The Road to Morocco 

‘….like Webster’s dictionary we’re Morocco bound’
This was the refrain (from the old Bob Hope/Bing Crosby film) going through my head the week before I prepared for this trip in April.  And Morocco bound we soon were, leaving dark Dursley at the unearthly hour of 2.15am, arriving in hot and sunny Agadir ten hours later to be met by Josele and Moha, our guides, with a comfortable minibus.  Josele had led two of Mike’s trips in Spain so was known to most of us; Moha is Moroccan, a Berber from the desert, and he had taken care of travel and hotel arrangements, speaking not only his own language, but fluent French and Spanish as well.

After a tasty lunch in an open-air fish restaurant by the harbour, we set off to start birdwatching.  An hour in our comfortable minibus found us north of Agadir on the Atlantic coast at Tamri, where over 60 life ticks were achieved in one fell swoop: a flock of 60+ bald ibis on a sand bank!  They are not what anyone could call attractive birds, but as there is only a world population, variously given as between 200 - 500, it was certainly a good start to the trip.  Also seen very quickly on the beach were Audouin’s gull, with gull-billed and Sandwich tern, while in and around  the bushes we found woodchat and southern grey shrike, Moussier’s redstart, and melodious, fan-tailed and Sardinian warbler;  a kestrel, a couple of lanner falcons and common, pallid and little swifts flew overhead and around the cliffs.

The countryside was very dry, stony and dusty, but colourful wild flowers, shrubs of oleander and bougainvillea, geraniums and Hottentot figs grew prolifically in this area, and the walls of the low, square, flat-roofed houses were washed with a pretty peach colour which I found very elegant and restful to the eye as it blended with the landscape most harmoniously.  Plenty of new building in the same style was in evidence here, and huge drainage or sewer pipes were being installed beside the road, but in contrast the herds of goats and sheep and occasional camels took us back in time.

After a very good night’s sleep – bear in mind I had not slept for about 40 hours -- I was ready for the first full day of the holiday, to be spent walking along the valley of the River Massa, towards the coast.  The dusty track kept beside and above the river for a few miles, and we were able to look down on a myriad of house and sand martins, common and pallid swifts, swallows and red-rumped swallows, and bee-eaters all flying close to the surface of the water.  Raptors flew overhead – black kites, booted eagle, hobby, kestrel, lanner falcon, sparrowhawk, an osprey, and a large gathering of griffon vultures; and the sounds of collared, laughing and turtle doves and many warblers accompanied us as we walked.  As we neared the coast, the river now held sandbanks and shallow lagoons, so lots of waders and ducks were in evidence, with the added bonus just before leaving of seeing 13 rare marbled teal.  But the most unexpected sighting we had here in this quiet river valley was of a pair of Somerset Sages – yes, Hilary and Martin, club members, who had taken some of us to Brazil a couple of years ago – the world is definitely shrinking!

The first hour or so of the next morning was spent at Oued Sous (oued - or wadi - is a valley) where the River Sous flows into the Atlantic just south of Agadir.  Here again we saw a plentiful variety of waders on the mudflats of the estuary, with spoonbills and flamingos amongst them.  Here, too, we had our only sighting of black-crowned tchagras, which the guide books seem to imply are plentiful in this region.

Leaving the coastal area behind us, we set off driving eastwards, along the fertile valley of the Sous with its many orange and argana (olive) groves, stands of bamboo, fields of barley and potatoes, and salad and soft fruit crops in polythene tunnels.  The roads were good – quiet, straight, and well surfaced; the smaller roads were single track with ‘hard shoulders’ of gravel for using when meeting oncoming vehicles.  Several stops were made for birdwatching, one of which produced our first trumpeter finches, and another a black-shouldered kite – both beautiful sights.  Several varieties of lark, wheatear and hirondines were also added, and another sudden stop enabled us to have a really close view from the minibus of a small group of cream-coloured coursers at the road’s edge – truly lovely waders: sand-coloured with fine black edges to the wings as they run along the sand, but completely black under the wings in flight.

After lunch at a wayside ‘auberge’ we left the river and almost immediately the landscape changed from green and fertile to dry, dusty and stony, but many dried-up riverbeds with deep gouged-out channels indicated that at times there must be torrents of fast-flowing water along them, and occasional areas of greenery showed there is water close to the surface in places.  Geologically, the landscape was always interesting; as the hills and mountains were virtually bare, the narrow bands of rocky strata could easily be seen, sometimes horizontal, often curved and twisted or almost vertical, showing the upheavals that must have taken place in ages past as this land was thrust up from under the sea bed.  The land is still on the move, crumbling and flaking and falling, and there were several places we travelled where the edge of the road was like an overhanging cornice, with nothing supporting it.

Our overnight destination was Ouarzazate (pronounced ‘waz-az-at’), created by the French as a garrison town – Morocco was a French protectorate from 1912 until 1956, but Spain also controlled part of the country, and both languages are still widely spoken although we encountered French most of the time.  Ouarzazate holds a couple of film studios, and quite a few well-known movies have been made here.  We encountered one in the making the following morning when we went to the nearby El Mansour reservoir: sounds of distant gunfire and a Bedouin tent beside the water.  No longer spaghetti westerns, but cous-cous westerns!  Our interest, however, was in the birdlife on the water and at the nearby oasis – lots of warblers, with residents like Bonelli’s and olivaceous singing, but on-passage chiff-chaff and willow warbler migrants not.  Here too we saw the first blue-cheeked bee-eaters and desert larks and tawny pipits.  

Soon afterwards we were travelling east once more, now with the snow-capped High Atlas mountains to the north, and the lower Anti Atlas to the south.  The land grew more and more desolate, like a lunarscape at times, with now and again in the distance the solitary figure of a shepherd or goatherd with his animals, or the occasional herd of camels.  Every so often an area of green lushness appeared, an oasis with palm, eucalyptus and tamarisk trees, and a village with its few crops.  The mosque and the water tower were always the most elegant buildings of a village, and other public buildings such as schools, town halls and military establishments were also smart.

Usually our lunch break was at a small auberge beside the road, or in a small town.  Tasty salads of tomatoes, cucumber, onion, herbs and a spicy dressing, dishes of olives, flat loaves of bread, and meatballs freshly made then cooked on a charcoal grill was the normal fare.  In general, the food was appetising and plentiful and attractively served.

Having sustained ourselves, our next stop before arriving at Tinehir, was in the stony desert, the ‘hammada’, at the famous Tagdlit Track (the spelling of this is different every time I encounter it!).  All the itineraries quote it as producing a great variety of species – but what they don’t say is that actually it is the local rubbish tip.  And rubbish tips in Morocco seem to cover several acres: black polythene bags are just dumped haphazardly, and as they split are blown about and catch on the small thorn bushes over a wide area.  It really was a very distressing sight to us, used to our tidy landfill sites.  To me, it was the only ‘downside’ of the country.

However, the Tagdlit Track lived up to its reputation, and in no time at all we had a number of first sightings of the trip.  Desert wheatear, red-rumped wheatear, short-toed lark, Temminck’s lark, bar-tailed lark, thick-billed lark were all seen in a matter of moments, with Barbary falcon and long-legged buzzard just a little further away. After a couple of absorbing hours walking in this new environment, a strong wind got up, blowing sand and dust, so after stopping on the other side of the road for a distant view of an Eagle owl in a hole among the rocky crags, we found sanctuary at our hotel in Tinehir.

North of Tinehir is the Gorge du Todra, a spectacular canyon 300metres deep in places, with hairpin bends and great views.  Here, next day, we experienced crag martins zooming close to our heads and dipping above the river, serins and nightingales singing, rock buntings, house buntings, and grey wagtails high on the rocky walls of the gorge in company with redstarts and black wheatears and a blue rock thrush.  The bird we were looking for was Tristram’s warbler, which in Morocco is only found here, and Josele was quick to pick up its song when we stopped further up the gorge.  It was similar to a Dartford warbler, slightly smaller with a white- ringed red eye and this male showed a beautiful rusty-red breast as he flew several times from one side of the road to the other and perched within a few metres from our group.  The light was excellent, and telescopes were not really required.

Also in the gorge was an instance of where the river had eroded its bank under the road, and with nothing left to support it, the road had simply collapsed.  Traffic was actually being routed along the dry riverbed for a short distance whilst reconstruction took place.  As we drove up out of the gorge we looked down across a valley to see a large village, and so well did the natural colours of its walls blend with the earth, it was not easily discerned at the foot of the cliffs against which it was built in tiers.  This style of building was a sight that continually interested me as it was repeated right across the land, the colours changing with the earth from pale sand through all shades to rich red.  The buildings were always square or rectangular, usually one or two storeys (no buildings are allowed to be higher than the mosque) and were very restful and harmonious to my eyes.

Leaving Tinehir the following morning we set out for the destination I had been eagerly anticipating – the edge of the Sahara Desert!  It was a long drive, but we had several birdwatching stops, and as we journeyed we could look at the small dusty villages through which we passed -- most looked very poor, but had a variety of shops and workshops in small lock-ups, like rows of garages.  Moha and Josele stopped to buy bananas and delicious oranges: two full carrier bags cost about £2.  The oranges in particular were delicious, and I ate 2 or 3 every day.  Erfoud was the last small town before we reached the desert, so we made a break for lunch there and had a brief look at one or two shops; one was selling jewellery, mostly gold, which was sold by weight.  Others had shoes and sandals, scarves and clothes.

Then suddenly we were in the desert!  Signs at the roadside pointed towards sandy nothingness -- we followed one signed ‘Auberge Michel’ and after about 20 minutes arrived at a small oasis with a walled auberge.  A group of birdwatchers told us there was a roller nearby, which was the only one we saw on our trip, and here we also saw a hoopoe and the first desert sparrows.  Heading away from this small area of civilisation, we began to explore the dunes, the sand reflecting the heat and glare of the sun; it felt like being on the beach, and I kept expecting to see the sea over the next dune. 

However, this was not yet our destination, so later in the afternoon it was back into the minibus and over the sands again until we finally arrived at our auberge outside the village of Merzouga.  Like all these desert auberges it is enclosed by a wall to keep the drifting sand at bay, it is single storeyed, and built in the traditional Berber style which uses no cement.  It is named ‘Ali el Cojo’ after its owner (one-legged Ali) and the staff wear sweatshirts with a logo of a camel with a wooden leg.  The rooms were cool after the heat of the day, and spacious and well-fitted; the wash basins were carved out of slabs of polished rock, with natural fossils in relief around the edges.  

Merzouga is almost the end of the road before the border with Algeria; I believe this is currently closed due to territorial arguments.  There is a fertile oasis about half a mile away, so we walked over to explore it, on the way accumulating a retinue of village children who all wanted to sell us fossils.  These were actually rather beautiful – polished ammonites and trilobites of varying sizes – for about 10 dirhams (60 pence) or so.  Hoopoes, pied flycatchers, yellow wagtails, bee-eaters, turtle doves, redstarts, house martins and swallows were all here in the garden plots belonging to the villagers; we learned later that each villager is allowed water for a certain number of hours a day for his plot.  Barricade fences of palm fronds had been erected nearby to prevent the shifting sands of the dunes from encroaching on the village and the oasis.

As the sun went down, we sat in the courtyard amongst the oleander and tamarisk shrubs and looked across the coarse black gritty sand of the near desert to see the contrasting red sand dunes of Erg Chebbi take on a different character as the shadows accentuated their sharp edges and flowing hollows.  They did not seem very huge until a camel train was seen traversing them, looking like black ants on their wide expanse.  

The following day was the wildest of the trip, travelling through the desert in Land Rovers driven by Berber Arabs in flowing kaftans, head-dresses, and with mobile phones.  It took about an hour and a half to reach the next oasis where we had hoped that by being early we might see spotted sandgrouse, but apart from a fleeting sight by a couple of the group, it was not to be.  Neither did we see the elusive and rare hubara bustards, even though our 4 landrovers did a wide sweep of the area in which a local man had seen them earlier; they are obviously very good at camouflaging themselves amongst the sparse vegetation.  There were plenty of other birds to see, however, both at the oasis and as we drove in the surrounding desert  – pied flycatcher, chiffchaff, whitethroat, sedge warbler, woodchat shrike, olivaceous warbler, wood warbler, trumpeter finch, whinchat, bar-tailed, desert and hoopoe larks, desert warbler, wryneck and tree pipit. Sailing overhead were purple herons, black kites, long-legged buzzards, marsh and Montague’s harriers, and a little later a gathering of 26 brown-necked ravens on the skyline.

The desert fascinated me.  The flat parts had an unexpected gritty surface on top of the sand, which made it look quite black, but the dunes rising up were of smooth sand; it seemed so empty and featureless, yet there were tyre tracks all over the place, and whenever we stopped for more than a few minutes, people (usually children) would appear from nowhere.  Seeing herds of camels and goats and the occasional nomad’s tent was what I expected, but the odd cyclists and motor-cyclists seemed anachronisms!  I was thrilled to experience the phenomenon of a mirage, and could easily understand how thirsty travellers could be misled into thinking that there was water in the distance.  There were many stunted trees, lots of them bare of leaves; Josele said that there had been a plague of locusts in December, which probably explained why we saw no fulvous babblers there, as they inhabit those trees.   A stop at a caravanserai for the customary sweet mint tea, with its ritualistic pouring, enabled us to have a close look at a resting camel train with accompanying desert sparrows.

That night at the ‘Auberge Ali’ we celebrated Josele’s birthday, and afterwards Moha and the young men of the house gave a superb exhibition of drumming, singing and dancing, in between serving our drinks and clearing the tables!  Apparently they belong to a school of drumming, and travel around Morocco giving performances.  It was certainly a memorable evening.  

Sadly, the time to leave the desert came all too quickly, but we were now heading for the High Atlas mountains for the final part of the holiday.  It took two days travelling to reach Marrakech, but there were some very interesting sights to see on the journey – the old Kasbah (citadel) at Telouet -- people going about their daily life as we passed through towns and villages -- village shops selling hand-made wooden furniture, bamboo fencing, or traditional pottery – streams of children on their way to and from school – distant dust devils funnelling along a sandy hillsides -- the awe-inspiring views up or down the mountain roads as we traversed the many hairpin bends -- the bridge that had collapsed into a ravine, necessitating a permanent deviation of the road -- negotiating the Col du Tichka at 2,260 metres.  Gradually, the land became more fertile, and we began to see rivers and irrigation channels.  One of the several halts we made was in a wooded valley where we saw 2 Levaillant’s woodpeckers, 2 great spotted woodpeckers, a small flock of hawfinches, our first chaffinches, the only robin of the trip, serin, jay, goshawk and a nightingale.

The next day in the High Atlas was the first sunless day, and as we drove higher and higher, visibility got less and less as we were enveloped in cloud.  This was not good birdwatching weather!  But suddenly, just as happens in an aircraft, we broke out of the clouds and emerged into brilliant warm sunshine and bright blue skies.  The road ended 2,650 metres high at the small ski resort of Oukaimeden (‘the meeting of four winds’) where for the first time we had to don our coats.  Quite quickly we saw the target birds: crimson-winged finch and rock sparrow; and we also enjoyed splendid views of black redstarts, horned larks, a magnificent rock thrush, a singing woodlark perched near a dozing little owl, a huge mixed flock of red-billed and alpine choughs wheeling overhead, a booted eagle, a long-legged buzzard, and ravens.  There was also a North African version (seebohmi) of our own northern wheatear, a truly beautiful bird looking quite different with its black bib.  The eight species of wheatear we saw regularly throughout our trip was a highlight for me.  

The clouds had lifted for the drive back down the mountains and we could see the poppies, aloe vera, prickly pear and orchards of blossoming apple trees that had been shrouded in mist on the upward journey.  We also watched more birds – swooping crag martins and swifts, sparrowhawk, blue rock thrush, serin, firecrest and the splendid Moussier’s redstart – at a couple of stops.

We couldn’t leave Morocco without venturing into the notorious souks of Marrakech, so that is how the final morning was spent.  A local guide, Youssef, was engaged to take us around – we couldn’t risk losing anyone, with a deadline to leave for the airport in a few hours!  He showed us ancient doorways and carvings in the narrow winding alleyways through which laden donkeys, handcarts, cyclists, motor-cyclists and mothers with baby buggies all contrived to make their way.  Small shops with goods on display abounded and tempted us to linger and explore and buy.  A visit to the Medersa ben Youssef, a 16th century school for students studying the Koran, was very interesting, as was the old pharmacy where we had a talk about traditional herbs and spices, with practical examples of their uses -- several of our group volunteered for neck, back and hand massages -- and quite a few purchases were made to take home.

During our eleven days in Morocco we experienced a variety of habitats, from coast to desert to mountains, with everything in between.  The total of species seen altogether approached the two hundred mark, and our thanks must go to Josele and Moha for their skill and knowledge and planning which discovered these birds for us, and provided comfortable accommodation and transport -- and of course to Mike, who once again turned up trumps in arranging this excellent and memorable trip.

Where will the road lead to next year? 









                                      Anne Nuttall

BIRD HIGHLIGHTS

Dates: April 6th to 16yh – 11 days                       

Tour: Morocco

Sites: Atlantic coast, Atlas mountains, Anti-Atlas, Semi desert areas, Sahara Desert

Tour Leader: Josele J. Saiz

Number of Species : 191  

	Aprox numbers
	Species
	Scientific Name
	1. 

	5
	Little Grebe 
	Tachybaptus ruficollis 
	2. 

	x
	Great Crested Grebe 
	Podiceps cristatus 
	3. 

	19
	Great Cormorant 
	Phalacrocorax carbo maroccanus
	4. 

	X
	Grey Heron 
	Ardea cinerea 
	5. 

	6
	Purple Heron 
	Ardea purpurea 
	6. 

	10+
	Little Egret 
	Egretta garzetta 
	7. 

	3
	Squacco Heron 
	Ardeola ralloides 
	8. 

	20+
	Cattle Egret 
	Bubulcus ibis 
	9. 

	14
	Black-crowned Night Heron 
	Nycticorax nycticorax 
	10. 

	7
	White Stork 
	Ciconia ciconia 
	11. 

	67
	Bald Ibis
	Geronticus eremita 
	12. 

	107+
	Glossy Ibis 
	Plegadis falcinellus 
	13. 

	62
	Eurasian Spoonbill 
	Platalea leucorodia 
	14. 

	8
	Greater Flamingo 
	Phoenicopterus ruber 
	15. 

	1
	Ruddy Shelduck 
	Tadorna ferruginea 
	16. 

	X
	Gadwall 
	Anas strepera 
	17. 

	X
	Mallard 
	Anas platyrhynchos 
	18. 

	1
	Northern Pintail 
	Anas acuta 
	19. 

	4
	Garganey 
	Anas querquedula 
	20. 

	10+
	Marbled Teal 
	Marmaronetta angustirostris 
	21. 

	1
	Common Pochard 
	Aythya ferina 
	22. 

	1
	Tufted Duck 
	Aythya fuligula 
	23. 

	1
	Osprey 
	Pandion haliaetus 
	24. 

	1
	Black-shouldered Kite 
	Elanus caeruleus 
	25. 

	70+
	Black Kite 
	Milvus migrans 
	26. 

	16
	Griffon Vulture
	Gyps fulvus
	27. 

	3
	Short-toed Eagle 
	Circaetus gallicus 
	28. 

	16+
	Western Marsh Harrier 
	Circus aeruginosus harterti
	29. 

	13
	Montagu's Harrier 
	Circus pygargus 
	30. 

	2
	Eurasian Sparrowhawk 
	Accipiter nisus punicus
	31. 

	2
	Northern Goshawk 
	Accipiter gentilis 
	32. 

	10
	Long-legged Buzzard 
	Buteo rufinus cirtensis
	33. 

	3
	Bonelli's Eagle 
	Hieraaetus fasciatus 
	34. 

	6
	Booted Eagle 
	Hieraaetus pennatus 
	35. 

	1
	Red-footed Falcon 
	Falco vespertinus  
	36. 

	X
	Eurasian Kestrel 
	Falco tinnunculus 
	37. 

	1
	Eurasian Hobby 
	Falco subbuteo 
	38. 

	3
	Lanner Falcon 
	Falco biarmicus erlangeri
	39. 

	8
	Barbary Falcon 
	Falco peregrinus  pelegrinoides
	40. 

	3
	Barbary Partridge 
	Alectoris barbara spatzi
	41. 

	X
	Common Moorhen 
	Gallinula chloropus 
	42. 

	X
	Eurasian Coot 
	Fulica atra 
	43. 

	X
	Eurasian Oystercatcher 
	Haematopus ostralegus 
	44. 

	18
	Black-winged Stilt 
	Himantopus himantopus 
	45. 

	7
	Pied Avocet 
	Recurvirostra avosetta 
	46. 

	1
	Eurasian Thick-knee 
	Burhinus oedicnemus saharae
	47. 

	40+
	Cream-colored Courser 
	Cursorius cursor 
	48. 

	X
	Black-bellied Plover 
	Pluvialis squatarola 
	49. 

	x
	Common Ringed Plover 
	Charadrius hiaticula 
	50. 

	13
	Little Ringed Plover 
	Charadrius dubius 
	51. 

	X
	Kentish Plover 
	Charadrius alexandrinus 
	52. 

	1
	Black-tailed Godwit 
	Limosa limosa 
	53. 

	3
	Bar-tailed Godwit 
	Limosa lapponica 
	54. 

	1
	Eurasian Curlew 
	Numenius arquata 
	55. 

	2
	Spotted Redshank 
	Tringa erythropus 
	56. 

	x
	Common Redshank 
	Tringa totanus 
	57. 

	1
	Common Greenshank 
	Tringa nebularia 
	58. 

	2
	Green Sandpiper 
	Tringa ochropus 
	59. 

	1
	Wood Sandpiper 
	Tringa glareola 
	60. 

	4
	Common Sandpiper 
	Actitis hypoleucos  Hypoleucos
	61. 

	1
	Sanderling 
	Calidris alba 
	62. 

	X
	Little Stint 
	Calidris minuta 
	63. 

	3
	Curlew Sandpiper 
	Calidris ferruginea 
	64. 

	X
	Dunlin 
	Calidris alpina 
	65. 

	20+
	Audouin's Gull 
	Larus audouinii 
	66. 

	X
	Western Yellow-legged Gull 
	Larus cachinnans michahellis 
	67. 

	X
	Lesser Black-backed Gull 
	Larus fuscus graellsi 
	68. 

	1
	Black-headed Gull 
	Larus ridibundus 
	69. 

	15
	Gull-billed Tern 
	Sterna nilotica 
	70. 

	48+
	Sandwich Tern 
	Sterna sandvicensis 
	71. 

	32+
	Black-bellied Sandgrouse 
	Pterocles orientalis 
	72. 

	x
	Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon 
	Columba livia 
	73. 

	3
	Stock Pigeon 
	Columba oenas 
	74. 

	X
	Common Woodpigeon 
	Columba palumbus 
	75. 

	X
	Eurasian Turtle Dove 
	Streptopelia turtur 
	76. 

	X
	Eurasian Collared Dove 
	Streptopelia decaocto 
	77. 

	X
	Laughing Dove 
	Streptopelia senegalensis 
	78. 

	2
	Pharaoh Eagle Owl 
	Bubo  ascalaphus
	79. 

	3
	Little Owl 
	Athene noctua saharae (solitudinis)
	80. 

	3
	Alpine Swift 
	Tachymarptis melba 
	81. 

	X
	Common Swift 
	Apus apus 
	82. 

	X
	Pallid Swift 
	Apus pallidus 
	83. 

	X
	Little Swift 
	Apus affinis 
	84. 

	25+
	Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 
	Merops  persicus chrysocercus
	85. 

	X
	European Bee-eater 
	Merops apiaster 
	86. 

	1
	European Roller 
	Coracias garrulus 
	87. 

	8
	Eurasian Hoopoe 
	Upupa epops 
	88. 

	3
	Eurasian Wryneck 
	Jynx torquilla 
	89. 

	H
	Great Spotted Woodpecker 
	Dendrocopos major 
	90. 

	2
	Levaillant's Woodpecker 
	Picus viridis  vaillantii
	91. 

	X
	Bar-tailed Lark 
	Ammomanes cincturus arenicolor
	92. 

	X
	Desert Lark 
	Ammomanes deserti payni (monodi)
	93. 

	4
	Greater Hoopoe Lark 
	Alaemon alaudipes 
	94. 

	6
	Thick-billed Lark 
	Ramphocoris clotbey 
	95. 

	X
	Greater Short-toed Lark 
	Calandrella cinerea rubiginosa
	96. 

	5
	Lesser Short-toed Lark 
	Calandrella rufescens minor
	97. 

	16
	Crested Lark 
	Galerida cristata randonii
	98. 

	X
	Thekla Lark 
	Galerida  theklae aguirrei
	99. 

	2
	Wood Lark 
	Lullula arborea 
	100. 

	h
	Sky Lark 
	Alauda arvensis harterti
	101. 

	3
	Horned Lark 
	Eremophila alpestris atlas
	102. 

	20
	Temminck's Lark 
	Eremophila alpestris  bilopha
	103. 

	X
	Bank Swallow 
	Riparia riparia 
	104. 

	2
	Plain Martin 
	Riparia paludicola mauretanica
	105. 

	X
	Eurasian Crag Martin 
	Hirundo rupestris 
	106. 

	X
	Barn Swallow 
	Hirundo rustica 
	107. 

	13+
	Red-rumped Swallow 
	Hirundo daurica rufula 
	108. 

	X
	House Martin 
	Delichon urbica 
	109. 

	X
	White Wagtail 
	Motacilla alba 
	110. 

	
	Moroccan Wagtail 
	Motacilla alba subpersonata 
	111. 

	10
	Blue-headed Wagtail 
	Motacilla flava 
	112. 

	X
	Yellow Wagtail 
	Motacilla flava flavissima 
	113. 

	
	Ashy-headed Wagtail 
	Motacilla flava cinereocapilla 
	114. 

	
	Spanish Yellow Wagtail 
	Motacilla flava iberiae 
	115. 

	9
	Grey Wagtail 
	Motacilla cinerea 
	116. 

	2
	Tawny Pipit 
	Anthus campestris 
	117. 

	4
	Tree Pipit 
	Anthus trivialis 
	118. 

	3
	Meadow Pipit 
	Anthus pratensis 
	119. 

	1
	Water Pipit 
	Anthus spinoletta 
	120. 

	X
	Common Bulbul 
	Pycnonotus barbatus 
	121. 

	2
	Firecrest 
	Regulus ignicapillus 
	122. 

	H
	Eurasian Wren 
	Troglodytes troglodytes 
	123. 

	2
	Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush 
	Monticola saxatilis 
	124. 

	11
	Blue Rock Thrush 
	Monticola solitarius 
	125. 

	X
	Eurasian Blackbird 
	Turdus merula mauretanica
	126. 

	1
	Song Thrush 
	Turdus philomelos 
	127. 

	1
	Mistle Thrush 
	Turdus viscivorus bonapartei
	128. 

	X
	Zitting Cisticola 
	Cisticola juncidis 
	129. 

	X
	Cetti's Warbler 
	Cettia cetti 
	130. 

	1
	Sedge Warbler 
	Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
	131. 

	6
	Eurasian Reed Warbler 
	Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
	132. 

	14
	W. Olivaceous Warbler 
	Hippolais pallida opaca
	133. 

	7
	Melodious Warbler 
	Hippolais polyglotta 
	134. 

	X
	Willow Warbler 
	Phylloscopus trochilus 
	135. 

	X
	Common Chiffchaff 
	Phylloscopus collybita 
	136. 

	8
	Western Bonelli's Warbler 
	Phylloscopus bonelli 
	137. 

	1
	Wood Warbler 
	Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
	138. 

	X
	Blackcap 
	Sylvia atricapilla 
	139. 

	X
	Greater Whitethroat 
	Sylvia communis 
	140. 

	2
	African Desert Warbler 
	Sylvia nana deserti
	141. 

	1
	Western Orphean Warbler 
	Sylvia hortensis hortensis
	142. 

	X
	Subalpine Warbler 
	Sylvia cantillans 
	143. 

	X
	Sardinian Warbler 
	Sylvia melanocephala 
	144. 

	1
	Tristram's Warbler 
	Sylvia deserticola moroccana
	145. 

	X
	Sppoted Flycatcher
	
	146. 

	X
	European Pied Flycatcher 
	Ficedula hypoleuca speculigera
	147. 

	X
	European Robin 
	Erithacus rubecula 
	148. 

	X
	Common Nightingale 
	Luscinia megarhynchos 
	149. 

	5
	Black Redstart 
	Phoenicurus ochruros gibralteriensis
	150. 

	15+
	Common Redstart 
	Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
	151. 

	10
	Moussier's Redstart 
	Phoenicurus moussieri 
	152. 

	7
	Whinchat 
	Saxicola rubetra 
	153. 

	X
	Common Stonechat 
	Saxicola torquata 
	154. 

	X
	White-crowned Wheatear 
	Oenanthe leucopyga augra
	155. 

	X
	Black Wheatear 
	Oenanthe leucura 
	156. 

	X
	Northern Wheatear 
	Oenanthe oenanthe 
	157. 

	3
	Seebohm's Wheatear 
	Oenanthe oenanthe seebohmi 
	158. 

	2
	Mourning Wheatear 
	Oenanthe lugens halophila
	159. 

	8
	Red-rumped Wheatear 
	Oenanthe moesta 
	160. 

	16
	Black-eared Wheatear 
	Oenanthe hispanica 
	161. 

	30+
	Desert Wheatear 
	Oenanthe deserti homochroa
	162. 

	4
	Fulvous Babbler 
	Turdoides fulvus moroccanus
	163. 

	2
	Coal Tit 
	Periparus ater atlas
	164. 

	X
	Great Tit 
	Parus major excelsus
	165. 

	X
	African Blue Tit 
	Cyanistess ultramarinus 
	166. 

	X
	Southern Grey Shrike 
	Lanius meridionalis algeriensis
	167. 

	X
	Southern Grey Shrike 
	Lanius meridionalis elegans
	168. 

	X
	Woodchat Shrike 
	Lanius senator 
	169. 

	X
	Black-crowned Tchagra 
	Tchagra senegala cucullata
	170. 

	X
	Eurasian Jay 
	Garrulus glandarius minor
	171. 

	X
	Eurasian Magpie 
	Pica pica mauretanica
	172. 

	X
	Red-billed Chough 
	Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax barbarus
	173. 

	X
	Yellow-billed Chough 
	Pyrrhocorax graculus 
	174. 

	28
	Brown-necked Raven 
	Corvus ruficollis 
	175. 

	2
	Common Raven 
	Corvus corax tingitanus
	176. 

	X
	Spotless Starling 
	Sturnus unicolor 
	177. 

	X
	House Sparrow 
	Passer domesticus tingitanus
	178. 

	62+
	Spanish Sparrow 
	Passer hispaniolensis 
	179. 

	5
	Desert Sparrow 
	Passer simplex 
	180. 

	X
	Rock Sparrow 
	Petronia petronia barbara
	181. 

	X
	Chaffinch 
	Fringilla coelebs africana
	182. 

	X
	European Greenfinch 
	Carduelis chloris 
	183. 

	X
	European Goldfinch 
	Carduelis carduelis 
	184. 

	X
	Eurasian Linnet 
	Carduelis cannabina 
	185. 

	X
	European Serin 
	Serinus serinus 
	186. 

	2
	Hawfinch 
	Coccothraustes coccothraustes burryi
	187. 

	3
	Crimson-winged Finch 
	Rhodopechys sanguinea aliena
	188. 

	X
	Trumpeter Finch 
	Rhodopechys githaginea zedlitzi
	189. 

	H
	Cirl Bunting 
	Emberiza cirlus 
	190. 

	1
	Rock Bunting 
	Emberiza cia africana
	191. 

	7
	Ortolan Bunting 
	Emberiza hortulana 
	192. 

	X
	House Bunting 
	Emberiza striolata sahari
	193. 

	X
	Corn Bunting 
	Emberiza calandra 
	194. 


