides of an immense valley. In this broken valley spreads a city holding 1.6 million inhabitants. The abrupt topography of the terrain has not prevented the city from growing in all directions, occupying impossible slopes where side by side small and simple buildings rise forming immense neighbourhoods growing around the old colonial town. The urban organization is chaotic, as must be most of South Americas big cities. A little tired we arrive at Juan’s lodge El Jardín del Colibri where we enjoyed an excellent dinner and a well-deserved rest in comfortable beds.

Day 2 - September 29 
We were treated to an abundant breakfast early in the morning before dawn.   

In the gardens we can hear Vermillion Flycatcher, while several Eared Pigeon flutter in the trees.  Still dark, we take our 20 seater coach and head towards the Reserve of “Yanacocha”. We cross Quito and get sightings of both Eared Dove and Great Thrush. The omnipresent Cotopaxi volcano (5897 Mts) dressed with an extended cloudy hat is our company through our urban journey. When we arrived at Yanacocha a warm sun is waiting to accompany us during our day. Yanacocha Reserve (also called the “Inca Ditch”) is situated in a high-altitude cloud forest at 3400mts. elevation. The reserve protects 964 hectares of elfin Polylepsis Forest, which is home to many specialties but is noted primarily for its hummingbirds. Formerly the area was owned by the Quito Water Authority. In the early 1990's the land was purchased by the Jocotoco Foundation and established as a protected reserve. It is currently managed by CECIA, the Ornithological Corporation of Ecuador. 

We start our walk through the reserve slowly with a strange sensation of fatigue (as if we were 15 years older), soon we forget it as we are enjoying magnificent views of the northeast face of Pichincha volcano (4794 mts). The vegetation is exuberant with dense trees interlacing their tops, and some of the leaves were enormous. In our first stop we have the spectacle of hummingbirds entering and leaving the artificial sugar feeders that are regularly placed along the way. Species such us Tyrian Metaltail, Great Sapphirewing, Buff-winged Starfrontlet, Sapphire-vented Puffleg, Stripe-throated Hermit, and Green Violet-ear are regular suckers that enter and leave the feeders before flying to the nearest branches, dancing and showing their shining colours that  change as fast as they move. A Unicolor Tapaculo calls very insistently, while Rufous Wren is seen between the thick vegetation. Here birdwatching is a constant fight to localise the species through the dense vegetation but with patience we are able to observe White-throated and White-banded Tyrannulet, a small fast Purple-backed Thornbill settles briefly in a branch without having time to enjoy its green, white and crimson livery. Immediately after, we can see Spectacled Whitestart, then somebody points to a silhouette in the sky that is a Carunculated Caracara in fast flight crosses the horizon. A couple of Bar-bellied Woodpeckers are watched coming and going from a tree trunk, before the arrival of a Montane Woodcreeper and then a beautiful  Streaked  Tuftedcheek. One of stars of the day a Pearled Treerunner settles on a branch with enough time to scope this exquisite bird for all the group. Smoky Bush-Tyrant, and Blue-backed Conebill are located, and on the other side of the valley two Streak-throated Bush-Tyrants settle  in the dry branches of a distant tree, where both are framed in the telescope. We arrive at another “warehouse” of sugar hanging from a tree, hummingbirds such as Golden-breasted Puffleg, the gorgeous Shining Sunbeam and Purple-throated Woodstar celebrate this easy food delighting us with their fast movements. The spectacular Sword-billed Hummingbird proud of its powerful weapon, which it aims at the sky, is surely one of those must see birds. We return back through the same trail burrowed in the slope of the mountain, Hooded Mountain-Tanager, and Red-crested Cotinga catch our attention and Brown-bellied Swallow flies intermittently over the area, while a Painted Lady butterfly flutters over the flowers. 

It is just noon and the amount of birds observed is overwhelming, the sun tightens a bit so we look for some shade where we soon enjoyed an abundant and delicious lunch. The return to the main road on the way to our next base at Séptimo Paraiso Lodge is through a narrow and winding track which crosses the interesting zone of Nono Mindo. We descend the slopes of Pichincha volcano, splashed with Andean grass and fields of cattle here and there as in a typical alpine stamp. A pair of American Kestrel intermittently change their perch and are watched from the vehicle. Pat shouts   stop! stop! stop!, and puts the group on alert soon seeing two precious birds walking on the ground which are quickly identified as Andean Lapwing, without a doubt one of the stars of the day, we get down from the vehicle and enjoy these birds as Juan Carlos explains to us that this is very unusual to find this species at such a low altitude. Continuing our drive down we see several Rufous-collared Sparrows feeding on the ground, and everybody agreed in the similarity of these birds with our European Rock Bunting. We follow the course of the Alambi river winding through the dense vegetation generated by the cloud forest, and from the vehicle we get views of Black Phoebe, Glossy Black Thrush, and Orange-bellied Euphonia. Juan Carlos knows a place where   it is possible to observe the emblematic Cock-of-the-Rock, the group concentrated in silence  move forward along the track with the hope to locate one of the most sough-after birds of the tour, regretfully we are not successful although we do find Orange-bellied and Thick-billed Euphonia. Before leaving, two Plumbeous Pigeons are seen resting underneath the leaves of a tree, luckily our presence moved them enough to allow a good sighting by all party. We arrive at the famous reserve of Bellavista. Most coffee-shops in the area are excellent stops for birdwatchers as they all seem to put out bird feeders for hummingbirds and other species. Several species welcome us; a juvenile Rufous Spinetail, Russet-crowned Warbler and Montane Woodcreeper while Red-billed Parrots fly over the forest. Placidly seated we enjoy our drinks accompanied by a host of hummingbirds. In this incredible place we registered 13 different species: Tawny-bellied Hermit, Green Violet-ear, Sparkling Violet-ear, Andean Emerald, Speckled Hummingbird, Fawn-breasted Brilliant, Collared Inca, Buff-tailed Coronet, Gorgeted Sunangel, the incredible Booted Racket-Tail, one of the favourites, Violet-tailed Sylph, Purple-throated Woodstar and Tyrian Metaltail all in their hyperactive nutritional frenzy. In the gardens and before we board our vehicle a Rufous-naped Brush-Finch delights the group. It is dark when we arrive at EL Septimo Paraiso lodge so we cannot see the enchantments of this place nor even imagine what we will experience in the next days. An excellent dinner was made with local products and 5 different juices accompany the local cuisine. Time for bed in our comfortable rooms. In Spain before children go to bed we use to say something like “good dreams with the little angels”, I think in Ecuador we should say “good dreams with the little birds”, there are just so many here!  

Day 3 – September 30th 
EL Septimo Paraiso  Lodge is located in one of the numerous gorges forming the Mindo valley, unarguably a place that birdwatchers visiting Ecuador should not miss. This lodge is ideal as a headquarters for exploration of the well-known Mindo-Nambillo jungle. It is a part of the endemic Choco bio-region, which stretches from northern Ecuador to western Panama. Nowadays the lodge is owned by an Ecuadorian couple: the former owner divorced from an Italian tourist and a local birding guide, both are exceedingly nice hosts. The lodge is exquisitely built in the traditional style, well integrated into the environment and has an excellent accommodation service, comfortable and beautiful rooms, excellent food and a never ending bird list. 

After an early breakfast we were ready to squeeze in as much of the day as possible. It started cloudy and overcast, quite typical for the area. The first bird is an early riser House Wren, this little bird keeps on singing on the top of the lodge. It is odd that its singing is quite similar in tone to the European Winter Wren. In front of the entrance door, many feeders are already crammed with hummingbirds such as Rufous-tailed Hummingbird, Purple-Bibbed White tip, Empress Brilliant, Velvet Purple Coronet and Brown Inca.

In the gardens the day starts with a Tropical Kingbird. Around the swimming pool one of the many magic moments of the tour was about to begin, a mixed flock granting us neither respite nor time to assimilate, another appeared even prettier that the latter and so on… Flame-faced Tanager, followed by Blue-grey, Swallow, Golden and Beryl-spangled were the “appetizer”. A bit further several Golden-headed Quetzal were moving among the trees. The first birds of prey; two Black Vultures came into view and while we were enjoying this high bird diversity, we continued with  Ecuadorian Thrush, Black-winged Saltator, two Ruddy Pigeon, Golden-crowned and Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Blue-necked Tanager, and then a Red-tailed Squirrel appeared briefly to the delight of those who could catch a glimpse of it. The magic of birds and birding continued…….. 

Cinnamon Becard, Beryl-spangled Tanager, Roadside Hawk flying above us, Metallic-green Tanager, the first Red-eyed Vireos, and a female Black-and-white Becard. Over the swimming pool several Southern Rough-winged Swallows were trying to get some water, while in the sky the first Turkey Vulture appeared and huge White-collared Swifts were seen. 

Good views were had of a Squirrel Cuckoo which Juan helped people locate with the use of his laser pen. Juan Carlos then asks us to look through his telescope and shows us a Common Potoo on its daytime roost looking amazingly like the extension of the tree trunk.

By 8.00am we had observed over 50 bird species, so happy with our tally we continued on our walk. After just 300 metres, Edgar informs us that one of the garden caretakers has found a coiled up snake in a state of lethargy, in the pool’s edge under the fallen leaves, right where we had spent the first hours of the day. There are many people gathering around the mysterious serpent, dark-grey and with dotted scales, arousing all sorts of speculation about its identification. Although laying still it was not very wise to approach to closely. The snake turns out to be either a highly venomous young “Bushmaster”, or a “Small-eyed Lancehead” at 1.30m long, it is one of those species that deserves a lot of respect and should be left well alone. With the pleasant feeling of having enjoyed a unique experience, we get on the bus and head for the Parque Tropicale reserve, a centre for the protection of hummingbirds, with numerous bird feeders. The feeders are so near the visitors that you feel you could pick up the birds with your hands. In this wonderful place, we have the opportunity to observe new species such as White-necked Jacobin, Brown Violet-ear, Green Crowned Woodnymph and several Rufous-tailed Hummingbirds. For the first time, we see a feeder for different birds consisting of a small platform with fruit, mostly bananas, that feeds species such as Orange-bellied Euphonia, Golden-necked Tanager, several Blue-winged Mountain Tanager, Black-and-white Warbler, Rufous-winged Tyrannulet  and the plentiful Bananquit. As we leave a Smoke-coloured Pewee perched on top of a tree waves us farewell.  

It is raining persistently and we stop at another café specialised in feeding birds. Here we find a White-Necked Jacobin, one of the several North American migrants of the tour an Eastern Kingbird, and several Red-billed Parrots  on the crown of a tree. 

Birds keep arriving to the feeders: Gray-headed Tanager, Buff-throated Saltator, Variable and
Yellow-bellied Seedeater, Bay-headed Tanager and Palm Tanager. Part of the group has gone out to the garden where they locate both Ecuadorian Thrush and a Social Flycatcher.

We decide to stop in the small town of Mindo, whose main street is full of shops. We take 20 minutes to buy postcards, make phone calls and so on. Some of the group heads for the nearby park and locate a very trusting Pacific Hornero which is seen leaping from bench to bench.

It stops raining and we head for the Nambillo river, where we are going to try to locate the impressive Lyre-tailed Nightjar at nightfall. We stop at the river and immediately we find a Torrent Tyrannulet in the riverbed hopping on and off the pebbles as though it was a “cinclus”. We were ready to put an end to our exploration of the riverbed when a quick, missile-like shadow crosses over our heads and disappears in the vegetation. A Bat Falcon had parted our hair, but only five people in the group managed to actually “see” it. Before getting on the bus, a Snowy Egret’s white shape flies cross the river slowly and majestically. We eventually get to our destination to locate the nightjar. It has rained and the atmosphere is wet. Night falls slowly and the last daylight fades away behind the trees. In the distance, the Common Potoo and Mottled Owl’s calls can be heard, and a fast Rufous-bellied Nighthawk comes across the path. The group, well directed by the guides and in absolute silence, scans the surroundings in search of the target bird, yet the only thing coming out from the woods is the luminous sparkles from displaying glow-worms, dancing in the air, the scene is amazing, time has stopped and the light rain falling from all over wraps the group transforming the surroundings in a surrealist enchanted forest. We decide to stop and return to our base, but we still hadn’t topped it all. With the aid of his torch, Juan Carlos locates a Common Potoo on a dry trunk, and a female Lyre-tailed Nightjar in the hollow of a wall, where we place the scopes appropriately. This UNBELIEVABLE day ends with the deep sparkle in the nightjars luminous red eyes. A good and abundant diner at El Septimo Paraiso puts an end to one of the most exciting days ever in my 48-year life. 

Day 4 - October 1st 

Remembering the previous day, we get up, have breakfast and get ready for another intense birdwatching day, starting off at a nice reserve. Along the way we see numerous farms and fruit tree plantations, mainly bananas which seem to be the base of the local economy. Deep down in a valley a great colony of Cattle Egret leave their roost and many Black and Turkey Vultures patrol the sky at low altitude. Juan Carlos leaps to his feet from his seat and asks Edgar to stop. Two enormous birds come out from a tree crossing over the small valley stopping on a dry trunk. Juan Carlos identifies them as Lineated and Guayaquil Woodpeckers. We locate the Lineated Woodpecker in the distance. The group stares at the beauty of this species which is easily identifiable due to its white face band crossing its cheek.. Moving through a tree a Pacific Hornero delights the group and several Tropical Kingbirds are perched on the fences. On our way, we locate a Variable Seedeater, a Scrub Blackbird and several Masked Water-Tyrants seen jumping to the ground to capture some insects. Somebody remarks quite reasonably that they are very similar to our European Wheatears. Further on we see a Roadside Hawk, several Yellow-bellied-Seedeaters  and a  Purple-rumped Cacique, with its beautiful blue eye set in its black head like a jewel. We make a stop at a river, where our first species is a Buff-rumped Warbler followed by a singing Bay Wren which was impossible to find. Josele comes across one of the jewels of the day in his telescope: an animal that turns out to be a Basilisc lizard  Basiliscus basiliscos. (A well known reptile famous for running on the water). It creeps along the riverbed between the dead vegetation, where its camouflage makes it is difficult to locate; finally all party get good views. Just before going across the bridge a monotone and insistent “peeeEEEE" ,
"peeeEEEE", "peeeEEEE” draws Juan Carlos’ attention. He immediately says Rufous-tailed Jacamar and everyone is alert as we tried to find it in the thick vegetation of the riverbank. More than 20 minutes passed before one of the guides scream very excitedly: “I’ve got it, I’ve got it”. From a muddy terrace, in the bushes, this beautiful could be seen and was enjoyed by everyone. Two Pale-mandible Aracari come out from the thick vegetation and delighted us as they hopped along some branches.  

At last we arrive at the reserve. It was a little cloudy, but our arrival was greeted by a male Lineated Woodpecker sitting on a mast as if it was a flag. The light was not good but it did allow  good opportunities to the “digiscopers”. We get on to a 25-metre-high platform from where you can look out over the reserve. Birds slowly appear including Variable, Lesson’s Seedeater and Lesser Seed Finch. Several members of the group have already left the platform and are busy searching for butterflies and flowers in the surroundings. An astonishing Choco Toucan poses for the group on a nearby tree, while a Grey-rumped Swift flies timidly over us. After some time doing nothing, all of a sudden action is brewing in a small group of trees where leaf sheaths hang down and attract birds. In a very few moments we can find White-shouldered Tanager, two Ruddy Pigeons and the scarce Grey-and-Gold Tanager. We leave the platform and take a walk in the lush vegetation of the reserve. It is a chaotic rainforest full of very tall intertwined trees forming a dome which hides the sky, there are roots which have fallen to the ground and vegetation of gigantic leaves, branches and trunks where beautiful mushroom bunches are flourishing. Coming out of nowhere (of the forest, actually), a never ending row of leaf-cutter ants are watched carrying pieces of leaves and taking them to some mysterious anthill. The only noise that breaks the silence of the place is ours. When arriving at the deepest part of the gorge, we arrive at a little stream which crosses over the path where birds have decided to gather. In a moment, Juan Carlos begins masterly recognizing the birds that can be found under that dark mantle of vegetation. We manage to see a shy Purple Honeycreeper, Golden-hooded Tanager, Boat-billed Flycatcher and a couple of Wedge-billed Woodcreepers which move sidewards and perch very nearby, allowing excellent views. A distinctive whistle gives away a cracking Orange-billed Sparrow leaping from branch to branch, and two Plain Xenops and a female Plain Antvireo complete our magic moment in the valley’s depths. Coming back to the car park, we take another path that closes the circuit giving us the opportunity to increase the day list with species such as Dot-winged Antwren, and an amazing pair of Rufous Motmot. Juan Carlos locates a difficult to see Western White-tailed Trogon, with its blue, yellow and white combination of plumage. The day is becoming clearer as the sun shines through the clouds. We head to the river-bed to have lunch. On our way we find a Golden-Olive Woodpecker, and a young Striated Heron flies off when we pass through landing on the opposite bank. While we enjoy taking a succulent picnic a White-bearded-Manakin is reluctant to show his peculiar black and white design. Meanwhile, a Social Flycatcher and a Variable Seedeater appear through the reeds. We set off to our last destination: the bustling town of San Miguel de los Bancos, home of the Rio Blanco Mirador Café. This café has one of the best views over the rainforest in Mindo valley. On our way, we see some Pacific Parrotlets, Sooty-headed Tyrannulet and Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher. The café is situated on the top of one of the steep and high slopes that the Mindo river has formed by flowing down the valley. From its terrace, there is a spectacular view with the river running over several kilometres and the jungle covering the horizon. Under the terrace, a well looked after allotment and orchard complemented with several impressive trees holds numerous bird feeders with fruits. The number of birds here recorded and the chances to take some good pictures of them, made the visit to this café one of the best moments of the tour. The feeders are visited by tanagers of different species in an endless procession. From the terrace we can observe a Southern-beardless Tyrannulet while two Slaty Spinetail flutter around the garden ground seeking material to built their nest, which we locate under a small fruit tree. Two Black-striped Sparrows show well and we locate Cinnamon Becard and Tropical Parula, while a group of ten Mountain Parakeets fly across the valley. In the feeders, we could enjoy the presence of Flame-throated, Silver-throated, Blue-necked and Bay-Headed Tanagers, as well as a spectacular and colourful female Red-headed Barbet and a Black-cheeked Woodpecker. We thank the place’s owner and get in our vehicle. The way back home seems long, however we have good memories from this exceptional birdwatching day in one the best and most famous areas in Ecuador. We arrive El Septimo Paraiso where hummingbirds are, as usual, at the feeders. From the top of the forest a distinctive and noisy bird call is coming out. This bird turns out to be the rare Wattled Guan which erects its head, showing its yellow “pendulum” dangling from its throat, a strange bird indeed.  As usual, we have a tasty dinner and go to sleep ready for an early start the next day.

Day 5 – October 2nd. 
Early in the morning, at 4 am, we get up, take a quick coffee and are ready for one of the most exciting birdwatching experiences in South America. It is the Cock-of-the-Rock day: Night is not over when we begin walking along a track. Twenty minutes later, we come into the reserve, where a family of local peasants consisting of three brothers has gone through a curious evolution process. They used to attract Antpitta to hunt and eat them. Now, thanks to eco-tourism, they lure them to be seen by an ever increasing number of birdwatchers. This property, which has many fruit trees in the northern part keeps a major patch of virgin rainforest on one of the hillsides. The fact that the terrain is steep and it can’t be exploited for agriculture has kept this spot unchanged and well conserved. Here, we can find many species of which the Cock-of-the-Rock and several antpitta are the targets. It is still dark when we cross over the fruit trees and come across a track which is secured by ropes on one side. The Cock-of-the-Rock usually visits the lek early everyday where they display in small groups. Here the population is formed by eight males, two youngsters and four females. As we descend a Rufescent Screech Owl can be heard in the distance, before we arrive at a point where the birds are making their noisy display. Through the vegetation, high pitch sounds, like a pig being killed, can be heard. As an act of provocation, several Cock-of-the-Rock jump through the branches in a chaotic dance to show their power. They move so much so it is hard to see them. When they are not screeching, they stop to lean their bodies back and show that rounded crest, they have almost no beak and an intense red matching the black and white of their wings. Without doubt a jewel of design and beauty. The sound and colour show lasts ten minutes, and then it is all quiet as silence takes over. The group comes out from the hide and gets ready to visit the reserve. A horizontal track led us to the edge of the forest before coming back through the same steep slope. Josele stays with Jacky, who is a bit tired. Nevertheless, before getting to a simple bench, an elusive and silent antpitta comes down the track, I can’t believe my eyes, it is really an antpitta coming out the forest like a thrush. I am even more impressed when one of the Paz brothers walks down with a recipient on his hand saying “Willy, Willy, come on, eat, come on, eat”. He asks us to wait a minute because Willy is a very shy bird. He has a hand full of worms for the birds lunch and everyone is advised about it as the show begins. Like in a circus, Mr. Paz calls his group of trained antpittas, throwing worms at them. He put some of the worms into a cut trunk where the restless bird climbed up like a lion and took his deserved reward. Everyone enjoyed the performance by a pair of Yellow-breasted Antpitta called “Willy” and “Esmeralda” and a Moustached Antpitta named “Flor” (flower), whose spouse “Roseta”, was away incubating her eggs. The group then sets off for a walk in the forest, Juan Carlos locates a male Powerful Woodpecker which was shortly joined by the female. A Common Potoo sunbathes without fear on its favourite perch at the end of a dry trunk, and then one of the Paz brothers approaches and informs us that the show goes on with its second part a Giant Antpitta which has been seen in the area and also has been recorded by an American production company. To attend the show we must go downhill so not everyone from the group comes. Right after we arrive, Mr. Paz asks us to wait because he has run out of worms and needs more. He disappears at the twist of the track and not very far away, we can hear him banging on a trunk like a woodpecker. Some minutes later, he appears along with the result of his search, it is a long worm taken from the trunk and conveniently chopped into pieces. It will be the “stars” meal. The second show starts like the first as the first sunrays point to the bird, this time the star’s name is Maria. Come on, come on, "mariaaaa" come, come ,come "mariaaaa" come, come, come. After some minutes, “Maria” appears not far in the trail (about 15 metres), making no noise at all. It is a Giant Antpitta, the bird does not dare to approach but the ringmaster throws some worms which entice the bird to jump up onto the pedestal, where most of the worms actually were. Consequently, Maria climbs up, picks and eats every piece then it disappears into the vegetation. Striking, Maria has changed its fate: it is not something to be cooked any more, now she is one of the most photographed “stars” in Ecuador. GOOD LUCK. We have breakfast at the reserve testing some local products. After a short break the party head for El Septimo Paraiso  to pick up our luggage up and have lunch. We give to El Septimo Paraiso staff the obliging farewell and immediately after head off to Bellavista reserve. On our way we see a pair of White-throated Quail-Dove. At the arrival, right after getting off the bus we watch a dozen Red-billed Parrots, right over our heads two Green-and-black Fruiteater lean out through the tree leaves, while two Plate-billed Mountain-Toucans claim their territory in the distance. With the onset of rain we set off walking, but there are as many species beside the road that see us overwhelmed. These species include Buff-tailed Coronet, two Strong-billed Woodcreepers, a conspicuous Azara’s Spinetail that moved through the vegetation, the unique White-tailed Tyrannulet, and Russet-crowned Warbler. We keep on our walk when a Sickle-winged Guan comes out from a tree and alights not very far away allowing us to enjoy good views. Suddenly another star bird appears under some branches and we manage to focus and enjoy a good-looking Toucan Barbet. Two Western Hemispingus, a Blue-capped Tanager and several Rufous-naped Brush-Finch were watched for a while, and a beautiful Crimson-mantle Woodpecker landed close to the group. A few minutes later Juan Carlos points out that he has heard an Ocellated Tapaculo (Tapaculo in Spanish means ass cover, funny name for a bird family!…) We walk downhill a little bit and stopped silently by the crossroads where the bird was singing persistently. The entire group is silent in concentration, which I must thank all the participants for as this contributed to a wonderful atmosphere. We hear the tapaculo answering to the tape. It is really, really, nearby, but we do not find it, and silence comes again, and next time the bird calls it is really far. I am under the impression that the bird has seen us so it has decided to leave. Behind us, a Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan arrives; It reminds us of a psychedelic 60s-painter’s dream, seeing its multicolour design. Every colour in this bird is attractive. It flies over our heads delighting the digiscopers, who seize the opportunity. Bellavista has made honour to its reputation of being one of the best places for birdwatching in Ecuador We leave the area heading for El Jardín del Colibri  where we will spend our last night before our next destination to the Galapagos Islands. In the lodge we enjoy the last species of the day, which include a bright Southern Yellow Grosbeak, seen by some members of the group, the funny Cinereous Conebill and the good-looking Rufous-collared Sparrow, the most homely of them all. Juan Carlos’ wife cooks us an excellent dinner before we hop into bed to dream.

Day 6 – October 3rd

This morning we get up early, have a big breakfast and leave for the airport. We depart from Quito in a clean and well-cared plane, and after a brief stop in Guayaquil we arrive in the Galápagos, on  Baltra Island, site of the National Parks main airport and former American World War II base. We go through the usual customs formalities and right after leaving the airport we come across our first endemic species, a group of Small Ground Finch which were feeding alongside some Medium Ground Finch. We then catch the bus to Baltra harbour, where our first class yacht, named the San José I is waiting for us. Before getting onto the zodiacs we experienced the sensation of being in Galapagos and enjoyed its first sample of the wildlife. Lava Gull, Galapagos Dove, Lava Lizard, a Brown Pelican resting on a rock, and several Common Noddies flying low over the water, while the Pacific’s bright sun lights up the volcanic slopes of the island. As soon as we boarded our yacht and before making ourselves comfortable we found we were hooked by the Galapagos magic. The Magnificent Frigatebird with its prehistoric look patrolled the sky, a Turnstone walks nervously amongst the nearby rocks in search of food, and several Elliot’s Storm Petrel’s approach closely to the yacht, while a Audubon’s Shearwater is spotted just outside the harbour. Once in the San Jose and after an exquisite lunch, we were introduced to Efrén, the naturalist guide that the authorities have put at our disposal. He informs us about the park rules and regulations as well as the programme for the rest of the day, where we have plans to make a little visit to the Daphne Island. As we set off we are followed by several Blue-Footed Boobies and Common Noddies in the sky and about ten Galapagos Sea Lions in the sea until we eventually get to the rocky Daphne Island. Excited, we have good views of  Red-billed Tropicbird, Nazca Booby, the spotless Swallow-tailed Gull (a unique nocturnal gull ), Lava Gull, Mangrove Warbler, many Sally Lightfoot Crabs climbing up the rocks like moon aliens, and a beautiful specimen of Striated Heron motionless on a rock waiting for some fish to approach. As we cruise along the islands coast we see our first Wedge-rumped and a Madeiran Storm Petrel. The yacht’s first zodiac landings are performed in the north of the Isla Santa Cruz, in the Tortuga Negra (Black Turtle) Cove. The zodiacs leave the party on the beach, a beautiful white colour which comes from the many tiny mollusc shells that have washed ashore over the years. A Blue-footed Booby flies low over the water, usually its underparts are white but now it shows a pretty turquoise blue, resulting from the sun reflected on the sand through the crystalline sea water. The first Marine Iguanas rest on the rocks by the sea and drag their dark bodies over the sand, their facial features giving them a comic appearance. A Great Blue Heron settles by the riverside and does not move as we pass close by, whilst three Sanderling play with the waves. A small lagoon by the mangrove where fresh and salt water come together is used as a shelter for several birds such as Semipalmated Plover, Hudsonian Whimbrel, and Short-billed Dowitcher. We also observe for the first time birds such as a female Galapagos Flycatcher, several Medium Ground Finches, an adult and a young Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Smooth-billed Ani, quite a few Galapagos Pintail, and two Greater Flamingos. A lovely sunset accompanies us on our first day in this wonderful place. We   return to the `San Jose’ for a welcome cocktail and a chance to meet the whole crew. After dinner the boat prepares to navigate across the Pacific, crossing the equator towards the northern hemisphere and bound for the Island of Genovesa.  

Day 7 - October 4th 
The day dawns bright and clear as we have breakfast and get prepared for our first visit to Genovesa Island. The zodiacs take us to the coast, where we go ashore onto the rocks before climbing the path to the upper part of the cliff. Two Wandering Tattlers and a Ruddy Turnstone fly off as arrive. We are soon absorbed into the coming and going of many birds such as Blue-Footed Booby, Swallow-tailed Gull, and the common Red-Footed Booby. The path is narrow, and there is not much space. All alone on the island we arrive at the top where several Medium Ground Finch are seen and the dark race of Short-eared Owl is found perched on a leafless tree. As we are walking through an abrupt solidified lava sea a young Short-eared Owl is seen resting in the shade, while nearby a Large Cactus Finch is watched searching for food in a huge Candelabra Cactus, which can measure up to seven metres high. This island holds the biggest colony of Wedge-rumped Storm-Petrels which fly to a fro, with Red-billed Tropicbirds, Great and Magnificent Frigatebirds, Nazca, Blue-footed and Red-Footed Boobies some of the latter also seen in the nests looking after their youngsters. This will be the only day in the tour that we will be able to observe all the three species of booby. We continued our walk and spotted a Purple Martin and several loud and agitated Galapagos Mockingbirds chasing one another amongst the trees. Juan is informed by someone from the group that there is bird on the ground with an enormous beak, it is soon identified as a Large Ground Finch. Several Sharp-beaked Ground Finches one of the smallest in the family, are also seen in the area. This bird, whose beak is characteristically pointed, breeds at high altitudes irrupting occasionally along the coast away from its nesting areas. We are living a fantastic experience in one of the oldest, smallest and lowest of the Galapagos Islands (only 64 metres high). After a tasty lunch and a brief rest, we are ready for a second visit to the island. Right after disembarking, we encounter several Swallow-tailed Gulls nesting on the water’s edge, while two Lava Gulls and several waders including Wandering Tattler and Turnstone welcome us. There is a young Striated Heron motionless on the rocks and many Sea Lions lazily stretched out on the beach here and there. In the waters of a small emerald cove, surrounded by sand and mangrove two young males chase each other while a group of females look on. Ignacio, who has gone deep into water, is threatened by one of the males, which shows him its teeth, forcing everyone in the group to move back. Some people are snorkelling, others digiscoping while most are sitting on fallen tree trunks enjoying peace in this tropical paradise. We head back to our yacht in readiness to sail to our next destination. On our sailing, our hopes are pinned on cetaceans and pelagic birds. Many Elliot’s Storm Petrel’s follow our ship, and we soon catch sight of the first Dark-rumped Petrel and some Audubon’s Shearwaters, while a few Markham’s Storm Petrel’s also put in an appearance. The ship’s food is really diverse, well-cooked and plentiful, and I must suppose that the Spanish influence has contributed to it.

Day 8 -  October 5th 

The night soon passes as we sail towards the southern hemisphere, crossing the equator line, and anchoring up just before breakfast. We had some good coffee, good fruit and good cereals, which gets us in to mood to undertake an exciting new day. We have traversed the archipelago from west to east, and now we are at Bolivar’s Channel just between the youngest and the highest islands of the archipelago; Fernandina and Isabella, the latter is the biggest of them all. Low clouds condense by the volcano slopes, creating a shadowy, yet pleasant, ambience as the sun can be an annoying companion in these latitudes. Playa Negra ( Black Beach) at Isla Isabela is our day’s first visit. The beach formed mainly for tiny black and red lava stones has a completely dark appearance which gives it its name. Our target is the scarce Mangrove Finch, with an estimated population of a few dozens pairs mainly limited to Fernandina and Isabella islands. Juan Carlos tells us that this bird breeds in the high areas of the islands, but can be spotted along the coastline once they leave these nesting areas. As we walk slowly along the beach searching for this rarity, Juan Carlos suddenly puts us on the alert as he hears a Mangrove Finch. We try to find it unsuccessfully. Further ahead a nice singing male is found and seen well by the entire group. Not far from the first one, two more of this highly prized finch are located and seen. Young Sea Lions are watched running after their mothers in anticipation of being fed. This tender scene sees an end to our visit on the black beach. Back to the San Jose for some snacks and a short siesta, after which we head for Isla Fernandina. We arrive at Punta Espinosa, an area where the red mangrove has conquered almost the whole coast. As  we arrive a lonely Blue-Footed Booby is seen sat on a black rock, which makes his namely blue feet really stand out. Once on the beach we found a Great Blue Heron, five Wandering Tattler, one Ruddy Turnstone a few Sanderling, and a group of Marine Iguanas that appeared larger than any of those we had seen before. As soon as we enter into the mangrove an adult Lava Heron is seen to fly away and a few Small Ground Finch are also located. Our walk takes place between the beach, the lava fields and the dense mangrove. The journey along the broken lava field is crammed with Lava Lizards of many designs and sizes, and a Western Galapagos Racer Snake  tries to hide from our curiosity. We arrived at the shore, the coastline is rough with many isolated rocks in the water making a good refuge for several animals, plus American Oystercatcher, ten Turnstone and another Lava Heron which stretches his neck out with an accurate lash and catches a fish which it soon gulps down. The first Galapagos Hawk appears, but the observation is short, while in the water we find three Galapagos Penguins swimming close to a few Sea Lions. Three Flightless Cormorants stand like scarecrows on the rocks and out at sea we watch Elliot’s Storm  Petrel, Magnificent and Great Frigatebird and Brown Pelican. Back to the ship and we set off bound for Urbina Bay on Isabella. En-route we see a Manta Ray jumping high out of the water, then we eventually identify our first Red-necked Phalaropes. We end up seeing lots of groups of phalaropes, as well as Dark-Rumped Petrel, Elliot’s Storm Petrel and good numbers of  Audubon’s Shearwater, Brown Noddy and  a few frigatebirds. After a super dinner, we enjoyed a quiet restful night in Urbina Bay!

Day 9 -  October 6th 

We are at Urbina bay, in front of Isla Isabela, which is the biggest of the archipelago.

The day is cloudy but with a nice temperature, a few tourist yachts stand by our side and the usual marine birds roam around the bay,  with frigatebirds being the most abundant. After breakfast we make our first excursion on land, where the dominant vegetation is Palo Santo, Palo Verde and Acacia. The star of this place is the majestic Land Iguana. On arrival, we find the usual Mockingbirds and Ground Finches who receive us with indifference. We soon locate a few Mangrove Warblers and a Galapagos Flycatcher as well as our first Small Tree Finch. As soon as we enter the barren forest we discover the first Land Iguana, with his big appearance and nice yellowish colour. We can see the holes they’ve dug for breeding, and then under a thorny vegetation a male rests calmly, eyes wide open and motionless .Back to the boat, and after lunch and a relax we navigate towards Isla Isabela to visit Punta Moreno. Two Common Tern and a few Audubon’s Shearwaters appear on our way as well as four Galapagos Penguins.  The zodiacs get us close to the rocky coast in Punta Moreno. After a short coastal walk we enter a wide lava field with its typical rounded shapes called “ha”, “ha”. The small lava cactus no taller than a few centimetres, spreads around the soil, and is the first plant able to colonize this poverty-stricken terrain. All we can see inland is solidified lava, which has an indescribable dark colour that shines with the reflection of the sun. In this huge and almost dead sea, are “dolina”- shaped depressions partially covered with water- and brimming with life and colour. The contrast between the dark colour of lava, the green of the grass, the blue of the water with its sky reflections, and the squashing pink of two Greater Flamingo dressed up between the herbs has a poetry that is difficult to describe.

A few metres away, a lonely Wilson’s Phalarope circles around pecking at the water and a Moorhen hides from us. A Lava Lizard  crosses in front of us and we find three Smooth-billed Ani’s, a few  Small Ground Finch, and a Mangrove Warbler with his nice yellow body and crimson head design.

The sea’s closest lagoon reveals another of the tour’s jewels, five White-tipped Reef Sharks occupy its lower side. In the last part of the journey, still in the rocky coastline, we find Great Blue, Galapagos and Striated Heron. We go back on board with the sensation of joy, from one of our best moments in this tour. It is not late and sailing to our next destination is scheduled, the guides inform us about the good chances to locate cetaceans and seabirds. The sea becomes a bit rough and the group spreads out inside the ship. A small valiant group stands on deck hoping to see the sea mammals. The route eastwards runs around the south western part of Isla Isabella with the attractive silhouette of the huge Cerro Azul volcano presiding the crossing. Mixed up with intermittent Dark-rumped Petrels, are hundreds of Audubon’s Shearwaters, Elliot’s Storm Petrels and thousands of Red-necked Phalaropes  flying tirelessly up and down over the ocean in a endless long line.

The sun falls down illuminating us with its warm light we say goodbye to the day with a shaky dinner “dancing between the waves”. Brave Paul!  - CHECK LIST TOMORROW.

Day 10 - October 7th 

We wake up at Puerto Villamil, south of Isla Isabella. The day is grey and it is going to rain. Here we have the first contact with the human species living on the Islands. Hundreds of Blue-footed Boobies and some Brown Pelicans have spent the night on the rocks near the port, and they now leave their roost in small groups. On the ground, two Whimbrel, a Semipalmated Plover and a Wandering Tattler are running among the rocks. A Galapagos Hawk dashes across the beach.  Our next destination is into the Sierra Negra Volcano hillsides. The journey is very interesting as we are visiting the most humid habitats of the islands for the first time. All our visits have been restricted so far to the coastal and dry areas. The trip starts by crossing Puerto Villamil, a plain village full of bars and tourist shops with no architectural taste, the brick houses are not so well designed and have no good appearance. We cross the dry area with numerous cactus forming an authentic dry forest, if you can call it that. We continue through the intermediate zone where vegetation diversifies and human traces are noticeable. There are farm houses scattered along the way and many fruit trees. From the vehicle we can identify several species including Cattle Egret, Mangrove Warbler, Galapagos Flycatcher, Medium and Small Ground Finches, two Small Tree Finch, a female Vermillion Flycatcher and several Smooth-billed Ani. It starts raining when we have achieved some height and the landscape is predominated by Escalesia trees. The mist falls over our heads, the terrain is damp and smeared. After a one-hour journey we get near the unseen volcano summit. It continues to rain, so part of the group: Pat, Paul, Jean, Eva, Kathy, Dave, Ignacio –obviously- and myself decide to return to Puerto Villamil. The rest of the group: Juan Carlos, Chris, Angela, Brian, Gordon and Bill are ready to walk to the volcano crater hoping to observe a Woodpecker Finch. They found six specimens. After an hour walking between the mist and very close to the end, the clouds disappear and their effort is rewarded by a shining sun which allows them to contemplate the majestic caldera of the Sierra Negra Volcano, with its 25-km rim at their feet. To complete the experience, two Galapagos Martins approach the group, flying under their eyes. The rest of the group walks down the trail until the rain stops. A walk on the beach full of waders, presents to us the most relevant of surprises: an unsuspecting Marbled Godwit it is a nice encounter. Several Sanderling, Wandering Tattler and Whimbrel are feeding in the sand. The beach is full of small holes used as shelter by the Ghost Crabs. After feeding, they leave small sand balls near those holes. The joyous visitors of the volcano summit then take a short walk beside the shore, there are more than a dozen Semipalmated Plovers, eight Wilson’s Phalarope and a couple of Galapagos Pintail. Back in the town, some Cactus Finch are seen perched on the power cables. At noon, all the group get together at the port where we have a drink and get back on board for lunch. On the afternoon a walk around the near Tintoreras (sharks) lagoon at Villamil Bay will allows us to enjoy the famous gathering of Sea Iguana concealed among the rocks. They are crowding one on top of another in a static orgy of motionless bodies. You cannot tell where a head begins, which leg belongs to whom, three different heads come out of a single body, etc, etc. It is funny that in such odd and uncomfortable positions these animals are so social. On the water, three White-tipped Reef Sharks are spotted, as well as two American Oystercatchers. The usual Striated Heron and Wandering Tattler are seen, alongside Nazca Boobies and two Great Egrets. On the way back, two Galapagos Penguins rest on a small rock along with two Blue-footed Boobies. The Zodiacs allow us close looks before we go back to our floating house for another varied dinner.

Day 11 - October 8th 

We wake up in Isla Española, one of the most western and lowest islands in the archipelago at just 230 metres high. The weather and the force of the sea have moulded the coast, forming rather high and abrupt cliffs, which shelter many sea birds, representing one of the biggest colonies of the islands. The day begins bright and clear, and as usual, we have breakfast early. A Galapagos Dove visits the boat before our departure to Gardner Bay, where we soon disembark and se our first Hood  Mockingbird of the tour. They await us on the beach and we can approach them so close that we do not need to use any binoculars. Many female Sea Lions  sunbathe, scattered over the white sand like ordinary tourists. The males excited, keep on drawing attention to themselves, yelling, jumping and moving through the water. A Galapagos Hawk flies over one of the wooded slopes of the coast and two Barn Swallow flying low, permanently patrol the beach. Many beautifully yellow, orange and grey Lava Lizards run around the beach, alighting on the Sea Lions, who let them remove any troublesome parasites from their bodies. The amazing Galapagos Hermit Crabs are abundant here and they seen coming in and out their mobile homes. Back for lunch and then we immediately head for Punta Suárez, where we will see the biggest concentration of sea-birds on the tour. On our way, many Pacific Green Turtles are sighted swimming in the sea. We are ALONE again, totally ALONE. It is noon and hot, but thanks to the sea-breeze our excursion is bearable. There is a steep sea cliff from the zodiacs to the island platform, where several Swallow-tailed Gulls hop around in the middle of the road. In Isla Española and Floreana we will see the only reddish mixed with black and dark green Sea Iguana. They are the biggest specimens that we have observed and are scattered around the volcanic stones side by side with Sea Lions. Hood Mockingbird, Warbler Finch and Nazca Booby. Two Magnificent Frigatebirds tirelessly chase a Red-billed Tropicbird that repeatedly yells before it eventually lands to have a break. When the tropicbird takes off, the two frigatebirds turn back and, in a violent attack, try to steal its food. This scene lasts about ten minutes, and has taken them from the land into the sea. The hundred-metre-high cliff is a constant coming and going of birds, mainly frigatebirds, the elegant tropicbird with their graceful flight, boobies and gulls. Walking over the uneven and rocky surface is rather uncomfortable, so we often stop for a time to enjoy the constant flight of birds. On this island we find one of the few colonies of Waved Albatross. Over the dry vegetation, we find three adults laying as though they were incubating. A little farther, in the shade of a leafless bush, a couple look at each other like they are in front of a mirror. They are at their most impressive in flight and like huge B-52s airplanes, they patrol the sky. We were lucky to observe about thirty birds, some on the ground some in the air. Several chicks, with their not-so-good-looking grey down, wait for their parents to come and feed them. A funny Hood Mockingbird stops on Brian’s telescope like a model ready to be photographed. We make a stop at a cliff’s edge to enjoy the wonderful sight of compressed waves forming a huge white blow. Its amazing to think that this scene is repeated regularly, forever and ever and ever. One of the most tender scenes of the tour is about to happen. On the top of a rock, there is a big nest consisting of dry leaves. Two Galapagos Hawks alighting on the nest caress each other delicately with their hooked beaks. The male, which is the smaller one, passes its beak softly through her head, and she slowly turns it in a deeply thankful gesture. Being two wild animals, it is surprising to me how tender the feeling they transmit. Our presence does nothing to  disturb the lovers. Finally, we leave the area and I am under the impression of having witnessed the best moment of the tour, or at least one of the most beautiful. 

Day 12 - October 9th 
Having sailed from Isla Española to Isla Floreana, we get up very early and in good spirits, ready to enjoy whatever may come. And what we are looking for is nothing less than a Charles Mockingbird, the bird whose habitat is the most restricted of the islands. This rare bird inhabits the small Champion Island, northeast of Floreana. Arrival to Champion Island is only permitted by sea, so the San José has carefully come to a halt right in front of its coastline. The feeble light has not yet illuminated the area of our search; luckily, there is no dense vegetation, and, as in most coastal zones, there are many cactus. On the deck, with our telescopes, we are ready to locate a bird similar to a Blackbird on the front coast. We are not wide awake when an unidentified bird has stirred under a cactus, Juan Carlos manages to fix it and yells Charles Mockingbird!! Not without difficulties, everybody succeeds in looking at it while it moves on the ground, appearing and disappearing between the creased lava and the cactus trunks. Not everybody is satisfied, so we keep on searching for another specimen, which does not take long and allows itself to be watched walking through the black lava to the seashore. Juan Carlos comments that the Charles Mockingbird has an estimated population in Champion Island of about 50 individuals, but this he doubts as he has never seen more than three specimens on the numerous visits he has made to the island. With the satisfaction of a well-done job, an inviting breakfast sets us in the mood for another exciting day.  We stop in the tiny Puerto Velasco, where a small Ecuadorian Marine base is located.  At the port we find a group of huge Marine Iguana with beautiful shades of red and white crests.  There are numerous finches, especially Small Ground Finch. A truck awaits us, and we hop in its back. We are taken, literally like cattle, through a path crossing the arid zone until we get to the damp zone with dense escalesia woods. We stop in the middle of the path, where there are many Large Cactus, Medium Ground, Vegetarian and Warbler Finches, as well as Galapagos Dove which is common here. Amongst this habitat we find the highest density of butterflies including Monarch, Galápagos Sulphur, Queen and Galápagos Blue. Also some insects like the Galápagos Ladybug draw the group’s attention. Juan Carlos starts calling for the Medium Tree Finch, with which we would complete all the Darwin Finches of the tour. Son we had two males come to a nearby tree where they were observed by the group for a long time. Mission accomplished, party returns back to Puerto Velasco, where we visit the house owned by a German family who settled in the area in 1932 and whose descendants still living there. The house has now been turned into a hotel. The development of the colonization is illustrated by a brilliant sample of antique pictures of this island, which has been renamed as “Cursed Island”.

We get back to our floating restaurant, with the usual exquisite food, and pay farewell to Floreana. On a remote beach one of the highlights of our tour to Galápagos is about to happen. We get off the boat on the rocky coast, with the usual seabirds joining us, we advance into the island and can see the first Galápagos Flycatcher and Mangrove Warbler. An enormous interior lagoon located between the slopes with leafless trees is in front of our eyes. The lava is reddish here, and its contrast with the water and the grey of the trees is something special. About twenty scattered Greater Flamingo are feeding, submerging their strange heads in the water, giving us the impression of a three-legged bird. Just a few meters in front of us, a large group of Wilson’s Phalarope flutters along with a Red-necked Phalarope, while in the water some Galápagos Pintail point their tails to the sky while feeding, and many waders wander on the shore looking for food. We can watch six Whimbrel, a Spotted Sandpiper and some Semipalmated Plovers. We continue on our walk arriving to the shore, we cannot go too deep in the water, for the fearsome Southern Sting Rays are swaying in the waves and camouflaging themselves under the sand. We are told that the bite of this fish is extremely painful. A lonesome Blue-footed Booby practices its fishing skills a few meters from the shore, it seems impossible that it does not get stuck into the sand when it throws itself in a powerful dive. Three Pacific Green Turtles stick out their heads aside of the shore, two of them are very close to each other with their heads almost touching. We all guess they are copulating. The group stirs in excitement and everyone takes position to observe another naturalist experience. The way back, following the same path, is slow as if we do not want to leave this magical place which has given us such a wonderful experience. We have dinner, and we are ready for another trip, from Floreana to Isla Santa Cruz.

Day 13 - October 10th

This morning we wake up in a bay right in front of Puerto Ayora on Isla Santa Cruz. The day looks cloudy, and we are about to achieve the tour’s objectives having observed almost all of the endemic specimens with only two species left, one of them being the elusive Galapagos Rail.  This small and secretive bird inhabits the escalesia zone, where dampness, ferns and lichens extend over the landscape like a carpet. The comfortable bus awaits us on the port and we soon head inland. Our journey goes through an intermediate zone where there are orchards, fences, farms, etc. Juan Carlos gets a brief sighting of a Dark-billed Cuckoo, so everybody gets off the bus, but bird does not show well. After an intense search, it is located, perching on the lowest branch of a tree, the bird seems to be at ease in our presence; and everyone enjoys good views. We continue our journey to the end of the route, and then we walk through a smeared path which passes near a small brook.  The ambient is cozy, with a thick silence and we can only hear the calling of a restless bird.

A fine wet mist envelopes the group and everything else. We have only about 50 metres of visibility around us, but are soon ready to locate the elusive Galapagos Rail. Our first attempts fail and we can only hear it in the distance. Everybody is focused and in great expectation. There is no wind, the silence is absolute, the only movement is that of the leaves shaken because of small drops fallen from other leaves. A quick sound breaks the silence, “chi-chi-chirroo”, betraying the bird. It is a Galapagos Rail, it sounds so close that we turn our eyes just a few centimeters away from the track, but the bird can only be briefly watched by a few in the group before disappearing like a ghost. Subsequent attempts are unsuccessful, so we leave with the satisfaction of having heard at least ten Galapagos Rails and enjoying such a beautiful place. Back on the bus we ride across part of the island, heading to El Chato lagoon, surrounded by huge trees forming an old forest in the intermediate zone. Numerous Giant Tortoises are scattered in the orchards. On our way, we detect a Paint-bellied Crake on a side of the road, but it runs quickly into the bushes, we wait for a little while, and the bird approaches timidly to cross the road and then disappears. In the middle of a dried out lake two huge Giant Tortoises feed placidly tearing off leaves which they swallow without chewing. We have our lunch here before getting back on the bus. The local guide makes a mistakes along the way and part of the group gets an extra hour of unexpected exercise, while the rest of the group explores the area while waiting and find a small group of Galapagos Pintail grooming in a nearby puddle. We spend the last part of the day in the enormous and well designed Charles Darwin Center, where we visit the gardens and see a wide variety of Darwin’s Finches, and study several sub-species of Giant Tortoise with their different and characteristic shells. Returning to the San José we saw a large group of Cattle Egrets moving to their roosting place. We have dinner and around midnight we depart to our next destination at Isla San Cristóbal.

Day 14 - October 11th
We arrive at Isla San Cristóbal, but the bad weather conditions make us change our plans and leave Lobos Island for the afternoon. After having breakfast we get ready to land on Puerto Barquerizo.  It pleasantly surprises us to find a beautiful village which has houses with a good taste in design, and clean and well arranged streets. We head to the Galapaguera, a center for the threatened Giant Tortoises breeding in captivity. A skillful maneuver of the driver manages us to get around a funeral procession and during the journey, a Galapagos Martin crosses the road above the bus, but the subsequent stop and attempt to locate it give no results. We cross the entire island, and when we arrive at the other side, a small downpour greets us. The research center is located on the northern side of the island, in a pleasant environment surrounded by Palo Santo and other local tree species.  It is sponsored by Spanish funds and inside these well designed visitors facilities we can observe the efforts to preserve the local Giant Tortoise, which is bred in captivity. Yet, another species has drawn us to this place; and by locating the Chatham Mockingbird we fulfill the list of Galapagos endemic species. We leave the northern part of the island heading south and then take a short trip near the border of Puerto Barquerizo hoping to find some more Galapagos Martins as Dave had missed it. Two Sand Martins and a female Purple Martin are all that we can find. As we continue walking downhill watching the various butterflies, like the Spot-winged Glider, the most remarkable bird of the walk, a Bobolink is seen by two of the group. To put the day to an end, we visit the Galapagos Interpretation centre, where an abstract of the socio-political history of the islands is depicted on clear and easy information boards. That night, our last night, at dinner we enjoy an exquisite lobster and local wine thanks to the generosity of Birdseekers and the San José’s captain. After the obligatory goodbye cocktail, we express our gratitude to the crew for their invaluable cooperation and then retire to our cabins. 

Day 15th  - October 12th  

This morning we head to the northern part of Santa Cruz Island to visit the small Seymour Island, where we will spend the first part of the morning enjoying a colony of seabirds before catching our plane to Quito. As we arrive ashore we are greeted by a Brown Noddy, Brown Pelican and two frigatebirds. There are some Blue-footed Boobies wandering around on the island, as if they are the owners of the place, and on the sand rest two Land Iguanas partially hidden by the vegetation. There is some frantic activity here, with both Great and Magnificent Frigatebirds, and we can watch some territorial conflicts, birds mating, and a few males displaying shown their huge red throat pouches. There are also some females incubating in their nests, there are chicks, young birds and all of these allowing us to get amazingly close. The birds are so absorbed in their duties that they barely notice our presence. At Baltra Airport we can still watch the last Medium and Small Ground Finch of our trip, before boarding our plane. We arrive at Quito by sunset and decide to go shopping, our choices are an important bookstore and the handcrafts market. We eventually get to Juan Carlos’s private lodge in the pouring rain, and as we enjoy dinner we can review our bird list of the Galapagos Islands.

Day 16 - October 13th
The plane, which will return us to the old continent, departs on the afternoon, it will be a long day and a visit to the high wastelands on the eastern slopes of the Antisana volcano is scheduled.  An abundant and early breakfast gets us ready for the long day which awaits us. The day has dawned grey and rainy, and before leaving the lodge we reexamine the bird species we can find here. Luckily, a couple of gorgeous Vermillion Flycatchers are nesting at the lodge and we watch them singing and flying from perch to perch. The usual Sparkling Violet-ear and Western Emerald are already feeding nearby and a short walk allows us to locate a Rusty Flowerpiercer, and some Great Thrushes flying around the highest trees. Another of the group’s most wanted birds is the Southern Yellow Grosbeak, which has been located by Juan Carlos, while nearby several common Rufous-collared Sparrows are gathering on a nearby trunk. We then leave and travel across Quito, it is Friday and the traffic is dense, slowly we get out of town and gain height. We go up a valley and pass a large river which extends to form several lagoon. The bus comes to a halt and we prepare to make a long stop in the middle of the way to our destination: the Tizana Reserve. Here, an elegant Black-tailed Trainbearer sways its tail while continuously changing perch. On the highest part of the slope there is a raptor perched on a pole, but we have bad visibility and the identification is troublesome. Juan Carlos determines it is a young Variable Hawk, nearby two Eared Doves fly across the valley and between the bushes we see a Black-billed Shrike-tyrant, two Plain-coloured Seedeaters and some Tufted Tit-tyrants moving around showing their prominent crests. Suddenly a Giant Hummingbird comes out in front of us, an amazing bird. On the rocky walls we spot Carunculated Caracaras and then as we cross a fence and walk down a few meters and stand on the border of a steep slope, far away on a tree Juan Carlos spots a spectacular Great Horned Owl. There was no time for all of us to watch it, as it flew to a nearby place landing on the ground, it is difficult to find it and is so well concealed, but using a little patience we all manage to enjoy it. At the bottom of the gorge the river extends itself, and flows placidly forming small islets inhabited by some wildfowl. From this watch point we can locate four Andean Gulls, several Yellow-billed Pintail and a lonesome Neotropic Cormorant. Before we leave the gorge a cry draws Juan Carlos’s attention, and after being audible for a while without being seen, a Tawny Antpitta shows up in the middle of a bush. There are two American Kestrels patrolling the area and some Eastern Kingbirds are perched on the fences. We make a stop up in the mountain as a beautiful Blue-and-yellow Tanager moves over the road, the bird is our last tanager of the tour and does not disappoint us. As we stop on the bridge over the River Papallacta, there is a light rain and the land is soaked.  The beautiful mountain creek with thickets on its banks shows great activity as two Ecuadorian Hillstars are chasing each other through the dry bushy branches, several Black-winged Ground Doves fly out of a tree, and two Rufous-naped Brush-finches are observed for a moment but then disappear up the river. On the slope’s pasture two Grass Wrens are seen displaying and do not cease to sing. The wasteland and spacious plains similar to the Alpine meadows, provide shelter to a select group of birds. We drive along the slopes of the snowy Antisana volcano, which names this reserve. It is raining and the views of the mighty volcano are not very good, we cannot even see the peak. There are about 200 Carunculated Caracaras scattered on the wasteland; I do not know the reason for this abundance of birds of prey but it is quite remarkable as we are at an altitude of almost 3,600 meters. Along with the Caracara are small numbers of Andean Gull, and right before getting to our destination, where the road ends, Juan Carlos jumps off his seat and yells Andean Fox. A magnificent and good sized specimen is surprised by the passing of our bus, it stares at us in curiosity and makes small attempts to go away but is attracted by our presence and turns around repeatedly to watch us. It is not far from our vehicle, its size is between that of a fox and a wolf, the hair on its face and its attitude are quite magnificent. Moving on we find several Stout-billed Cinclodes before arriving at Lake Micacocha, up to 3,800 metres. It is now raining and the light is poor. We take a quick stop to locate Andean Coot, Andean Teal, the beautiful Silvery Grebe and a Baird’s Sandpiper on the banks of the lake. Two Plumbeous Sierra-Finches embellish the roof of a small shelter, and two Bar-winged Cinclodes take care of their nest energetically. We decide to start going down and have lunch in front of the cliffs where the Andean Condor can be spotted.  As we drive back we locate an Andean Lapwing and after an intense search of the cliffs, we are not able to find the winged giant. So we drive back to Quito Airport, where we say our farewells to Juan and Edgar. Juan Carlos had been a superb guide. He has an incredibly good knowledge on how to identify the wide and complex bird list of Ecuador, he had worked extremely hard in finding many rare and beautiful new birds for us all.

After a short delay we depart Quito and head back to Madrid and then onto London where this spectacular tour concludes. 

On behalf of myself and Juan Carlos I would like to thank everyone for their participation in such a wonderful tour. I would also like to thank Eva-Penn Smith for the list of plants seen on the Galapagos.

Josele Saiz

Steve bird made the appropriated corrections  

BIRDLIST - GALAPAGOS   28th / Sep – 13th /Oct 2006
	SPECIES
	Scientific Name
	No of days out of  10 recorded

	Highest daily count 

C.= Common

LC = Locally Common

H or h.= Heard only

N/C.= No count 

E = Endemic Species

Es = Endemic Subspecies

	1. 
	Galapagos Penguin
	Sphensicus mendiculus
	· 3
	· 18
	· E

	2. 
	Waved Albatross
	Phoebastria irrorata
	· 1
	· 30+
	·   E

	3. 
	Blue-footed Booby
	Sula nebouxii excise
	· 10
	· L/C
	·   Es

	4. 
	Nazca Booby
	Sula granti
	· 9
	· L/C
	· 

	5. 
	Red-footed Booby
	Sula sula websteri
	· 1
	· L/C
	· 

	6. 
	Flightless Cormorant
	Phalacrocorax harrisi
	· 2
	· 36
	· E

	7. 
	Great Frigatebird
	Fregata minor
	· 5
	· L/C
	· 

	8. 
	Magnificent Frigatebird
	Fregata magnificens
	· 10
	· L/C
	·   Es

	9. 
	Dark-rumped Petrel
	Pterodroma phaeopygia
	· 4
	· 75+
	·   Es

	10. 
	Audubon’s Shearwater
	Puffinus lherminieri subalaris
	· 7
	· 700+
	·   Es

	11. 
	Elliot’s Storm Petrel
	Oceanites gracilis galapagoensis
	· 10
	· L/C
	·   Es

	12. 
	Madeiran Storm Petrel
	Oceanodroma castro
	· 2
	· 3
	· 

	13. 
	Markham’s Storm Petrel
	Oceanodroma
	· 1
	· 3
	· 

	14. 
	Wedge-rumped Storm Petrel
	Oceanodroma tethys tethys
	· 7
	· 200+
	·  Es

	15. 
	Red-billed Tropicbird
	Phaethon aethereus
	· 3
	· 200+
	· 

	16. 
	Brown Pelican
	Pelecanus occidentalis urinator
	· 10
	· 150+
	·  Es

	17. 
	Cattle Egret
	Bulbulcus ibis
	· 4
	· 75+
	· 

	18. 
	Snowy Egret 
	Leucophoyx thula
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	19. 
	Great Egret
	Ardea alba
	· 1
	· 2
	· 

	20. 
	Great Blue Heron
	Ardea herodias cognate
	· 4
	· 6
	·  Es

	21. 
	Striated Heron 
	Butorides striata
	· 4
	· 4
	· 

	22. 
	Lava (Galapagos)  Heron
	Butorides striata striatus 
	· 7
	· 19
	· 

	23. 
	Yellow-crowned Night Heron
	Nycticorax violacea pauper
	· 5
	· 10
	· Es

	24. 
	Greater Flamingo
	Phoenicopterus rubber glyphorhynchus
	· 2
	· 30+
	· Es

	25. 
	Galapagos Pintail
	Anas bahamensis galapagensis
	· 4
	· 26
	· Es

	26. 
	Galapagos Hawk
	Buteo galapagoensis
	· 3
	· 6
	· E

	27. 
	Paint-billed Crake
	Neocrex erythrops
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	28. 
	Galapagos Rail
	Laterallus spilonotus
	· 1
	· 1 + 6H
	· E

	29. 
	Common Moorhen
	Gallinula chloropus
	· 3
	· 13
	· 

	30. 
	American Oystercatcher
	Haematopus palliates galapagensis
	· 3
	· 8
	· Es

	31. 
	Black-necked Stilt
	Himantopus mexicanus
	· 3
	· 8
	· 

	32. 
	Hudsonian Whimbrel
	Numenius phaeopus hudsonicus
	· 5
	· 42+
	· 

	33. 
	Black-bellied Plover
	Pluvialis squatarola
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	34. 
	Semi-palmated Plover
	Charadrius semipalmatus
	· 3
	· 18
	· 

	35. 
	Marbled Godwit
	Limosa fedoa
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	36. 
	Ruddy Turnstone
	Arenaria interpres
	· 8
	· 62
	· 

	37. 
	Short-billed Dowitchter
	Limnodromus griseus
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	38. 
	Wandering Tattler
	Heteroscelus incanus
	· 6
	· 43
	· 

	39. 
	Sanderling
	Calidris alba
	· 6
	· 12
	· 

	40. 
	Least Sandpiper
	Calidris mauri
	· 2
	· 28+
	· 

	41. 
	Spotted Sandpiper
	Actitis macularia
	· 3
	· 9
	· 

	42. 
	Red-necked Phalarope
	Phalaropus lobatus
	· 3
	· 500+
	· 

	43. 
	Red (Grey) Phalarope
	Phalaropus fulicarius
	· 3
	· 20+
	· 

	44. 
	Wilson’s Phalarope
	Phalaropus tricolor
	· 3
	· 40+
	· 

	45. 
	Lava Gull
	Larus fuliginosus
	· 3
	· 11
	· E

	46. 
	Swallow-tailed Gull
	Larus furcatus
	· 5
	· 300
	· E

	47. 
	Common Tern
	Sterna hirundo
	· 1
	· 8
	· 

	48. 
	Brown Noddy
	Anous stolidus galapagensis
	· 9
	· 500
	· Es

	49. 
	Galapagos Dove
	Zenaida galapagoensis
	· 2
	· 21
	· E

	50. 
	Dark-billed Cuckoo
	Coccyzus melacoryphus
	· 2
	· 7+H
	· 

	51. 
	Smooth-billed Ani
	Crotophaga ani
	· 6
	· L/C
	· 

	52. 
	Short-eared Owl
	Asio flammeus galapagoensis
	· 1
	· 2
	· Es

	53. 
	Vermillion Flycatcher
	Pyrocephalus rubinus nanus
	· 3
	· 3 f
	· Es

	54. 
	Galapagos Flycatcher
	Myiarchus magnirostris
	· 6
	· 35+
	· E

	55. 
	Galapagos Martin
	Progne modesta modesta
	· 2
	· 3
	· E

	56. 
	Barn Swallow
	Hirundo rustica
	· 1
	· 2
	· 

	57. 
	Bank Swallow (Sand Martin)
	Riparia riparia 
	· 1
	· 2
	· 

	58. 
	Purple Martin 
	Progne subis
	· 2
	· 2 fem
	· 

	59. 
	Galapagos Mockingbird
	Nesomimus parvulus bauri
	· 3
	· 24
	· E

	60. 
	Galapagos Mockingbird
	Nesomimus parvulus parvulus
	· 2
	· 7
	· E

	61. 
	Galapagos Mockingbird
	Nesomimus parvulus personatus
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	62. 
	Charles Mockingbird
	Nesomimus trifasciatus
	· 1
	· 2
	· E

	63. 
	Hood Mockingbird
	Nesomimus macdonaldi
	· 1
	· L/C
	· E

	64. 
	Chatcham Mockingbird
	Nesomimus melanotis
	· 1
	· 8
	· E

	65. 
	Mangrove Warbler
	Dendroica petechia aureola
	· 10
	· L/C
	· Es

	66. 
	Large Ground Finch
	Geospiza magnirostris
	· 1
	· 1
	· E

	67. 
	Medium Ground Finch
	Geospiza fortis
	· 8
	· L/C
	· E

	68. 
	Small Ground Finch
	Geospiza fuliginosa
	· 9
	· L/C
	· E

	69. 
	Sharp-beaked Ground Finch
	Geospiza difficilis difficilis
	· 1
	· 4
	· E

	70. 
	Sharp-beaked Ground Finch
	Geospiza difficilis debilirostris
	· 1
	· 4
	· E

	71. 
	Common Cactus Finch
	Geospiza scandens intermedia
	· 3
	· 15+
	· E

	72. 
	Large Cactus Finch
	Geospiza conirostris propinqua
	· 1
	· 1
	· E

	73. 
	Large Cactus Finch
	Geospiza conirostris conirostris
	· 1
	· 3 
	· Es

	74. 
	Vegetarian Finch
	Camarhynchus crassirostris
	· 3
	· 6
	· E

	75. 
	Mangrove Finch
	Camarhynchus heliobates
	· 1
	· 3
	· E

	76. 
	Large Tree Finch
	Camarhynchus psittacula psittacula 
	· 1
	· 6
	· E

	77. 
	Medium Tree Finch
	Camarhynchus pauper
	· 1
	· 5
	· E

	78. 
	Small Tree Finch
	Camarhynchus parvulus parvulus
	· 4
	· 9
	· E

	79. 
	Warbler Finch
	Certhidea olivacea mentalis
	· 1
	· 3
	· E

	80. 
	Warbler Finch
	Certhidea olivacea olivacea
	· 2
	· 11
	· Es

	81. 
	Warbler Finch
	Certhidea olivacea luteola
	· 1
	· 4
	· Es

	82. 
	Warbler Finch
	Certhidea olivacea cinerascens
	· 1
	· 3
	· Es

	83. 
	Warbler Finch
	Certhidea olivacea ridgwayii
	· 1
	· 1
	· Es

	84. 
	Woodpecker Finch
	Camarhynchus pallidus productus
	·  
	· 6
	· E

	85. 
	Woodpecker Finch
	Camarhynchus pallidus striatipectus
	·  1
	· 1
	· E

	86. 
	Bobolink
	Dolichonyx oryzivorus
	· 1
	· 1
	· 


Other Sightings:

	1. 
	Galapagos Giant Tortoise
	Geochelone elephantophus porteri
	· 1
	· 80+
	· E

	2. 
	Galapagos Giant Tortoise
	Geochelone elephantophus chathamensis
	· 1
	· 15
	· E

	3. 
	Black (PacificGreen) Turtle
	Chelonia mydas 
	· 6
	· 50+
	· 

	4. 
	Marine Iguana  (Santa Cruz)
	Amblyrhynchus cristatus hassi
	· 1
	· 50+
	· E

	
	Marine Iguana  (Genovesa)
	Amblyrhynchus cristatus nanus
	· 1
	· 1
	· Es

	
	Marine Iguana  (Isabela)
	Amblyrhynchus cristatus albemarlensis
	· 2
	· L/C
	· Es

	
	Marine Iguana  (Fernandina)
	Amblyrhynchus cristatus cristatus
	· 1
	· L/C
	· Es

	
	Marine Iguana  (Espanola)
	Amblyrhynchus cristatus venustissimus
	· 1
	· L/C
	· Es

	5. 
	Land Iguana
	Conolophus subcristatus
	· 2
	· 10
	· E

	6. 
	Western Galapagos Snake
	Alsophis dorsalis occidentalis
	· 1
	· 2
	· E

	7. 
	Galapagos Lava Lizard
	Microlophus albemarlensis
	· 6
	· N/C
	· E

	8. 
	San Cristobal Lava Lizard
	Microlophus bivattatus
	· 1
	· N/C
	· E

	9. 
	Espanola Lava Lizard
	Microlophus delanonis
	· 2
	· 12
	· E

	10. 
	Floreana Lava Lizard
	Microlophus delanonis
	· 1
	· N/C
	· E

	11. 
	Galapagos Fur Seal
	Arctocephalus galapagoensis
	· 2
	· 4
	· E

	12. 
	Galapagos Sea Lion
	Zalophus californianus wollebacki
	· 10
	· L/C
	· Es

	13. 
	Bottle-nosed Dolphin
	Tursiops truncatus
	· 1
	· 3
	· 

	14. 
	Porcupine Sunfish
	 
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	15. 
	White-tipped Reef Shark
	Triaenodon obesus
	· 2
	· 8
	· 

	16. 
	Common Sting Ray
	Dasyatis americana
	· 1
	· 50
	· 

	17. 
	Manta  Ray
	Manta birostris
	· 3
	· 16
	· 

	18. 
	Sally Lightfoot Crab
	Grapsus grapsus
	· 9
	· L/C
	· E

	19. 
	Semi-terrestrial Hermit Crab
	Coenobita compressus
	· 3
	· N/C
	· 

	20. 
	Galapagos Hermit Crab
	Calcinus explorator
	· 2
	· N/C
	· E

	21. 
	Pencil-spined Sea Urchin
	Eucidaris thouarsii
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	22. 
	Green Sea Urchin
	Lytechinus semituberculatus
	· 2
	· N/C
	· E

	23. 
	Spotless Ladybug
	Cyloneda sanguinea
	· 1
	· 4
	· E

	24. 
	Large Painted Locust
	Schistocerca melanocera
	· 4
	· N/C
	· E

	25. 
	Spot-winged Glider
	Pantala hymenaea
	· 2
	· 16+
	· 

	26. 
	Galapagos Carpenter Bee
	Xylocopa darwini
	· 7
	· N/C
	· E

	27. 
	Galapagos Centipede
	Scolopendra galapagensis
	· 1
	· N/C
	· E

	28. 
	Galapagos Blue Butterfliy
	Leptodes parrhasioides
	· 2
	· 6
	· 

	29. 
	Queen Butterfly
	Danaus gilippus
	· 1
	· 1
	· 

	30. 
	Monarch Butterfly
	Danaus plexippus
	· 3
	· N/C
	· 


BIRDLIST - ECUADOR   28th / Sep – 02nd & 12th /Oct 2006
	SPECIES
	Scientific Name
	No of days out of  4 recorded
	Highest daily count 

C.= Common

LC = Locally Common

H or h.= Heard only

N/C.= No count 

Ch = Choco Area Endemic

	1. 
	Silvery Grebe
	Podiceps occipitalis
	1
	20

	2. 
	Neotropic Cormorant
	Phalacrocorax brasilianus
	1
	1

	3. 
	Snowy Egret
	Egretta thula
	1
	3

	4. 
	Cattle Egret
	Bubulcus ibis
	1
	150

	5. 
	Andean Teal 
	Anas flavirostris andium 
	1
	30+

	6. 
	Striated Heron
	Butorides striatus
	1
	1

	7. 
	Yellow-billed Pintail 
	Anas georgica 
	1
	15

	8. 
	Black Vulture
	Coragyps atratus
	3
	L/C

	9. 
	Turkey Vulture
	Cathartes aura
	2
	30+

	10. 
	Roadside Hawk
	Buteo magnirostris
	2
	2

	11. 
	Variable Hawk
	Buteo polyosoma
	2
	2 juv

	12. 
	Carunculated Caracara
	Phalcoboenus carunculatus
	2
	200+

	13. 
	Bat Falcon
	Falco rufigularis 
	1
	1

	14. 
	American Kestrel
	Falco sparverius
	2
	4

	15. 
	Sickle-winged Guan
	Chamaepetes goudotii
	1
	1

	16. 
	Wattled Guan 
	Aburria aburri 
	1
	1

	 
	Dark-backed Wood-Quail
	Odontophorus melanotus
	1
	H

	 
	White-throated Crake
	Laterallus albigularis
	1
	H

	17. 
	Andean Coot
	Fulica ardesiaca
	1
	6

	18. 
	Andean Lapwing 
	Vanellus resplendens 
	2
	3

	19. 
	Baird’s Sandpiper
	Calidris bairdii
	1
	12

	20. 
	Spotted Sandpiper
	Actitis macularia
	1
	1

	21. 
	Andean Gull 
	Larus serranus 
	1
	60+

	22. 
	Ruddy Pigeon
	Columba sunvinacea
	2
	4

	23. 
	Band-tailed Pigeon
	Columba fasciata
	3
	L/C

	24. 
	Eared Dove
	Zenaida auriculata
	3
	L/C

	25. 
	Plumbeous Pigeon
	Columba plumbea
	1
	2

	26. 
	White-throated Quail Dove 
	Geotrigon frenata 
	1
	3

	27. 
	Black-winged Ground Dove
	Metriopelia melanoptera
	1
	L/C

	28. 
	Maroon-tailed Parakeet
	Pyrrhura melanura
	1
	15+

	29. 
	Pacific Parrolet
	Forpus coelestis
	1
	2

	30. 
	Barred Parakeet
	Bolborhynchus lineola
	2
	8+1 H

	31. 
	Blue-headed Parrot
	Pionus menstruus
	1
	2

	32. 
	Red-billed Parrot
	Pionus sordidus
	3
	38+

	33. 
	Bronze-winged Parrot
	Pionus chalcopterus
	2
	N/C

	34. 
	Squirrel Cuckoo
	Piaya cayana
	1
	1

	35. 
	Smooth-billed Ani
	Crotophaga ani
	2
	7

	 
	Rufescent Screech-Owl 
	Otus ingens 
	1
	H

	36. 
	Great-horned Owl
	Bubo virginianus
	1
	1

	37. 
	Mottled Owl 
	Strix virgata
	1
	1

	38. 
	Common Potoo
	Nyctibius griseus
	2
	5

	39. 
	Rufous-bellied Nighthawk
	Lurocalis rufiventris
	1
	1

	40. 
	Lyre-tailed Nightjar
	Uropsalis Lyra
	1
	1 fem

	41. 
	White-collared Swift
	Streptoprocne zonaris
	3
	60+

	42. 
	Chestnut-collared Swift
	Cypseloides rutilus
	1
	10+

	43. 
	Grey-rumped Swift 
	Chaetura cinereiventris 
	1
	5

	44. 
	Tawny-bellied Hermit
	Phaethornis syrmatophorus
	2
	N/C

	45. 
	White-necked Jacobin
	Florisuga mellivora
	1
	1

	46. 
	Brown Violet-ear
	Colibri dephinae
	1
	1

	47. 
	Green Violet-ear
	Colibri thalassinus
	2
	N/C

	48. 
	Sparkling Violet-ear
	Colibri coruscans
	3
	L/C

	49. 
	Western Emerald
	Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus
	1
	2

	50. 
	Andean Emerald
	Amazilia franciae
	4
	25+

	51. 
	Green-crowned Woodnymph
	Thalurania fannyi
	2
	L/C

	52. 
	Rufous-tailed Hummingbird
	Amazilia tzacatl
	2
	L/C

	53. 
	Speckled Hummingbird
	Adelomyia melanogenys
	2
	N/C

	54. 
	Purple-bibbed Whitetip
	Urosticte benjamini
	2
	8

	55. 
	Empress Brilliant
	Heliodoxa imperatrix
	2
	6

	56. 
	Fawn-breasted Brilliant
	Heliodoxa rubinoides
	3
	N/C

	57. 
	Green-crowned Brilliant
	Heliodoxa jacula
	2
	9

	58. 
	Brown Inca
	Coeligena wilsoni
	2
	2

	59. 
	Collared Inca
	Coeligena torquata
	1
	5

	60. 
	Buff-winged Starfrontlet
	Coeligena lutetiae
	1
	L./C

	61. 
	Ecuadorian Hillstar 
	Oreotrochilus chimborazo 
	1
	2

	 
	White-tipped Sicklebill
	Eutoxeres aquila
	1
	H

	62. 
	Buff-tailed Coronet
	Boissonneaua flavescens
	3
	3 

	63. 
	Velvet-purple Coronet
	Boissonneaua jardini
	2
	15

	64. 
	Gorgeted Sunangel
	Heliangelus strophianus
	1
	5

	65. 
	Purple-backed Thornbill
	Ramphomicron microrynchum
	1
	1

	66. 
	Golden-breasted Puffleg
	Eriocnemis mosquera
	1
	1

	67. 
	Booted Rocket tail
	Ocreatus Underwoodii
	1
	15+

	68. 
	Sapphire-vented Puffleg
	Eriocnemis luciani
	1
	5

	69. 
	Black-tailed Trainbearer
	Lesbia victoriae
	1
	1

	70. 
	Tyrian Metaltail
	Metallura tyrianthina
	1
	1

	71. 
	Sinning Sunbeam 
	Aglaeactis cupripennis
	1
	2

	72. 
	Great Sapphirewing
	Pterophanes cyanopterus
	1
	1

	73. 
	Giant Hummingbird
	Patagona gigas
	1
	2

	74. 
	Sword-billed Hummingbird
	Ensifera ensifera
	1
	1

	75. 
	Long-tailed Sylph
	Aglaiocercus kingi
	1
	1

	76. 
	Violet-tailed Sylph
	Aglaiocercus coelestis
	3
	N/C

	77. 
	Purple-throated Woodstar
	Philodice mitchellii
	3
	N/C

	78. 
	Golden-headed Quetzal
	Pharomachrus auriceps
	2
	5

	79. 
	West. White-tailed Trogon
	Trogon chionorus
	1
	1

	80. 
	Masked Trogon
	Trogon personatus
	1
	1

	81. 
	Rufous-tailed Jacamar
	Galbula ruficauda
	1
	1

	82. 
	Rufous Motmot
	Baryphthengus martii
	2
	6+

	83. 
	Toucan Barbet
	Semnornis ramphastinus
	2
	2+ 1H

	84. 
	Red-headed Barbet
	Eubucco bourcierii
	1
	1 fem

	85. 
	Crimson-rumped Toucanet
	Aulacorhynchus haematopygus
	1
	2

	86. 
	Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan
	Andigena laminirostris
	1
	1 + 1H

	87. 
	Choco Toucan
	Ramphastos brevis
	1
	2

	
	Chestnut-mandibled Toucan
	Ramphastos swainsonii
	1
	1

	88. 
	Pale-mandibled Aracari             E
	Pteroglossus erythropygius 
	1
	2

	89. 
	Crimson-mantled Woodpecker
	Piculus rivolii
	1
	1 pp

	90. 
	Golden-olive Woodpecker
	Piculus rubiginosus
	1
	1  

	91. 
	Bar-bellied  Woodpecker
	Veniliornis nigriceps
	1
	1

	92. 
	Powerful Woodpecker
	Campephilus pollens
	1
	1 pp

	93. 
	Lineated  Woodpecker
	Dryocopus lineatus
	1
	4

	94. 
	Guayaquil Woodpecker
	Cmapephilus guayaquilensis
	1
	1

	95. 
	Black-cheeked Woodpecker
	Melanerper pucherani
	1
	1 + 1H

	96. 
	Bar-winged Cinclodes 
	Cinclodes fuscus 
	1
	4

	97. 
	Stout-billed Cinclodes 
	Cinclodes excelsior 
	1
	20

	98. 
	Pacific Hornero
	Furnarius cinnamoneus
	2
	2

	99. 
	Slaty Spinetail
	Synallaxis brachyuran
	2
	3 +H

	100. 
	Azara´s Spintail
	Synallaxis Azarae
	1
	2

	101. 
	Red-faced  Spinetail
	Hellmayrea gularis
	1
	3

	102. 
	Rufous  Spinetail
	 Synallaxis Unirufa
	1
	H

	103. 
	Plain Xenops 
	Xenops minutus 
	1
	2

	104. 
	Streaked Tuftedcheek
	Pseudocolaptes boissonneautii
	1
	1

	105. 
	Pearled Treerunner
	Margarornis squamiger
	1
	1

	106. 
	Lineated Foliage-Gleaner
	Syndactyla subalaris
	2
	1 +H

	107. 
	Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner
	Phylidor rufus
	1
	1

	108. 
	Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner
	Anabacerthia variegaticeps
	1
	1

	109. 
	Strong-billed Woodcreeper
	Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus
	1
	2

	110. 
	Spotted Woodcreeper
	Xiphorhynchus erythropygius
	2
	1 +H

	111. 
	Streak-headed  Woodcreeper 
	Xiphorhynchus souleyetii
	1
	2

	112. 
	Montane Woodcreeper
	Lepidocolaptes lachrymiger
	2
	5

	113. 
	Plain-brown Woodcreeper
	Dendrocincla fuliginosa
	1
	1

	114. 
	Wedge-billed Woodcreeper
	Glyphorynchus spirurus
	1
	2

	115. 
	Plain Antvireo
	Dysithamnus Mentalis
	1
	1

	116. 
	Western Slaty Antshrike
	Thamnophilus atrinucha
	1
	12

	117. 
	Checker-throated Antwren
	Myrmotherula fulviventris
	1
	1

	118. 
	Dot-winged Antwren
	Microrhipias quixensis
	1
	1

	119. 
	Chestnut-backed Antbird 
	Myrmeciza exsul 
	1
	1

	120. 
	Yellow Breasted Antpitta  
	Grallaria flavotincta
	1
	1

	121. 
	Moustached Antpitta
	Grallaria alleni
	1
	2

	122. 
	Tawny Antpitta 
	Grallaria quitensis 
	1
	2 + H

	123. 
	Giant Antpitta
	Grallaria gigantea
	1
	1

	
	Scaled Antpitta
	Grallaria guatimalensis
	1
	H

	
	Nariño Tapaculo
	Scytalopus vicinor
	1
	H

	
	Unicolored Tapaculo 
	Scytalopus unicolor 
	1
	H

	
	Ocellated Tapaculo
	 Acropternis orthonyx
	1
	H

	124. 
	Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet
	Camptostoma obsoletum
	2
	5+

	125. 
	Golden-faced Tyrannulet
	Zimmerius chrysops
	1
	2

	126. 
	White-tailed Tyrannulet
	Mecocerculus poecilocercus
	1
	1

	127. 
	White-throated Tyrannulet
	Mecocerculus leucophrys
	1
	2

	128. 
	White-banded Tyrannulet
	Mecocerculus stictopterus
	1
	3

	129. 
	Rufous-winged  Tyrannulet
	Mecocerculus calopterus
	1
	1

	130. 
	Sooty-headed Tyrannulet
	Phyllomyias griseiceps
	1
	2

	131. 
	Torrent Tyrannulet
	Serpophaga cinerea
	1
	1

	132. 
	Tufted-Tit Tyrant 
	Anairetes parulus 
	1
	5

	
	Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant  
	Lophotriccus pileatus  
	1
	H

	133. 
	Black-headed Tody-Flycatcher
	Todirostrum nigriceps
	1
	1  

	134. 
	Ornate Flycatcher
	Myiotriccus ornatus
	1
	1

	135. 
	Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant 
	Agriornis montana 
	1
	2

	136. 
	Paramo Ground-Tyrant 
	Muscisaxicola alpina 
	1
	2

	137. 
	Slaty-capped Flycatcher 
	Leptopogon superciliaris 
	1
	1+1H

	138. 
	Smoke-colored Pewee 
	Contopus fumigatus 
	1
	2

	139. 
	Vermillion Flycatcher
	Pyrocephalus rubinus
	3
	4+1H

	140. 
	Black Phoebe
	Sayornis nigricans
	1
	1

	141. 
	Brown-backed Chat-Tyrant
	Ochthoeca fumicolor
	1
	1

	142. 
	Streak-throated Bush-Tyrant 
	Myiotheretes striaticollis 
	1
	2

	143. 
	Smoky Bush-Tyrant 
	Ochthoeca fumigatus
	1
	1

	144. 
	Masked Water-Tyrant
	Fluvicola nengeta
	1
	5

	145. 
	Dusky Capped Flycatcher
	Myiarchus tuberculifer
	1
	1

	146. 
	Boat-billed Flycatcher
	Megarynchus pitangua
	1
	1

	147. 
	Golden-crowned Flycatcher
	Myiodynastes chrysocephalus
	2
	2

	148. 
	Social Flycatcher
	Myiozetetes similes
	2
	4

	149. 
	Easter Kingbird
	Tyrannus tyrannus
	2
	8

	150. 
	Tropical Kingbird
	Tyrannus melancholicus
	2
	10+

	151. 
	Black-and-White Becard
	Pachyramphus albogriseus
	1
	3

	152. 
	Cinnamon Becard
	Pachyramphus cinnamomeus
	2
	5+

	153. 
	Red-crested Cotinga 
	Amppelion rubrocristata 
	1
	3

	154. 
	Green&Black Fruiteater
	Pipreola riefferii
	1
	2

	155. 
	Andean Cock-of-the-rock
	Rupicola peruviana
	2
	15

	156. 
	Blue-crowned Manakin 
	Pipra coronata 
	1
	1 fem

	157. 
	White-bearded Manakin
	Manacus manacus
	1
	1

	 
	Turquoise Jay 
	Cyanolyca turcosa 
	2
	H

	158. 
	Red-eyed Vireo
	Vireo olivaceus
	2
	4

	 
	Dagua Thrush
	Turdus daguae
	1
	H

	159. 
	Great Thrush
	Turdus fuscater
	3
	L/C

	160. 
	Glossy-Black Trhush
	Turdus serranus
	2
	1-H

	161. 
	Ecuadorian Thrush
	Turdus maculirostris
	2
	5

	  
	Paramo Pipit 
	Anthus bogotensis 
	1
	H

	162. 
	Blue-and-white Swallow
	Notiochelidon cyanoleuca
	3
	L/C

	163. 
	Brown-bellied Swallow
	Notiochelidon murina
	2
	15+

	164. 
	Southern Rough-winged Swallow
	Stelgidopteryx ruficollis
	3
	L/C

	165. 
	Southern House Wren
	Troglodytes musculus
	3
	3

	166. 
	Grey-breasted Wood Wren
	Henicorhina leucophrys
	3
	1 +2H

	167. 
	Grass Wren 
	Cistothorus platensis 
	1
	2

	 
	Bay Wren
	Thryothorus nigricapillus
	1
	H

	168. 
	Rufous Wren
	Cinnycerthia unirufa
	1
	1

	169. 
	Band-backed Wren
	Campylorhynchus fasciatus
	1
	1

	170. 
	Tropical Parula
	Parula pitiayumi
	1
	3

	171. 
	Tropical Gnatcatcher
	Polioptila plumbea
	1
	2

	172. 
	Black & White  Warbler
	Mniotilta varia
	1
	1

	173. 
	Blackpoll Warbler
	Dendroica striata
	1
	1

	 
	Olive-crowned Yellowthroat
	Geothlypis semiflava
	1
	H

	174. 
	Slate-throated Whitestart
	Myioborus miniatus
	4
	10+

	175. 
	Spectacled Whitestart
	Myioborus melanocephalus
	1
	1

	176. 
	Russet-crowned Warbler 
	Basileuterus coronatus 
	2
	2

	177. 
	Buff-rumped Warbler 
	Basileuterus rivularis  fulvicauda 
	1
	1

	178. 
	Bananaquit
	Coereba flaviola
	2
	2

	179. 
	Orange-bellied Euphonia
	Euphonia saturata
	4
	10+

	180. 
	Thick-billed Euphonia
	Euphonia laniirostris
	3
	5+

	181. 
	Cinereous Conebill
	Conirostrum cinereum
	2
	2

	182. 
	Blue-backed Conebill 
	Conirostrum sitticolor 
	1
	1

	183. 
	Black Flowerpiercer
	Diglossa humeralis
	1
	5

	184. 
	Masked Flower-piercer
	Diglossa cyanea
	3
	7+

	185. 
	Glossy Flower-piercer
	Diglossa lafresnayii
	1
	L/C

	186. 
	Purple Honeycreeper 
	Cyanerpes caeruleus 
	1
	1

	187. 
	Green Honeycreeper
	Chlorophanes spiza
	1
	1

	188. 
	Fawn-breasted Tanager  
	Pipraeidea melanonota
	1
	1

	189. 
	Golden Tanager
	Tangara arthus
	3
	10+

	190. 
	Guira Tanager 
	Hemithraupis guira
	1
	1

	191. 
	Silver-throated Tanager
	Tangara icterocephala
	2
	3

	192. 
	Flame-faced Tanager
	Tangara parzudakii
	2
	4

	193. 
	Golden-hooded Tanager
	Tangara larvata
	2
	2

	194. 
	Bay-headed Tanager
	Tangara gyrola
	2
	2

	195. 
	Metallic-green Tanager
	Tangara labradoides
	2
	3

	196. 
	Beryl-spangled Tanager
	Tangara nigroviridis
	2
	3

	197. 
	Blue & Yellow Tanager
	Thraupis bonariensis
	1
	1

	198. 
	Gray&Gold Tanager
	Tangara palmeri
	1
	2

	199. 
	Swallow Tanager
	Terasina viridis
	1
	6

	200. 
	Blue-capped Tanager
	Thraupis cyanocephala
	2
	2

	201. 
	Scarlet-bellied Mountain-Tanager
	Anisognathus igniventris
	1
	7

	202. 
	Black-chinned Mountain-Tanager
	Anisognatus notabilis
	1
	2

	203. 
	Blue-winged Mountain Tanager
	Anisognatus somptuosus
	2
	7

	204. 
	Hooded Mountain-Tanager
	Buthraupis montana
	1
	1

	205. 
	Blue-gray Tanager
	Thraupis episcopus
	2
	6

	206. 
	Palm Tanager
	Thraupis palmarum
	2
	L/C

	207. 
	Lemon-rumped Tanager
	Ramphocelus icteronotus
	2
	L/C

	208. 
	White-shouldered Tanager
	Tachyphonus luctuosus
	1
	3

	209. 
	White-lined Tanager
	Tachyphonus rufus
	1
	2

	210. 
	Dusky Bush-Tanager
	Chlorospingus semifuscus
	1
	1

	211. 
	Rufous-throated Tanager
	Tangara rufigula
	1
	6

	212. 
	Blue-necked Tanager
	Tangara cyanicollis
	2
	8

	213. 
	Western Hemispingus
	Hemispingus ochraceus
	1
	2

	214. 
	Buff-throated Saltator
	Saltator maximus
	2
	4

	215. 
	Black-winged Saltator
	Saltator atripennis
	1
	1

	216. 
	Southern Yellow-Grosbeak
	Pheucticus chrysogaster
	3
	3

	217. 
	Variable Seedeater
	Sporophila corvine
	2
	L/C

	218. 
	Yellow-bellied Seedeater
	Sporophila nigricollis
	1
	9+

	219. 
	Plain-coloured Seedeater 
	Catamenia inornata
	1
	10+

	220. 
	Slaty Finch
	Haplospiza rustica
	1
	3

	221. 
	Lesser Seedfinch
	Oryzoborus angolensis
	1
	1

	222. 
	Scrub Blackbird
	Oryzoborus angolensis
	1
	1

	223. 
	Plumbeous Sierra-finch 
	Phrygilus unicolor
	1
	2

	224. 
	Shiny Cowbird
	Molothrus bonariensis
	1
	1

	225. 
	Rufous-naped Brush-Finch
	Atlapetes rufinucha
	3
	7

	226. 
	Tricolored Brush-Finch
	Atlapetes tricolor
	2
	22

	227. 
	Rufous-collared Sparrow
	Zonotrichia capensis
	2
	L/C

	228. 
	Orange-billed Sparrow 
	Arremon aurantiirostris
	1
	1

	229. 
	Black-striped Sparrow 
	Arremonops conirostris
	1
	1

	230. 
	Scarlet-rumped Cacique
	Cacicus leucoramphus
	1
	2


	
	REPTILES
	
	
	

	
	Small-eyed Lancehead
	Bothrops microphthalmus
	1
	1

	
	Basilisc Lizard
	Basiliscus basiliscus
	1
	1


	
	MAMMALS
	
	
	

	
	Andean Fox
	Pseudalopes culpaeus
	1
	1

	
	Brasilian Rabbit
	Sylvilagus brasiliensis
	2
	2

	 
	
	
	
	


Plants seen on the Galápagos  Islands   October 2006

By Eva – Penn Smith

3rd October  - Santa Cruz 

	Salt bush
	Cryptocarpus pyriformis

	Prickly pear
	Opuntia echios var. gigantea

	Black mangrove
	Avicennia germinans

	Pearl berry
	Vallesia glabra

	Tham scrub
	Scutia spicata

	Galápagos lycium
	Lycium minimum


4th October   Genovesa
Prince Philip`s Steps
	Morning glory
	Ipomoea linearifolia

	Yellow cordia
	Cordia lutea

	Heliotrope
	Heliotropium angiospermum

	Walteria
	Waltheria ovata

	Incense tree
	Bursera graveolens

	Galapagos croton
	Croton scoluleri

	Chamaesyce
	Chamaesyce amplexicaulis

	Puncture weed
	Tribulus terrestris

	Galapagos shore petunia
	Exedeconus miersii






Darwin Bay

	Prickly pear
	Opuntia helleri

	Red mangrove
	Rhizophora mangle

	Seaside Heliotrope
	Heliotropium curassivicum var. curassivicum


5th October     Isabela
Playa Negra
	Poison apple
	Hippomane mancinella

	Castela
	Castela galapageia

	Radiate-headed scalesia
	Scalesia affinis

	
	Pectis tenuifolia

	Beach morning glory
	Ipomoea pes-caprae


Fernandina


	White mangrove
	Laguncularia racemosa


6th October
Isabela  
Urbina bay
	Club moss
	Lycopodium cemuum

	Darwin’s cotton
	Crossypium darwinii

	Galapagos acacia
	Acacia rorudiana

	White cordia
	Cordia leucophlyctis

	Galapagos guava
	Psidium galapageium






Punta Moreno

	Candelabra cactus
	Jasminocereus thouarsii

	Thin-leafed Darwin´s shrub
	Darwiniothamnus tenuifolius

	Froelichia
	Froelichia juncea

	Revolute-leafed cordia
	Cordia resoluta

	Small-headed scalesia 
	Scalesia microcephala

	Thread-leafed chaff flower
	Alternanthera filifolia

	Andersson`s sedge
	Cyperus anderssonii


7th October 
Isabela
Puerto Villamil
	Common carpet weed
	Sesurium portulecastrum

	Button mangrove
	Conocarpus erectus

	Jerusalem thom
	Parkinsonia aculeata

	Mesquite
	Prosopis juliflora

	Creeping wood sorrel
	Oxalis corniculata

	Vervain
	Verbena litoralis

	Galapagos clubleaf
	Solana galapagensis

	Tropical almond
	Terminalia cotappa

	Darwin’s shrub
	Darwinothamnus sp.

	Germander
	Teucrium vesicarium

	Moon flower
	Ipomoea alba

	Four o’clock
	Mirabilis jalapa

	Air plant
	Kalanchoe pinnata

	Rose apple
	Syzygium jambos

	Castor bean
	Ricinus communis

	Sowthistle 
	Sonchus oleraceus

	Buttonweed
	Diodia rodula


8th October 
Española 

Gardner Bay



Only Salt bush and Thom scrub seen

Punta Suarez

	Atriplex
	Atriplex peruriana

	Galapagos carpetweed
	Sesuvium edmonstonei


9th October 
Floreana
Puerto Velasco Ibarra

	Galapagos mistletoe
	Phoradendron henslowii

	Tree scalesia
	Scalesia pedunculata

	Multi-coloured lantana
	Lantan camara

	St. George’s milkwort
	Polygala sancti-georgii

	Macrea 
	Macrea laricifolia

	White leadwort
	Plumbago scandens

	Cleome
	Cleoma viscosa

	Glorybower
	Clerodendron molle

	Rufous-haired tournefortia
	Tournefortia rufo-sericea

	False verbain
	Stachis tarpheta cayennensis

	Flamboyant
	Delonix regia

	Tamarind
	Tamarindus indica

	Chinaberry
	 Melia azedarach

	Dayflower
	Commelina diffusa

	Purple limpia
	Lippia strigulosa


Punta Cormorant

	Castela
	Castela galapageia

	
	Maytenus octagono


10th October 
Santa Cruz
Media Luna
	Galápagos miconia 
	Miconia robinsoniana

	Spiny-headed chaff flower
	Alternanthera echinocephala

	Quinine tree
	Cinchona succirubra

	Tick trefoil
	Desmodium incanum

	False loosestrife
	Ludwigia leptocarpa

	Ageratum
	Ageratum conyzoides


El Chato

	Sida
	Sida rhombifolia

	Milk berry
	Chiococca alba

	Coffee
	Coffea arabica

	Common plantain
	Plantago major


11th October
 San Cristobal
Isla Lobos
	Feather fingergrass
	Chloris virgata

	Slender mimosa
	Desmanthus virgatus

	Hill raspberry
	Rubus nivens

	Cat´s claw
	Zanthoxylum fagara

	Hair ground cherry
	Physalis pubescens

	Rattlebox
	Crotalaria retusa

	Hairy merremia
	Merremia aegyptica

	Lead tree
	Leucaena leucocephala

	Curve-spined leucarpus
	Leucarpus darwinii

	Purple evolvulus
	Evolvulus convolvuloides

	Pink wood sorrel
	Oxalis corymbosa

	Galapagos justicia
	Justicia galapagana

	Bastardia
	Bastardia viscosa

	Chamaesyce
	Chamaesyce hirta

	Hoary pea
	Tephrosia decumbens

	Gordillo’s scalesia
	Scalesia gordillo
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