BIRDSEEKERS

4a Plymouth Rd, Plympton, Plymouth, Devon, U.K- PL7 4JR

Tel/Fax: 01752 342001

e-mail: info@birdseekers.co.uk

Website: http://www.birdseekers.co.uk

ATOL 6156

CANARY ISLANDS - Aug - 2007

67 Bird Species recorded                                             Checklist starts on Page 6
Leaders   Steve Bird & Josele Saiz


                                                                

Day 1   Monday 3rd Sept
We began our journey from London Gatwick in the early evening where we arrived in Tenerife in the dark. Josele our guide greeted us and once the vehicles were collected we drove to our very comfortable rural hotel.  

Day 2   Tuesday 4th Sept
It didn’t get light until about 7.30am but just about everyone was up and eager to find our first island endemic in the lush grounds of our hotel. The distinctly different call of several Canary Island Chiffchaffs drew our attention to about six of these dull brownish looking phylloscopus warblers. A recent split and hence our first endemic. Good close views were had as they fed in the low shrubbery and constantly sang from the taller trees. Two Grey Herons were spotted flying over as we made our way towards the restaurant for breakfast. Afterwards we gathered together and set off for the day in our two minibuses. As we drove higher on the winding roads we passed Collared Doves on telephone wires and the occasional Common Kestrel, of a distinctly dark looking race canariensis was seen hovering over fields or flying across the road. A group of swifts were spotted so both vehicles pulled over and were soon enjoying first distant and then close views of the near endemic Plain Swift, one of our target species. When everyone was happy with seeing the distinguishing features of this all dark swift we averted our attention to several Turtle Doves sat on a dead tree way up on the hillside. Continuing on we drove higher and into low cloud. More Common Kestrels were seen and one of the resident races of Common Buzzards was watched flying off and disappearing down the valley. As we came out of the misty cloud into clear blue sky the scenery became spectacular, and just got better and better as the day went on. Canary Pines and Sweet Chestnut became the predominant tree and we soon found our first Island Canary sat on roadside wires. A lookout allowed us to get fantastic views and photos of the surrounding island including the volcanic mount Teide. As we watched from here a pair of copulating Common Kestrels were seen and two species of butterfly included a Canary Grayling and a very attractive endemic the Canary Blue. Driving on into the National Park we made a stop in an area of larval moonscape. Here a short walk found us some very obliging and attractive endemic lizards with the male particularly showy in a deep blue body colouration. Moving on we made a stop beside the visitor’s centre which was below the huge volcanic mountain. It wasn’t long before we found several very confiding and near endemic Berthelot’s Pipits. In fact we had two birds almost too confiding as they ran around literally a few feet in front of us. It was now almost lunch-time so we continued our journey to a forested picnic area which proved to be a perfect spot for seeing our next endemic the Blue Chaffinch. We must have counted upwards of thirty of these unique looking finches coming into a dripping tap and a small pool of water. The males blue grey plumage and huge bill gave them an appearance totally unlike the chaffinch we have all become familiar with. As we enjoyed close views of many males and females we then located a few African Blue Tits, this time of the race canariensis which is the only race to lack a distinct pale wing bar. Down beside the small drinking pool we waited and got unbelievable close views of up to four Great Spotted Woodpeckers, yet again of a local race that shows very brownish buff underparts. All the birds here were extremely confiding and allowed perfect viewing opportunities. We then had our picnic lunch and a drink before setting off to an area of Laurel Forest. Once here we didn’t have to walk far before encountering our target species the endemic Tenerife Kinglet, a bird that looks very like a Goldcrest but shows more distinct black around the gold on the crown. The behaviour of several of the birds seen also seemed different from Goldcrest in that they foraged low down to the ground level on the trunks of big moss covered trees. In the same area we found a group of Chaffinches of the race canariensis with a clean blue back and I must say very attractive looking too. A short drive from here took us to another overlook and yet more spectacular views, this time of the other end of the island. Looking down onto the forest we saw very little movement although both Red Admiral and Painted Lady Butterflies were noted. We then left and made the return journey back to our very attractive rural hotel. With a little time before dinner to enjoy the sun or stroll around the grounds some of us found some Red-veined Darters and a huge Emperor Dragonfly. Another large lizard was also seen which may well have been a different species than seen up on the mountain.  

Day 3   Wednesday 5th Sept

Still amazed at how late the sunrise is! A few of us looked around the grounds before going in to breakfast. Once again the sound of numerous Canary Island Chiffchaffs greeted the day and as I took a few photos of this endemic a Barn Owl was spotted flying behind some palm trees, it was then attacked by a noisy Kestrel at which point I shouted to try and get anyone that was around onto it. With luck Elaine had heard the commotion from the Kestrel and also saw the owl flying back down hill. After breakfast we loaded up and set off on our drive to the north side of the island. On reaching our first roadside stop we were soon scoping Canaries on the hillside and a Whimbrel sat on a rock out at a sea. Several distant Cory’s Shearwaters helped get our eyes in for the day and we soon added Kestrel, Plain Swifts and a perched Common Buzzard as we concentrated our efforts looking inland. Josele then spotted a superb Laurel Pigeon sat in a large tree and most of the scopes were set on this attractive and most difficult of the island endemics. The white tail being its most obvious feature, it and another were seen to fly off and disappear behind the hillside. Vowing to return for those that did not get the best of views before it flew off we also noted a Sparrowhawk and several Blackbirds. Our next stop for a coffee found us several Pallid Swifts amongst the more common Plain Swifts. We then arrived at a woodland edge and walked a short track before our picnic lunch. We got very good close views of the island race of Common Buzzard and at one point had three birds in the air together. A Sparrowhawk flew past and perched briefly and we got distracted by butterflies which included Small White, Long-tailed Blues, Meadow Brown and some very smart looking Canary Blues. In the same area were Red-veined Darters, Emperor Dragonfly and a Scarlet Darter which escaped getting onto our group list. While watching an African Blue Tit on an Agavi Flower we also added Rabbit and lots of Red-winged Grasshoppers. Back at the vehicles we had our lunch and were delighted when a huge Monarch Butterfly flew past and settled briefly on some flowers. Driving up the hill we parked and set off on a short walk into the edge of the Laurel Forest. One of our first finds was a very obliging and beautiful Cardinal butterfly, a large predominately green looking fritillary. Within the forest were African Blue Tit, Canary Island Chiffchaffs, Tenerife Kinglets and several Chaffinches as well as Canary Speckled Wood butterfly and several Emperor Dragonflies. From a lookout we could see where the recent fire had taken its toll of a vast area of forest, luckily not reaching one of the most important spots for the two endemic forest pigeons. Back at the vans we continued our journey through many complicated roads to reach the coast. From a high lookout we scoped the sea where a very distant flock of unidentified terns numbered around 80 birds. 

Two Little Egrets flew low over the sea, Yellow-legged Gulls could be looked down on and an all too brief Sardinian Warbler never found its way onto our list. Moving on to a lighthouse on a rocky headland we passed through Banana plantations and some very winding roads. A scan of the sea between us and the island of Gomera found good numbers of Cory’s Shearwaters with several coming reasonably close for those with scopes. It was now early evening so we returned along the coast until we got to our morning roadside stop for the pigeons. Setting ourselves up we ended the day on a high with superb scope views of several Laurel Pigeons and two Bolle’s Pigeons, both endemics and both species normally seen just in flight by visiting birders. We arrived back at our hotel a little later than expected but well worth while. Yet another excellent meal ended our second full day on Tenerife.     

Day 4   Thursday 6th Sept

This morning after breakfast we loaded the minibuses and set off to the islands north airport. Once here it wasn’t long before we were aboard our short flight to the dry, desert like island of Fuerterventura. On arrival we quickly organised our new minibuses and before we new it we were on our way. One of the first birds seen was a Southern Grey Shrike on a roadside fence and then as we neared a town both Collared Dove and Yellow-legged Gulls became evident. Just out of town we drove into a stony gorge (Barranco) and here we took a short walk. Barbary Ground Squirrels were easily seen and a male Red-veined Darter posed nicely on the dry vegetation. We then located the islands only endemic bird species the Canary Islands Chat which looks somewhat like a cross between a stonechat and a whinchat. We enjoyed views of three birds as they hopped around the boulders and perched on top of small scrubby bushes. A little further on we spotted two distant Egyptian Vultures circling high in the clouds and with these were several Common Buzzards. As we returned to the vehicles a couple of Southern Grey Shrikes were seen. From here it was short drive to the coast and a small restaurant where we enjoyed a nice sit down lunch and a cool drink. Around the harbour were many Yellow-legged Gulls and after lunch a look at the rocky shoreline produced several Whimbrel, Greenshank, Redshank, Ringed Plover, Turnstone, two Grey Plover and two Kentish Plover. Not bad for an area that at first looked devoid of birds. We walked around an area of salt pools and added Common Sandpiper to this list and also found a few Berthelot’s Pipits and a very drab but confiding Trumpeter Finch. Moving on from here we drove out into barren desert and really hadn’t gone far when a Cream-coloured Courser was spotted just off the road. We manoeuvred ourselves to get better views from the vehicles and soon found two coursers and a lone Hoopoe which fed on a small hillock. Back on the road we travelled a little further and in another stony area we located a group of around ten Cream-coloured Coursers which soon ran off and merged into invisibility. The next area we checked was incredibly dusty and for our efforts only produced a couple more Hoopoe. Continuing on we arrived at our rural hotel which again was characterful, quiet and very nice, away from all the tourists and right beside the desert. After settling in and having a short break we made an excursion into the dry hilly desert where firstly a Spectacled Warbler was spotted and then to most peoples delight a Houbara Bustard was seen walking along the stony track in from of the first vehicle. With most people getting to see this target bird walk off into the scrub we tried to relocate it but only got brief views when Gina spotted the bird making a quick retreat into more distant and thicker dry scrub. A search on foot of this area found the birds tracks and we also saw several Southern Grey Shrikes as well as a flock of 20 Black-bellied Sandgrouse which gave wonderful flight views in front of the hillside before dropping down and out of sight. To finish the day in style we added a flock of Lesser Short-toed Larks and the finale of a Barbary Falcon swooping in on the larks and then flying overhead where we enjoyed excellent views. As we returned to our hotel delighted with the day we passed more Southern Grey Shrikes, Spectacled Warblers and a group of Spanish Sparrows.      

Day 5   Friday 7th Sept

This morning after breakfast we set off towards the north west of the island. Along the way we noted Spanish Sparrows, Common Kestrel and some Yellow-legged Gulls. We arrived at a site for Houbara Bustard and spent an hour or so in vain searching for this bird as we were then told that the previous day the area was full of hunters with dogs after rabbit, and that the Houbaras in this area had fled. As an area protected by birdlife international surely that cannot be right! Anyway as we left we found a group of Spanish Sparrows, two Hoopoe and a small flock of Lesser Short-toed Larks. A quick look at the sea here produced decent scope views of Cory’s Shearwaters, and a distant Grey Heron. Two Sanderling also flew past as we averted our attention from the completely bare bodies on the beach. We moved on to another desert area and found fresh tracks of Houbara as well as a group of Trumpeter Finches and a Southern Grey Shrike of the distinct race koenigi. Continuing on from here to our next site Elaine spotted a group of Cream-coloured Coursers beside the road and we enjoyed excellent views of these besides running around and in flight. A little further on we came across a bunch of Ravens and Common Buzzards which showed well circling low overhead. Passing through an agricultural area we found a female Pied Flycatcher after which we stopped for some coffee and to have our picnic rolls made up. At the end of a dusty road and beside a noisy guard dog we watched a pair of Canary Island Chats, some Linnets and a group of Spanish Sparrows. Our lunch stop was beside a reservoir which was almost dry excepting a small area of smelly stagnant water where we managed to find a pair of Ruddy Shelducks, Ringed Plovers and a Common Sandpiper. On leaving here and driving to another reservoir we found two Spotted Flycatchers sat along a fence. The next spot held a lot more water and we were soon watching Spoonbill, two Little Egrets, Black-winged Stilt and a lot of Coot. Further searching revealed Moorhens, Greenshank, Ringed Plovers, Common Sandpipers, a lone Dunlin and a Yellow Wagtail. A male Red-veined Darter was seen and three Linnets and some Trumpeter Finches were also noted. We moved around to view another side of the lake and Gina found a Spotted Crake, a rare bird for the island, which fed out in the open on the far side. We then managed to get superb views of a couple of Spectacled Warblers in the low scrub just in front of us while another good find by Gina was of a Spotted Redshank which disappeared behind some bushes and had us move around even further to try and relocate it. This we did and managed brief but better views and in so doing we found a Common Snipe well hidden on the waters edge. Next stop after some ice-creams was a feeding station for Egyptian Vultures where saw up to twenty or more vultures of varying ages plus several Ravens. Back at our Houbara site of yesterday we found several Barbary Partridges, Gina found the Houbara and she also found an almost impossible Stone-Curlew. We all agreed that Gina deserved the accolade of spotter of the day!   

Day 6   Saturday 8th Sept

After an early breakfast we set off to the islands airport where we had a short wait before boarding our flight back to Tenerife. On arrival it was noted that the temperature was a little cooler than the desert island of Fuerteventura that we had just become accustomed to. We decided to drop our luggage at the hotel where after a short break we drove to the coast and an area called Punta de la Rasca. This rocky headland was rather quiet of landbirds excepting the obligatory Berthelot’s Pipits, but a scan of the sea had Steve find a pod of Short-finned Pilot Whales, and we all enjoyed great scope views of these and a parade of Cory’s Shearwaters. Leaving here we headed to the harbour at Los Christianos and boarded the Tenerife Dolphin for an unscheduled pelagic trip. The original boat we was going to go out on was a 2 hour trip so last minute decisions saw us change to a better boat that went out for 4 hours with more chances to see birds and cetaceans. A little put off by the noisy party boat anchored alongside we soon left this behind and cruised slowly out to sea. It wasn’t long before we were enjoying exceptionally good close views of Cory’s Shearwaters drifting lazily alongside the boat. As we headed towards a distant pod of dolphins we came across several groups of Cory’s just sat on the water. Eventually we arrived amongst the dolphins and the skipper shut down his engines and let us drift amongst these stunning mammals. They were Bottle-nosed Dolphins and as inquisitive as ever it wasn’t long before they started showing off, jumping out of the water and then swimming right beside the boat where these12ft long mammals gave some of the most amazing views ever. Reluctantly leaving the dolphins behind we sailed towards the shoreline under the massive cliffs of Los Gigantes. The views and the ambience from our boat made this a very special moment and some of us even went for a swim in the crystal clear waters. A very enjoyable lunch was taken on board after which we continued our cruise heading out to deeper water. Yellow-legged Gulls sat on the sea and a group of 12 Little Egrets played around on the rocks. Further out we passed numerous Cory’s Shearwaters and then a 3 – 4 foot long Loggerhead Turtle was spotted swimming on the surface. The next wildlife encounter would have to go down as one of the most spectacular events of a lifetime as we became surrounded by over twenty Short-finned pilot Whales. Now I have personally seen hundreds of Pilot Whales, but this encounter topped them all as we watched at point blank range adults with calves and the whole range of rarely observed activities from these creatures such as “spy hopping” “fluking” “breaching” “logging” and the grand finale of seeing these whales rolling just underwater beside the boat where there smiling faces and tiny eyes couldn’t help but capture the hearts of all but the most hardened and ignorant of human beings. Just about everyone agreed that this was one of the never to be forgotten highlights of the tour. On a high from this some of the group enjoyed the free champagne on offer while others danced to the music and the rest of us kept an eye on the procession of Cory’s Shearwaters, until at last we caught sight of at least one but possibly two different Madeiran Storm-Petrels flying in the same direction as our boat and on view for some considerable time. Pleased with our spectacular encounters with cetaceans and some bonus birds onboard what turned out to be a fabulous boat with a very knowledgeable and attentive crew we disembarked and made our way back to our hotel and yet another very nice dinner.  

Day 7   Sunday 9th Sept

This morning after an early breakfast we made our way back to Los Christianos this time for the ferry crossing to the small island of La Gomera. Our minibuses were driven on-board and parked and we then made our way to the upper outside decks. We hadn’t left port before we spotted a pod of Bottle-nosed Dolphins and some very distant Short-finned Pilot Whales, as well as Cory’s Shearwaters and Yellow-legged Gulls. The crossing was one and a quarter hours and we saw many Cory’s, although the views which were good still could not compare to yesterdays. As the sea became a litter rougher we spotted an adult Long-tailed Skua flying level with the ferry and allowing very good views of this rare migrant. The next sighting and a bird we all wished to see was a Bulwer’s Petrel which flew along side the ship and disappeared as quickly as it appeared allowing just Josele and Ed to get this much wanted bird onto their lists. We soon arrived at La Gomera and drove straight to a café where we enjoyed a fine cup of coffee. Leaving here we headed into the interior of the island passing spectacular scenery as we wound our way up into the national park and its extensive Laurel Forests. Our first roadside stop produced several dark phase Common Buzzards, and flight views of two or three Laurel Pigeons. A pair of Sardinian Warblers were then found as well as Canary Islands Chiffchaff and some beautiful Cleopatra butterflies. A few Canaries sat under a bush and lots of Golden House Leeks adorned the roadside cliffs. Lunch was taken at a small taverna near to the park entrance, after which we drove back up through the park, stopping at an overlook which gave us superb views of mount Teide on Tenerife. Our next stop produced a couple of Canary Islands Chiffchaffs and a skulking Robin before we set off for the harbour and our return crossing. Our crossing back held plenty of Cory’s Shearwaters, Yellow-legged Gulls, Bottle-nosed Dolphins, Short-finned Pilot Whales and for the lucky few fleeting glimpses of two Little Shearwaters now known as Macaronesian Shearwater. Once back on land we made our way though the chaos of traffic and headed back to our hotel where we enjoyed our final evening dinner together.

For those amongst us that enjoy the full wildlife experience from all the endemic birds, the unusual sub-species, dragonflies, butterflies, whales, dolphins, lizards, plants and superb scenery, I thank you all for making this tour a pleasure to lead. I would also like to thank Josele for his tireless groundwork, excellent choice of hotels, driving lessons and knowledge on where to find the islands speciality birds. And to my assistant Gina for her incredibly impressive bird spotting and inclusion of some of her photos.

Steve Bird

Checklist starts on next page -
BIRDLIST for the CANARY ISLANDS  2007

E = Endemic Species         ne = near endemic            

	SPECIES
	Scientific Name
	Details of sightings

	1 
	Madeiran Storm Petrel
	Oceanodroma castro
	One or possible the same or a second bird seen from our wildlife cruise on the 8th. Views were about 100yds in front and alongside the boat.

	1. 
	Bulwer’s Petrel
	Bulweria bulwerii
	One bird seen close beside the ferry to Gomera on the 9th by Josele and Ed.

	2. 
	Cory’s Shearwater
	Calonectirs diomedea borealis
	Seen on 4 days with sightings from land and superb views on wildlife cruise as well as Gomera ferry. Maximum in a day was 200 on 9th.

	3. 
	Macaronesian Shearwater
	Puffinus baroli
	Recent split from Little Shearwater P assimilis which is now a southern hemisphere species. 2 brief sightings from Gomera – Tenerife ferry on 9th. 

	4. 
	Little Egret
	Egretta garzeta
	Seen on 4 days with maximum of 9 seen on rocks from wildlife cruise on 8th.

	5. 
	Grey Heron
	Ardea cinerea
	Seen everyday with highest count of twos flying together.

	6. 
	Spoonbill
	Platalea leucorodia
	One seen well on Fuerteventura at reservoir. 

	7. 
	Ruddy Shelduck
	Tadorna ferruginea
	8 seen in one day on Fuerteventura with 2 on an almost dry reservoir and 6 on another reservoir. 

	8. 
	Egyptian Vulture
	Neophron percnopterus majorensis
	Seen on 2 days on Fuerteventura with 2 at barranco on 6th and 25 plus at feeding station on 7th. This distinctive sub-species breeding on Fuerteventura may well deserve full species status.

	9. 
	Common Buzzard
	Buteo buteo insularum
	This dark brown sub-species was seen everyday with a maximum of 8 on Fueteventura on the 7th.

	10. 
	Eurasian Sparrowhawk
	Accipiter nisus granti
	3 seen on the 5th with 2 flying past Laurel Pigeon site.

	11. 
	Common Kestrel
	Falco tinnunculus canariensis
	Seen everyday on Tenerife and Gomera. This sub-species is considerably darker than nominate tinnunculus found throughout Europe.

	
	Common Kestrel
	Falco tinnunculus dacotiae
	Seen both days on Fuerteventura this sub-species is much paler than nominate tinnunculus.

	12. 
	Barbary Falcon
	Falco peregrinus pelegrinoides
	Excellent views of an immature hunting larks and circling low overhead on Fuerteventura on 6th  

	13. 
	Barbary Partridge
	Alectoris barbara
	Heard on 1st day by hotel on Fuerteventura. 2nd day we saw 7 birds here and enjoyed superb views close to the minibuses.

	14. 
	Spotted Crake
	Porzana porzana
	We all had good scope views of this rare passage migrant found by Gina on a reservoir on Fuerteventura on the 7th.

	15. 
	Common Moorhen
	Gallinula chloropus
	6 birds were seen on reservoir on Fuerteventura on the 7th.

	16. 
	Coot
	Fulica atra
	7 seen on reservoir on Fuerteventura on the 7th

	17. 5
	Houbara Bustard
	Chlamydotis undulata fuertaventurae
	1 bird seen each day on Fuerteventura at an undisclosed site. We checked many other areas on the island and found footprints but no birds. There had been hunters with dogs, shooting rabbits which scared birds from one favourite site.

	18. 
	Stone-curlew
	Burhinus oedicnemus insularum
	An excellent find by Gina of a single bird near hotel on 7th.

	19. 
	Cream-coloured Coursor
	Cursorius cursor bannermani
	Excellent close views of 12 seen on the 6th and 8 seen on the 7th all on Fuerteventura and one of the favourite birds of  the tour.

	20. 
	Ringed Plover
	Charadrius hiaticula
	Seen on 2 days on Fuerteventura with maximum of 10 on the 7th 

	21. 
	Kentish Plover
	Charadrius alexandrinus
	2 birds seen on rocky beach by Salinas on Fuerteventura on 6th 

	22. 
	Grey Plover
	Pluvialis squatarola
	2 birds seen on rocky beach by Salinas on Fuerteventura on 6th  

	23. 1
	Dunlin
	Calidris alpina
	1 seen on reservoir on Fuerteventura on the 7th 

	24. 
	Sanderling
	Calidris alba
	2 seen on the 7th

	25. 
	Spotted Redshank
	Tringa erythropus
	1 found by Gina on reservoir on Fuerteventura on the 7th 

	26. 
	Redshank
	Tringa totanus
	4 seen on rocky beach by Salinas on Fuerteventura on the 6th 

	27. 
	Greenshank
	Tringa nebularia
	5 seen on rocky beach by Salinas on the 6th and 1 seen at reservoir on the 7th 

	28. 
	Common Sandpiper
	Actitis hypoleucos
	1 seen on Salinas on the 6th and 4 seen at different areas on  7th 

	29. 
	Ruddy Turnstone
	Arenaria interpres
	Up to 10 seen on rocky beach by Salinas on Fuerteventura on 6th 

	30. 
	Whimbrel
	Numenius phaeopus
	1 seen on rocks off shore from Laurel Pigeon site on 5th and 2 seen on rocky beach by Salinas on Fuerteventura on the 6th 

	31. 
	Common Snipe
	Gallinago gallinago
	1 found on edge of reservoir on Fuerteventura on 7th but very difficult to see. 

	32. 
	Long-tailed Skua
	Stercorarius longicaudus
	Excellent looks at an adult bird with full tail from ferry to Gomera on the 9th  - rare.

	33. 
	Yellow-legged Gull
	Larus cachinnans atlantis
	Commonly seen on 5 days and all of the dark mantled race atlantis which some authorities consider a full species the Atlantic Gull.

	34. 
	Black-bellied Sandgrouse
	Pterocles orientalis
	A flock of 24 birds were seen well at our undisclosed site on Fuerteventura briefly on ground but mostly good flight views.

	35. 
	Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon
	Columba livia
	Feral birds common and seen everyday, while birds showing consistent features of wild Rock Dove probable on coast on 5th  

	36. 
	Bolle’s Laurel Pigeon        E             
	Columba bollii
	2 birds were seen well perched in evening on the 5th from coastal site on Tenerife.

	37. 
	Laurel Pigeon                     E      
	Columba junoniae
	Apparently the harder to see of the two Laurel Pigeons we saw 6 birds well included excellent perched views from coastal site on Tenerife on the 5th and another 2 seen in flight only while on Gomera on the 9th 

	38. 
	Collared Dove
	Streptopelia decaocta
	Common and seen everyday

	39. 
	Barn Owl
	Tyto alba
	One bird seen by Steve and Elaine on the 5th beside hotel being chased by Kestrel.

	40. 
	European Turtle Dove
	Streptopelia turtur
	Seen on 3 days with highest count of 10 on Tenerife on 4th  

	41. 
	Plain Swift                         ne    
	Apus unicolor
	Seen well on at least 4 days with a maximum of 200 on the 4th 

	42. 
	Pallid Swift
	Apus pallidus
	Between 1 & 3 seen by café on Tenerife on the 5th.

	43. 
	Hoopoe
	Upopa epops
	Only seen on Fuerteventura, both days - 3 on 6th and 7 on 7th 

	44. 
	Great Spotted Woodpecker
	Dendrocopus major canariensis
	5 birds of this distinctive dark breasted race were seen at picnic ground on Tenerife on the 4th  

	45. 
	Lesser Short-toed Lark
	Calandrella rufescens polatzeki
	Seen both days on Fuerteventura with maximum flock of 30 near hotel on the 6th.

	46. 
	Berthelot's Pipit               ne      
	Anthus berthelotii
	Seen well on 5 days with a maximum count of 10 on the 7th 

	47. 
	Yellow Wagtail
	Motacilla  flava
	1 seen on edges of reservoir on Fuerteventura on the 7th.

	48. 
	Grey Wagtail
	Motacilla cinerea canariensis
	1 seen on the 8th 

	49. 
	Robin
	Erithacus rubecola superbus
	1 seen on Gomera on the 9th.

	50. 
	Canary Islands Chat         E      
	Saxicola dacotiae
	Seen well on Fuerteventura with 3 on the 6th and 2 on the 7th.

	51. 
	Blackbird
	Turdus merula cabrerae
	Small numbers recorded on 4 days mainly Tenerife.

	52. 
	Blackcap
	Sylvia atricapilla 
	3 were seen on the 5th 

	53. 
	Sardinian Warbler
	Sylvia melanocephala
	A pair showed well on the 9th on Gomera.

	54. 
	Spectacled Warbler
	Sylvia conspicillata orbitalis
	Seen on 3 days with best sightings on Fuerteventura near hotel and 2 near reservoir.

	55. 
	Canary Islands Chiffchaff  E
	Phylloscopus  canariensis
	A recently split endemic we found it to be common on Tenerife especially around our hotel gardens.

	56. 
	Spotted Flycatcher
	Muscicapa striata
	2 seen on Fuerteventura on 7th

	57. 
	Pied Flycatcher
	Ficedula hypoleuca
	A female seen on Fuerteventura on the 7th. Same area as above.

	58. 
	Tenerife Kinglet                E       
	Regulus teneriffae
	Seen well on Tenerife with 6 on 4th and 4 on the 5th.

	59. 
	African Blue Tit
	Cyanistes ultramarinus teneriffae
	Seen on 3 days on Tenerife with a maximum of 10 on the 4th. This is a recent split from European Blue Tit  C. caeruleus.

	60. 
	Southern Grey Shrike
	Lanius meridionalis koenigi
	The resident dark race of this species was seen on 3 days with a maximum of 12 on Fuerteventura on the 7th.

	61. 
	Raven
	Corvus corax tingitanus
	The smallest race of Common Raven was seen on both days on Fuerteventura with 22 on the 7th 

	62. 
	Spanish Sparrow
	Passer hispaniolensis
	Seen on both days on Fuerteventura with 30 on the 7th 

	63. 
	Chaffinch
	Fringilla coelebs canariensis
	This attractive race was seen on Tenerife on the 4th and 5th 

	64. 
	Blue Chaffinch                  E       
	Fringilla teydea teydea
	Very surprised to see up to 30 of this endemic on Tenerife at a picnic ground on the 4th 

	65. 
	Linnet
	Carduelis cannabina meadewaldoi
	3 seen on Fuerteventura on 7th 

	66. 
	Atlantic Canary               ne      
	Serinus canaria
	Seen on 3 days on Tenerife and quite common with maximum of 20 seen on the 4th 

	67. 
	Trumpeter Finch
	Bucanetes githagineus
	1 seen well near Salinas on 5th and up to 10 in the desert on Fuerteventura on the 7th 


Other Sightings
	Bottlenose Dolphin
	Tursiops truncatus
	12 Seen incredibly well from wildlife cruise on 8th and several seen at distance from ferry on the 9th 

	Short-finned Pilot Whale
	Globicephala melaena
	Some of the most amazing close views anyone could ever experience of up to 25 animals from the wildlife cruise on the 8th and several pods also seen from ferry on the 9th. 

	Black Rat
	Rattus Rattus
	2 seen on road as we drove across Gomera on the 9th 

	Rabbit
	Oryctolagus cuniculus
	Hunted on all islands we saw one or two on 2 days

	Barbary Ground Squirrel
	Atlantoxerus getulus
	Seen on 2 days with highest count of 6 on Tenerife on the 5th 

	Loggerhead Turtle
	Caretta caretta
	A 4ft turtle presumed to be this species was seen swimming on surface from wildlife cruise on the 8th 

	Flying Fish sp ?
	
	Excellent views of several from wildlife cruise but exact species unknown.

	Tenerife Lizard
	Gallotia galloti
	This handsome blue-sided lizard was seen mostly at altitude on Tenerife on the  4th and 5th 

	Monarch
	Danaus plexippus
	Seen on Tenerife with several sightings around hotel grounds.

	Canary Speckled Wood       E
	Pararge xiphioides
	Seen on Tenerife and Laurel forest on Gomera

	Canary Island's Large White  E
	Pieris cheiranthi
	Just seen a couple of times

	Small White
	Pieris rapae
	Many seen throughout  both islands

	Canary Grayling                  E
	Pseudotergumia wyssii
	1 seen well from overlook on Tenerife on the 4th  

	Gatekeeper
	Pyronia tithonus
	A few seen

	Red Admiral
	Vanessa atalanta
	A few seen

	Painted Lady
	Vanessa cardui
	Several seen

	Cleopatra
	Goneopteryx cleopatra
	This gorgeous species was seen a few times on Gomera

	Cardinal
	Pandoriana pandora
	A single specimen showed very well perched on  5th 

	Long-tailed Blue
	Lampides boeticus
	Definitely seen on at least the day of the 5th 

	Canary Blue                        E
	Cyclyrius webbianus
	This superb endemic was seen well on several days

	Emperor Dragonfly
	Anax imperator
	This was a fairly common large dragonfly

	Red-veined Darter
	Sympetrum fonscolombii
	Both males and females were regularly seen.


Please note that our checklists do not include species seen by leaders only.

We also do not include single observer sightings or very poor views.

We do not count heard only or subspecies, although they are noted.

This we believe gives us a very honest accurate group total.

With this in mind we welcome you to compare our lists with other companies, check out our high standards and above all our prices which offer the very best value for money.
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