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Migration in Andalucia Short Break

Dates: September 24th to 28th                                                  

Sites: Malaga, Gibraltar Strait                                                                       
Tour Leader: Josele J. Saiz                 
Tour Party:  A Howes, F Pickering , R Nixon, Ch. Lynn , B Smith, J & S Tomlinson , 

                     Sh Locker  B & B Church, Ken Knowles , G Hardy , P Langston, S Dear                                 
Number  of Species:   117                                                       
Birdwatching in Southern Spain in September 2007

Any time through September to the middle of October is a good time to witness bird migration across the Costa de la Luz (west of Gibraltar) and our group duly arrived on time in Malaga on a hot afternoon, meeting up with Josele Saiz and immediately heading south to Punta de los Carnero, south of Algeciras. Within an hour and half we had seen up to seventy eagles, most of them being light phased Booted Eagles, but with a sprinkling of Short Toed Eagles also, and a brief glimpse of a Honey Buzzard, not forgetting the two Hummingbird Hawk Moths. Our four night base was a very nice beach hotel in Zahara de los Atunes.

On the next morning we headed off to nearby La Janda, where the flooded rice fields were an obvious attraction for the birds. We spent a full three hours there, recording such species as Glossy Ibis, Spoonbill, ever present Marsh Harriers, Purple Heron, Fan Tailed Warbler, Curlew Sandpiper, a flock of Lesser Kestrels, Peregrine, Black, Red and Black Shouldered Kites. By lunchtime it was unbearably hot so we were forced to take shelter over a leisurely lunch before continuing to the craggy outcrop above Bolonia, where we saw our only Blue Rock Thrushes, Pied Flycatcher and the first of several smart Northern Wheatears. Raptors were not numerous here but we did have the advantage of viewing several species from above and five Black Storks passed high overhead.

Day three saw us heading off immediately to the tidal mudflats at Barbate. A good selection of waders and terns were present.  Nearby at Cape Trafalgar the stiff onshore breeze brought many Cory’s and Mediterranean Shearwaters close in for our inspection before we continued to Sanlucar de Barremeda where on the Bonanza saltpans we had fine views of Slender Billed Gulls, Greater Flamingoes plus many more waders including Avocets and Black Winged Stilts. Not far away at the Laguna Tarelo we struggled to see some distant White Headed Ducks and what appeared to be a solitary Marbled Duck. Some immature Black Terns however gave much better views.

Next day we decided to concentrate on the raptors and an early visit to a watchpoint east of Tarifa, where the strong wind promised much but failed to materialise was not a good start. Some of the group decided they would take a ‘pelagic’ into the Gibraltar Straits. They were rewarded with close up views of at least ten Pilot Whales and then a similar number of Bottle Nosed Dolphins, whilst those that remained returned to another watchpoint and immediately recorded two different Ruppell’s Vultures, plus several Black Storks and a steady stream of Booted and Short Toed Eagles. There was also time for the ‘landlubbers’ to visit a Paraje Natural (naturist beach) which strangely enough had a viewing hide ? Some Audouin’s and Mediterranean Gulls, Knots, Curlew Sandpipers were just a few of the many species on the shallow beach pools. Later in the afternoon the whole group returned to La Janda, where we added some excellent sightings to our list. Pride of place probably goes to the immature Lanner Falcon of the North African race, which remained perched about 150 metres from our excited group for as long as could have wanted. Further along the track we later saw a female or immature Montagu’s Harrier and then a female or immature Merlin (quite close to us) chased some Jackdaws for minutes on end as we looked down on them across the valley. There were lots of Lesser Kestrels in this area too and at least two Spanish Sparrows were located in a large flock of sparrows.

The final day turned out to be our climax and on returning to the watchpoint were rewarded with up to 400 different eagles in just over an hour around lunchtime.  About 70% were Short Toed Eagles, the remainder being Booted Eagles and the strong winds were preventing them making the crossing to Morocco, which seemed within touching distant to us as the peaks protruded above the sea mist.  We were of course seeing more Griffon Vultures than anything else throughout this trip and Egyptian Vultures in a variety of plumages gave us some very good comparisons of how these birds can look. As we travelled back to Malaga we wondered if the threat of rain would spoil our visit to the Guadalahorce Marsh near the airport. Luckily it did not and on one of the pools there we saw eleven White Headed Ducks (males and females) very closely indeed. It had not been a trip of many passerines, but here we did add Nightingale, Common Redstart, Willow Warbler, not forgetting a Black Necked Grebe, some Pallid Swifts and a bush full of splendid Monk Parakeets.

Andy Howes

BIRD HIGHLIGHTS

	
	SQUACCO HERON
	
	EAGLE OWL   
	
	RED-BACKED  SHRIKE       

	
	LITTLE BITTERN    
	
	LITTLE OWL  
	
	LESSER GREY SHRIKE 

	
	NIGHT HERON   
	
	LONG-EARED OWL  
	
	SOUTHERN GREY SHRIKE  

	xx
	CATTLE EGRET   -  
	
	SHORT-EARED OWL  
	
	WOODCHAT SHRIKE 

	xx
	LITTLE EGRET   
	
	TENGMALM´S OWL  
	
	ALPINE CHOUGH  

	4
	PURPLE HERON  
	
	RED-NECKED NIGHTJAR  
	
	RED BILLED CHOUGH           

	xx
	WHITE STORK  
	
	ALPINE SWIFT  
	xx
	SPOTLESS  STARLING   

	
	COMMON SHELDUCK  
	1
	BEE-EATER 
	
	ROCK SPARROW  

	
	RED-CRESTED POCHARD  
	
	ROLLER  
	
	SNOWFINCH  

	2
	RED KITE
	
	HOOPOE   
	1
	SERIN  

	
	LAMMERGEIER  
	
	EURASIAN WRYNECK   
	
	CITRIL FINCH  

	4
	EGYPTIAN VULTURE  
	
	 BLACK WOODPECKER   
	
	CIRL BUNTING       

	60+
	GRIFFON VULTURE  
	
	 WHITE-BACKED WOODPECKER 
	
	ROCK BUNTING  

	xx
	SHORT-TOED EAGLE  
	
	 LESSER –S WOODPECKER   
	
	ORTOLAN BUNTING   

	1
	MONTAGU´S HARRIER      
	
	 DUPONT´S LARK  
	xx
	CORN BUNTING             

	
	GOSHAWK  
	
	 CALANDRA LARK  
	
	

	
	GOLDEN EAGLE  
	
	 SHORT-TOED LARK  
	1
	Black Necked Greebe

	Xx
	BOOTED EAGLE    
	
	LESSER SHORT-TOED LARK  
	10+       
	Cory´s Shearwater

	
	BONELLI´S EAGLE   
	x
	CRESTED LARK  
	1
	 Mediterranean Shearwater

	3
	OSPREY  
	
	THEKLA LARK  
	300+
	Glossy Ibis

	X
	LESSER KESTREL  
	3
	CRAG MARTIN   
	21+
	Spoonbill

	1
	MERLIN   
	
	TAWNY PIPIT  
	xx
	Greater Flamingo

	3
	HOBBY  
	
	WATER PIPIT  
	1
	Marbled Teal

	2
	PEREGRINE FALCON  
	
	ALPINE ACCENTOR  
	3
	White Headed Duck

	
	ROCK PTARMIGAN   
	
	BLACK-ÉARED WHEATEAR  
	1
	Lanner Falcon

	
	CAPERCAILLIE     
	
	BLACK WHEATEAR  
	2
	Ruppel´s Vulture

	xx
	RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  
	
	ROCK THRUSH  
	20+
	Mediterranean Gull

	
	QUAIL  
	3
	BLUE ROCK THRUSH   
	5
	Audouin´s Gull

	
	SPOTTED CRAKE  
	
	RING  OUZEL  
	15+
	Slender Billed Gull

	
	COMMON CRANE       
	h
	CETTI´S WARBLER  
	3 
	Little Tern

	
	LITTLE BUSTARD      
	xx
	FAN-TAILED WARBLER  
	3
	Pallid Swift

	
	GREAT BUSTARD  
	
	GREAT REED WARBLER  
	35+
	Red-rumped Swallow

	xx
	BLACK-WINGED STILT  
	
	OLIVACEUS WARBLER   
	2
	Spanish Sparrow

	x
	PIED  AVOCET  
	
	MELODIOUS WARBLER  
	
	

	
	STONE CURLEW  
	
	DARTFORD WARBLER  
	
	

	x
	KENTISH PLOVER   
	
	SPECTACLED WARBLER 
	
	

	
	DOTTEREL  
	
	SUBALPINE WARBLER  
	
	

	
	GULL-BILLED TERN 
	10
	SARDINIAN WARBLER    
	
	

	x
	WHISKERED TERN  
	
	ORPHEAN WARBLER  
	
	

	x
	BLACK TERN  
	
	 BONELLI´S WARBLER 
	
	

	
	BLACK-BELLIED SANDGROUSE  
	
	IBERIAN CHIFF-CHAFF   
	
	

	
	PIN-TAILED SANDGROUSE  
	
	FIRECREST   
	
	

	
	ROCK DOVE  
	
	CRESTED TIT  
	
	

	
	STOCK DOVE  
	
	WALLCREEPER   
	
	

	
	TURTLE DOVE  
	
	SHORT-TOED TREECREEPER  
	
	

	
	GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOO  
	
	PENDULINE TIT  
	
	

	
	SCOPS OWL   
	
	GOLDEN ORIOLE  
	
	


h/Heard  */ Seeing 
  ad/ Adult    juv/ Juvenile   f/ Female   m/Male    ++ / Common    (?) possible
