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DAY 1  Friday 19th March

With terrible British weather and blocked motorways it was amazing and lucky for a few that everyone met and checked in for our early evening flight to Casablanca, connecting to Marrakech, Morocco. On arrival we were met by my friend and co-leader for this tour Josele and our ground agent Moha. Once aboard our coach we drove to our hotel where a comfy bed was much appreciated.

DAY 2  Saturday 20th March

After a 7.30am breakfast we set off on the two hour drive to the Atlas Mountains. As we passed through the city both Pallid and Little Swifts were seen. We continued on driving through arable farmland until in the distance the snow covered peaks could be seen against a clear blue sky. Winding our way up towards the ski resort of Oukaimeden we spotted several Black Wheatears, Crested Larks and Red-rumped Swallows along the roadside. As we neared the top a couple of stunning Moussier’s Redstarts were spotted posing on top of some rocks, while at the ski resort itself there were hundreds of Yellow-billed Choughs and a couple of Red-billed Choughs. Parking near the ski lift we walked the track that edged the snow line. There were lots of Horned Larks including many in full breeding plumage with nice long horns. Rock Sparrows were present in quite large flocks and with careful searching our main target bird was found by Audrey, first one and then up to six Crimson-winged Finches. Superb! After enjoying these prized birds we went to a nearby café and ate our picnic lunches and enjoyed a local coffee. More choughs were watched and some nice sets of rocks and fossils purchased from the locals. Heading down the mountain a roadside stop in a rocky gorge found us a couple of Blue Rock Thrushes, and further down a Long-legged Buzzard being mobbed by an African Tit, recently split from Blue Tit and a much more intense blue! A small section of wood was investigated and a very obliging Rock Bunting was enjoyed buy everyone while Mistle Thrush, Great, Coal and another African Tit were seen as well as a stunning Moussier’s Redstart.                    Continuing down the mountain, stopping at suitable looking wooded areas, we saw more

Long-legged Buzzards a Short-toed Eagle and finally our second targeted bird, a fine looking male Levaillant’s Woodpecker, which gave excellent views  sat on a tree just 30 yards away. Very happy with our finds we headed back towards Marrakech making a few short stops where we found additional species such as Sardinian Warbler, Eurasian Sparrowhawk,  a couple of obliging House Buntings, Woodchat Shrike, Red-rumped Swallows and a Common Bulbul.

DAY 3  Sunday 21st March

Today was basically going to be a day of travelling. After breakfast we packed our luggage onto the coach. A few Pallid and Little Swifts were seen flying around and a Striped Hawk Moth buzzed the flowers that edged the car park. We then set off through Marrakech and headed towards the Atlas Mountains. A brief roadside stop for a dark and light phase Booted Eagle also produced Thekla Larks, European Serin and a few distant European Bee-eaters which were perched on telegraph wires. Steve (M) then found a beautiful little male Spectacled Warbler sat on a small grassy bush. Everyone enjoyed excellent scope views for several minutes, while Corn Buntings sang from somewhere out of sight. After setting off again another short stop produced Long-legged Buzzard, Short-toed Eagle and Common Kestrel all flying over a rocky hill top. Continuing on we began to climb higher into the mountains and the roads got windier and windier. The next stop, to buy some water, found us in a rather cold and windy habitat at about 2,000 metres where a pale phase Booted Eagle showed well as it hung in the wind. Passing through rocky, barren hillsides we later took another short break. Here a female Black Redstart perched on a tree top, Grey Wagtail and a Eurasian Hoopoe flew past and one or two Common Kestrels were spotted. Eventually after another hour or so we arrived at Ouzazarte where Moha soon got to work organising some tables and lunch in a very busy and popular café. After lunch we passed through more barren stony habitat, and before long stopped beside a large lake and used our scopes to scan its near edges. Two Ospreys were soon spotted sat on the ground and nearby were Grey Heron and Little Egret. A couple of Ruddy Shelducks were then found along with Black-winged Stilt, some distant Little Ringed Plovers, and a few White Wagtails of the Moroccan race (subpersonata). Out on the lake itself were up to six Great Crested Grebes and a single Great Cormorant. A young boy thought wrongly that we might be interested in the spiny lizard he had caught. As ever we would have much prefered to see it not caught! A male Desert Wheatear showed well perched on a small tree before we moved on to our next stop, the famed Tagdilt Track. We had just over an hour to introduce ourselves to some of the special birds that inhabit this vast barren landscape. First there was another Desert Wheatear, shortly followed by a couple of initially elusive Temminck’s Larks spotted by Nick. 

We worked around these birds and everyone eventually saw them well. A young lark caused a little head scratching until it was joined by another and was soon identified as Bar-tailed Lark. A Red-rumped Wheatear was next on the list and this male bird posed nicely for all to see. A distant Western Marsh Harrier only showed briefly, but some Thekla Larks and another Bar-tailed Lark were seen as we returned to the coach. A long day of travelling was finished when we arrived at our very plush hotel.  

DAY 4  Monday 22nd March

With several difficult specialities to find we needed to be in the desert early, so after breakfast we boarded our three 4x4 landrovers and set off towards the Tagdilt Track, where we arrived just as the sun came up over hills. It was quite chilly to start with but this was soon forgotten when we started to find our first birds. Many of the larks were singing and it wasn’t long before we had found and enjoyed excellent views of Bar-tailed, Temminck’s, Greater Short-toed and several superb Hoopoe Larks, which were giving their amazing song flights. Both Red-rumped and Desert Wheatears were easily found, and one Black-eared Wheatear was well watched while a Long-legged Buzzard was seen to fly off. Ground Squirrels were common and would catch the eye as they scurried around, while the short flowering shrubs attracted hundreds of Striped Hawk Moths. As we followed the tracks across this seemingly barren wasteland, occasionally stopping and searching, we must have eventually seen at least ten Hoopoe Larks. A very distant Black-bellied Sandgrouse flew in front of the mountains giving its distinctive bubbly call, and this was shortly followed by two pairs which again were calling, but which this time flew past at a much closer range allowing everyone to get some decent views. Proving the point that some places you need to be at early, we continued our search adding just a few Thekla Larks to the days list. By late morning the birds had stopped singing so we set off and drove to the Gorge de Dades. A couple of roadside stops found Blue Rock Thrush and several Crag Martins, and at a small café where had our picnic lunch, two Desert Larks showed well to everyone. After a relaxed picnic we drove back down the gorge road and then out across a wonderful landscape where just a few locals reside in rock caves. Another Desert Lark was seen and a Short-toed Eagle and Montagu’s Harrier flew past in the distance. It was time to return and search the desert areas of this morning, but this time we adopted a different strategy and sent all three landrovers off in different directions but still keeping within radio contact. It’s great when a plan comes together and Josele soon called the other two vehicles when he found one of our main target species - two Thick-billed Larks!. Five minutes later we all arrived and enjoyed spectacular views of these star birds. Seeing the male in song flight in perfect light is one of those moments that will never be forgotten. After prolonged views we then targeted our last speciality. Heading off in different directions again it was Josele who came up trumps! With all the vehicles joining him we all got out and slowly walked together over the stony ground, and after just a few yards we got our first views of up to nine Crowned Sandgrouse. Gradually we got better and better views of them, until everyone was very happy, after which we left these beautiful birds alone and returned to the vehicles just as the sun was setting. After another great day we returned to our hotel triumphant!  

DAY 5  Tuesday 23rd March

Having finished breakfast, and loaded our luggage and ourselves onto the coach, we drove for a few minutes only before entering the Gorge de Todru. As we wound our way through picturesque scenery and quaint little villages it became more rugged with higher and higher cliffs until eventually we reached a very steep sided narrow gorge with a river running through. This spot was very touristy but we got out of the coach for a very different reason as Noel had spotted a raptor flying overhead. It was an adult Bonelli’s Eagle which gave excellent views as it flew in front of the cliff face. After circling a few times it drifted away down the gorge. Also here were several Crag Martins and amongst the swirling flocks of Pallid Swifts a few larger Alpine Swifts were seen. There wee also plenty of Rock Doves which appeared to be the genuine article. As we drove on the vegetation thinned out leaving rocky hillsides with scattered bushes, which was prime habitat for our next target bird. It didn’t take long before we heard the scratchy call of a Tristram’s Warbler coming from some tiny bushes just a short distance away. Once we had located the bird, telescopes were set up and wonderful views obtained as it sat in the bush and also hopped around the stones – just perfect! Driving out of the gorge we headed towards the desert and Erfoud. A stop for water supplies along the way produced the resident House Buntings plus a distant Brown-necked Raven perched on a pylon, its slender beak still obvious even at that distance. Onward into the desert it became more sandy with occasional palm groves looking like oases. As we approached one such area a couple of Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters were spotted so we got out and enjoyed very good views of four birds sat in a group of trees. A Subalpine Warbler was also seen, but only briefly by a few in the group. The next highlight was a flock of twelve White Storks circling low, and most certainly on their way to Europe. We arrived in Erfoud at lunchtime where a midday meal was quickly arranged and just as quickly eaten. From here we made a short excursion by coach to check an area we wished to visit the following day. With Josele and Moha on the case we carried on towards our hotel in the desert. The road eventually disappeared and gave way to numerous tyre tracks weaving their way across the flat open Hamada. Thirty minutes and we were there. Our French owned hotel with its trees stood out like a little oasis in the vast empty desert. Once settled into our rooms we had a relaxed drink or two and then met for a short walk. Nick had already found a Western Olivaceous Warbler, but unfortunately it eluded the rest of us. In a nearby wadi there were a few Willow Warblers, male Common Redstart and a very obliging Wryneck, and then as we walked back towards the hotel gate another Willow Warbler and Subalpine Warbler were spotted. The gardens  were full of weeds, small bushes, trees and had an area where herbs and plants were grown. Here we found two Bluethroats, Sedge Warbler, Tree and Meadow Pipit, Common Redstart, Northern Wheatear, Black-eared Wheatear and Yellow Wagtail including the (ashy-headed race). At dusk we got brief and poor views of one Egyptian Nightjar and also managed to hear it calling.        

DAY 6  Wednesday 24th March

After an early breakfast we met our three drivers, who were all colourful characters. The three landrovers drove us across the dry barren and very flat Hamada. Our first stop was to look at a perched Lanner Falcon and nearby a male Western Marsh Harrier which was on the ground. We then drove through more fertile areas with wadis full of low green scrub. Hoopoe Larks and a Woodchat Shrike were found before we arrived at Urb Chebbi, the huge impressive dunes that are a photographer’s dream. Here in the Tamarisk bushes and trees which surround one of the cafes there was Bluethroat, many Subalpine Warblers, Common Redstart, and Laughing Dove. Then Josele spotted our target bird. There were a pair of ghost like Desert Sparrows in the Tamarisk bushes. Half the group managed to see these birds before they flew off and over the café. Continuing our search we discovered many more Subalpine Warblers, a Nightingale and two Western Bonelli’s Warblers. Moving on to another café a further pair Desert Sparrows were found, which this time showed very well to everyone. With White-crowned Wheatear also showing nicely we boarded our landrovers and headed back into the desert and an undisclosed site where we met our local expert guide, a man who works for the King on the few remaining Houbara Bustards. Following him for miles into the desert we made stops to look at Southern Grey Shrike and a rather elusive and flighty Fulvous Babbler. Eventually, in an area that looked just like many others, our guides found fresh footprints of an adult bustard and two chicks. They followed the tracks on foot for several kilometres but unfortunately no birds were found. A male Montagu’s Harrier was seen by most of the group and there were more Southern Grey Shrikes, and Desert Wheatears. Lunch time arrived so we set off to the lake at Merzouga where we positioned ourselves by the shore and tucked into our picnic. There were hundreds of Ruddy Shelduck present along with Black-winged Stilts, including a flock of two hundred. Further scanning produced thirty or more White Storks, two Greater Flamingos a Common Redshank, three Kentish Plovers, Sedge Warbler and flocks of Yellow Wagtails that held four different sub-species. After some amusing antics trying to catch a Dirham note that had got blown away we set off to another special site. Stopping along the way for coffee and tea, we saw more Desert Sparrows, and a Wryneck which was found by Phil. Having arrived, it was only a short walk before all scopes were trained on a small cave on a rock face where a fantastic Pharaoh Eagle-owl stood looking at us. This excellent bird was enjoyed by all while a nearby nest held a family of less impressive Brown-necked Ravens. Finally we drove back to our desert hotel and tried once more for Egyptian Nightjar. Unfortunately the night was colder and more cloudy than yesterday and there were no sightings. However we were cheered up by our evening meal of two whole lambs cooked in a special Moroccan style. It was a real feast and a great way to end our time spent in the desert.   

DAY 7  Thursday 25th March

A walk before breakfast, searching a nearby wadi, gave us lots of Subalpine Warblers, a surprising number of Western Bonelli’s Warblers, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff and Common Whitethroat. Also seen were one or two Wrynecks, Common Redstart, a flock of forty five European Bee-eaters and several Woodchat Shrikes. After a few hundred metres there were some larger trees. From here we all enjoyed much better views of a group of Fulvous Babblers, two birds showing particularly well before slowly returning for breakfast. We then loaded up and drove just few kilometres from the hotel. Leaving our coach parked in the desert we walked to a wadi with small scattered bushes and grasses. A call above us drew our attention to a Collared Pratincole flying over, and a pair of Hoopoe Larks were easily seen. As we continued our search through the dunes and scrub Black-eared Wheatear, Northern Wheatear including a male of the seebohm’s race with an all dark throat were found. Another Hoopoe Lark was seen, as well as Woodchat Shrike, and Willow Warbler. Then after several hours we found our target, African Desert Warbler. We watched a pair of them for a long time and enjoyed superb views as they carried bits of grass to the start of a nest. My efforts in trying to get the coach driver to cross the desert and pick us up seemed to amuse everyone, but eventually it arrived and after a five minute run around I relocated one of the warblers so Josele, Anne and John got to see it. We then left for our long journey back to Ourzazate. Near our destination we stopped and thoroughly searched an area of desert. Black-eared, White-crowned and Desert Wheatears were seen, as well as Bar-tailed Lark, Wryneck, Subalpine Warbler, Common Nightingale and for some of the group a Scrub Warbler. It was almost dusk as we continued our last drive which had started with a mass of migrating locust filling the sky and splatting on our windscreen. A few raptors were on the move as well, and overhead we saw several Short-toed Snake Eagles, Western Marsh Harriers, Booted Eagle and Kestrel. Driving through a sunset we eventually arrived at our hotel.

DAY 8  Friday 26th March

An early start saw us on the road again towards our final destination of Agidir. Passing through ever changing landscapes our first stop was when Nick spotted a Mourning Wheatear beside the road. We got out of the coach and re-found the male bird, which promptly flew to the next ridge and then disappeared over the top. We walked over and after a thorough search Rod found it sat on a distant hill top. It stayed there for a short time before disappearing again, and this time it wasn’t relocated. Back on the coach we continued our long journey. Several flocks of European Bee-eaters were seen and a migration of Black Kites. Anne spotted a Barbary Partridge which ran away into the rocky desert, and later the driver spotted another possible partridge on a rock. While Josele checked it out I spotted a Eurasian Griffon Vulture flying high overhead. We all jumped out of the coach and nearly everyone saw it. Continuing through the Sous valley the scenery changed to more fertile land with many trees and fields full of wild flowers. Flocks of White Storks were seen and good numbers of Southern Grey Shrikes, this time of the darker race (algeriensis). Our lunch today, taken at a small restaurant, caused the locals far too much trouble, and confusion reigned. Eventually the last section of our journey got us through the traffic of Agidir and on to the Oued Sous, a river estuary beside the King’s Palace. Scanning across the water to several little muddy spits and islands we soon notched up a good list of birds. Lots of Eurasian Spoonbills and Grey Herons perched near to each

other, Gull-billed Terns and the occasional Sandwich Tern flew past and amongst the waders we found Common Greenshank, Common Redshank, Dunlin, Little Stint, Sanderling, Curlew, Ringed and Grey Plover. A Stone-curlew was also seen. Moving on a little we found Sardinian Warblers in the roadside scrub, and then from a concrete platform we spotted Oystercatcher, Black and Bar-tailed Godwits, and some distant Greater Flamingos. We then walked beside the estuary towards the mouth of the river. Little Ringed and good numbers of Kentish Plovers were seen as well as Collared Pratincole, and Black-headed and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Anne spotted an Osprey sat  on the mud. I don’t mean Anne was sat on the mud the Osprey was!!! Excellent views were enjoyed and we continued to walk the last section to view the many roosting gulls. A flock of Greater Flamingos looked wonderful in flight, more Spoonbills went over, another Collared Pratincole was seen and going through the gulls we found a single Slender-billed, Lesser Black-backed, Yellow-legged and some very attractive Audouin’s Gulls. Eventually up to forty Audouin’s were seen before the cold got the better of us and we returned to the coach. A nesting Zitting Cisticola was seen well, and there were some reasonable views of the Moroccan race of Magpie with the blue around the eye. In a drainage ditch close to where we had parked Green and Wood Sandpiper, Ashy headed and White Wagtail (subpersonata) were all seen and then later, a short time before it got dark we got to see a Red-necked Nightjar sat on the open track. Amazingly after enjoying this we were walking back to the coach when an owl flew through the trees and appeared to land. It was soon located where its puffed out stance made it look a little unusual. Taking into account the plumage details the bird was subsequently identified as Long-eared Owl, ending another good day.  

DAY 9  Saturday 27th March

After this morning’s breakfast we set off north through the city and along the coast towards Tamri. Driving along we could see hundreds of gulls out at sea feeding behind several fishing boats. We had to avoid the temptation to stop as the species we were going to look for was a Moroccan speciality and best found around 9.00am. Many Pallid Swifts were spotted flying along the cliff tops, and then as we rounded our final corner at 9.00am precisely, would you believe! we were thrilled to see a flock of twenty nine Bald Ibis sat on the rocks beside the road. By the time we had got out of the coach they were flying to some nearby fields and here we enjoyed superb views of these critically endangered birds. Many of the group agreed that this strange bird was far more impressive than the book illustrations portrayed. We watched these birds for ages before they again flew to the mouth of the nearby estuary. Steve (M) then found an adult Mediterranean Gull in a distant flock of gulls. After looking at this we scanned the sea, seeing Northern Gannets, while closer in the scrub a Zitting Cisticola was found. Heading back towards Agadir we stopped to do a little seawatch and this produced two Cory’s Shearwaters, lots 

more Northern Gannets and a single dark phase Arctic Skua. Our lunch today was a special affair as 

we visited the fishing harbour and its rows of small restaurants. An amazing selection of fresh fish, prawns and calamari was served up and it was absolutely delicious. Leaving the harbour and Agadir behind us we made the hour long drive to the Oued Massa, a fertile bird rich estuary and river valley. Driving slowly alongside the river we spotted a few Little Grebes amongst the hoards of Coots and then a Black-crowned Tchagra flew across in front of the coach. We all jumped out and soon relocated it before it disappeared for good. Other birds here included Turtle Doves, Chiffchaffs, Common and Moussier’s Redstarts and a Western Olivaceous Warbler. Walking a little further there were Great Cormorants of the Moroccan race (maroccanus) and a very well marked Western Marsh Harrier. Our next target species was then found in the form of two distant Marbled Ducks. In scrub behind the dunes a Barbary Partridge was spotted. We then found Southern Grey and Woodchat Shrike, Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff. In the bushes were more Moussier’s Redstarts, Common Redstart, Western Olivaceous Warbler and two very showy Black-crowned Tchagras. More Marbled Ducks were spotted along with Pintail, Pochard and a Greater Flamingo. Views from a deserted building on the water’s edge produced a few waders including Ruff, Little Stints and Common Snipe while the walk back found us Serins, Linnets and Corn Buntings, plus two very obliging Magpies of the Moroccan race (mauritanica). To end the day we decided to check an area of high stony fields. Here as the sun started to sink in the sky we saw four Montagu’s Harrier’s and several Lesser Short-toed Larks. Beaten by the setting sun we returned to the coach and headed back to Agidir and an end to our birding in Morocco. 

DAY 10  Sunday 28th March

This morning we made our way to Agadir airport for our return journey back to Britain via Casablanca. A relaxed flight eventually saw us arrive at Heathrow where this successful, speciality finding tour of Morroco concluded. On behalf of Josele and myself, I would like to thank everyone who took part in this tour for making it such a success, finding so many special birds whilst having so much fun.! Note: Most of the photos in this report were taken by Steve Bird using a digital camera. The bird shots were of the actual birds we saw and the photos were taken by hand holding the camera to the telescope after everyone had looked first. Extra shots were also included (Josele) - Pharoah Eagle-owl, (Nick Scarle) – Temminck’s Lark, Bald Ibis, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, Greater Flamingos and Great Cormorant. I thank them both.

 BIRDLIST FOR MOROCCO March 2004

	SPECIES
	Scientific Name
	No of days out of  9 recorded

	Highest daily count 

C.= Common

LC = Locally Common

H or h.= Heard only

N/C.= No count 

	1 
	Little Grebe 
	Tachybaptus ruficollis 
	1
	6

	2 
	Great Crested Grebe 
	Podiceps cristatus 
	1
	6

	3 
	Cory's Shearwater 
	Calonectris diomedea 
	1
	2

	4 
	Northern Gannet 
	Morus bassanus 
	1
	50+

	5 
	Great Cormorant 
	Phalacrocorax carbo maroccanus
	2
	20+

	6 
	Grey Heron 
	Ardea cinerea 
	4
	3

	7 
	Little Egret 
	Egretta garzetta 
	4
	2

	8 
	Cattle Egret 
	Bubulcus ibis 
	7
	20

	9 
	White Stork 
	Ciconia ciconia 
	6
	80

	10 
	Bald Ibis
	Geronticus eremita 
	1
	29

	11 
	Glossy Ibis 
	Plegadis falcinellus 
	1
	16

	12 
	Eurasian Spoonbill 
	Platalea leucorodia 
	1
	80+

	13 
	Greater Flamingo 
	Phoenicopterus ruber 
	3
	120

	14 
	Ruddy Shelduck 
	Tadorna ferruginea 
	2
	100

	15 
	Eurasian Wigeon 
	Anas penelope 
	1
	3

	16 
	Common Teal 
	Anas crecca 
	1
	5

	17 
	Common Pochard
	Aythya ferina
	1
	4

	18 5
	Mallard 
	Anas platyrhynchos 
	2
	1

	19 
	Northern Pintail 
	Anas acuta 
	1
	10

	20 
	Marbled Teal 
	Marmaronetta angustirostris 
	1
	20

	21 
	Osprey 
	Pandion haliaetus 
	2
	5

	22 
	Black Kite 
	Milvus migrans 
	1
	60+

	23 
	Griffon Vulture
	Gyps fulvus
	1
	1

	24 
	Short-toed Eagle 
	Circaetus gallicus 
	4
	2

	25 
	Western Marsh Harrier 
	Circus aeruginosus harterti
	4
	2

	26 
	Montagu's Harrier 
	Circus pygargus 
	3
	4

	27 
	Eurasian Sparrowhawk 
	Accipiter nisus punicus
	1
	1

	28 
	Common Buzzard 
	Buteo buteo 
	1
	1

	29 1
	Long-legged Buzzard 
	Buteo rufinus cirtensis
	5
	5

	30 
	Bonelli's Eagle 
	Hieraaetus fasciatus 
	1
	1

	31 
	Booted Eagle 
	Hieraaetus pennatus 
	3
	4

	32 
	Eurasian Kestrel 
	Falco tinnunculus 
	7
	30+

	33 
	Lanner Falcon 
	Falco biarmicus erlangeri
	2
	2

	34 
	Barbary Partridge 
	Alectoris barbara spatzi
	1
	1

	35 
	Common Moorhen 
	Gallinula chloropus 
	2
	4

	36 
	Eurasian Coot 
	Fulica atra 
	1
	100

	37 
	Eurasian Oystercatcher 
	Haematopus ostralegus 
	1
	50

	38 
	Black-winged Stilt 
	Himantopus himantopus 
	4
	400

	39 
	Pied Avocet 
	Recurvirostra avosetta 
	2
	80

	40 
	Eurasian Thick-knee 
	Burhinus oedicnemus saharae
	1
	1

	41 
	Collared Pratincole 
	Glareola pratincola 
	2
	5

	42 
	Black-bellied Plover 
	Pluvialis squatarola 
	1
	10

	43 
	Common Ringed Plover 
	Charadrius hiaticula 
	2
	30+

	44 
	Little Ringed Plover 
	Charadrius dubius 
	2
	3

	45 
	Kentish Plover 
	Charadrius alexandrinus 
	2
	40+

	46 
	Common Snipe 
	Gallinago gallinago 
	1
	2

	47 
	Black-tailed Godwit 
	Limosa limosa 
	1
	2

	48 
	Bar-tailed Godwit 
	Limosa lapponica 
	2
	2

	49 
	Eurasian Curlew 
	Numenius arquata 
	1
	12

	50 
	Common Redshank 
	Tringa totanus 
	3
	6

	51 
	Common Greenshank 
	Tringa nebularia 
	2
	2

	52 
	Green Sandpiper 
	Tringa ochropus 
	3
	1

	53 
	Wood Sandpiper 
	Tringa glareola 
	1
	1

	54 
	Common Sandpiper 
	Actitis hypoleucos  
	2
	2

	55 
	Red Knot 
	Calidris canutus 
	1
	1

	56 
	Sanderling 
	Calidris alba 
	1
	40

	57 
	Little Stint 
	Calidris minuta 
	2
	10

	58 
	Curlew Sandpiper 
	Calidris ferruginea 
	2
	150

	59 
	Dunlin 
	Calidris alpina 
	2
	20+

	60 
	Ruff 
	Philomachus pugnax 
	1
	2

	61 
	Arctic Skua 
	Stercorarius parasiticus 
	1
	1

	62 
	Audouin's Gull 
	Larus audouinii 
	2
	40

	63 
	Western Yellow-legged Gull 
	Larus cachinnans michahellis 
	2
	10

	64 
	Lesser Black-backed Gull 
	Larus fuscus graellsi 
	2
	200

	65 
	Black-headed Gull 
	Larus ridibundus 
	1
	12

	66 
	Slender-billed Gull 
	Larus genei 
	1
	1

	67 
	Mediterranean Gull 
	Larus melanocephalus 
	1
	1

	68 
	Gull-billed Tern 
	Sterna nilotica 
	2
	30+

	69 
	Sandwich Tern 
	Sterna sandvicensis 
	2
	150

	70 
	Black-bellied Sandgrouse 
	Pterocles orientalis 
	1
	4

	71 
	Crowned Sandgrouse 
	Pterocles coronatus 
	1
	9

	72 
	Rock Dove 
	Columba livia 
	1
	20

	73 
	Feral Pigeon 
	Columba livia 'feral' 
	8
	C

	74 
	Stock Pigeon 
	Columba oenas 
	1
	3

	75 
	Common Woodpigeon 
	Columba palumbus 
	4
	N/C

	76 
	Eurasian Turtle Dove 
	Streptopelia turtur 
	2
	10

	77 
	Eurasian Collared Dove 
	Streptopelia decaocto 
	8
	L/C

	78 
	Laughing Dove 
	Streptopelia senegalensis 
	3
	4

	79 
	Pharaoh Eagle Owl 
	Bubo  ascalaphus
	1
	1

	80 
	Little Owl 
	Athene noctua saharae (solitudinis)
	2
	2

	81 
	Northern Long-eared Owl 
	Asio otus 
	1
	1

	82 
	Red-necked Nightjar 
	Caprimulgus ruficollis 
	1
	1

	83 
	Egyptian Nightjar 
	Caprimulgus aegyptius 
	1
	1

	84 
	Common Swift 
	Apus apus 
	4
	N/C

	85 
	Pallid Swift 
	Apus pallidus 
	5
	L/C

	86 
	Little Swift 
	Apus affinis 
	3
	L/C

	87 
	Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 
	Merops  persicus chrysocercus
	2
	7

	88 
	European Bee-eater 
	Merops apiaster 
	5
	30

	89 
	Eurasian Hoopoe 
	Upupa epops 
	6
	2

	90 
	Eurasian Wryneck 
	Jynx torquilla 
	4
	2

	91 
	Great Spotted Woodpecker 
	Dendrocopos major 
	1
	1

	92 
	Levaillant's Woodpecker 
	Picus viridis  vaillantii
	1
	2

	93 
	Bar-tailed Lark 
	Ammomanes cincturus arenicolor
	4
	8

	94 
	Desert Lark 
	Ammomanes deserti payni (monodi)
	3
	4

	95 
	Greater Hoopoe Lark 
	Alaemon alaudipes 
	3
	12

	96 
	Thick-billed Lark 
	Ramphocoris clotbey 
	1
	2

	97 
	Greater Short-toed Lark 
	Calandrella cinerea rubiginosa
	3
	25+

	98 
	Lesser Short-toed Lark 
	Calandrella rufescens minor
	1
	2

	99 
	Crested Lark 
	Galerida cristata randonii
	7
	L/C

	100 
	Thekla Lark 
	Galerida  theklae aguirrei
	5
	6+

	101 
	Sky Lark 
	Alauda arvensis harterti
	1
	1

	102 
	Horned Lark 
	Eremophila alpestris atlas
	1
	10

	103 
	Temminck's Lark 
	Eremophila alpestris  bilopha
	2
	15

	104 
	Bank Swallow 
	Riparia riparia 
	3
	4

	105 
	Eurasian Crag Martin 
	Hirundo rupestris 
	2
	4

	106 
	Barn Swallow 
	Hirundo rustica 
	8
	L/C

	107 
	Red-rumped Swallow 
	Hirundo daurica rufula 
	3
	2

	108 
	House Martin 
	Delichon urbica 
	4
	2

	109 
	White Wagtail 
	Motacilla alba 
	3
	1

	
	Moroccan Wagtail 
	Motacilla alba subpersonata 
	2
	3

	110 
	Blue-headed Wagtail 
	Motacilla flava 
	1
	80

	
	Yellow Wagtail 
	Motacilla flava flavissima 
	1
	1

	
	Ashy-headed Wagtail 
	Motacilla flava cinereocapilla 
	3
	5

	
	Black-headed Wagtail
	Motacilla flava feldegg
	1
	1

	111 
	Grey Wagtail 
	Motacilla cinerea 
	3
	2

	112 
	Tawny Pipit 
	Anthus campestris 
	1
	1

	113 
	Tree Pipit 
	Anthus trivialis 
	2
	2

	114 
	Meadow Pipit 
	Anthus pratensis 
	1
	2

	115 
	Common Bulbul 
	Pycnonotus barbatus 
	7
	L/C

	116 
	Firecrest 
	Regulus ignicapillus 
	1
	1

	
	Eurasian Wren 
	Troglodytes troglodytes 
	1
	h

	117 
	Blue Rock Thrush 
	Monticola solitarius 
	4
	2

	118 
	Eurasian Blackbird 
	Turdus merula mauretanica
	8
	L/C

	119 
	Mistle Thrush 
	Turdus viscivorus bonapartei
	1
	1

	120 
	Zitting Cisticola 
	Cisticola juncidis 
	2
	4

	121 
	Streaked Scrub Warbler 
	Scotocerca inquieta saharae
	1
	1

	
	Cetti's Warbler 
	Cettia cetti 
	2
	h

	122 
	Sedge Warbler 
	Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
	3
	2

	123 
	W. Olivaceous Warbler 
	Hippolais pallida opaca
	1
	2

	124 
	Willow Warbler 
	Phylloscopus trochilus 
	5
	30+

	125 
	Common Chiffchaff 
	Phylloscopus collybita 
	4
	3

	126 
	Western Bonelli's Warbler 
	Phylloscopus bonelli 
	2
	6

	127 
	Blackcap 
	Sylvia atricapilla 
	1
	1

	128 
	Greater Whitethroat 
	Sylvia communis 
	1
	1

	129 
	African Desert Warbler 
	Sylvia nana deserti
	1
	2

	130 
	Subalpine Warbler 
	Sylvia cantillans 
	4
	30

	131 
	Sardinian Warbler 
	Sylvia melanocephala 
	3
	4

	132 
	Spectacled Warbler 
	Sylvia conspicillata 
	1
	1

	133 
	Tristram's Warbler 
	Sylvia deserticola moroccana
	1
	1

	134 
	Common Nightingale 
	Luscinia megarhynchos 
	3
	2

	135 
	Bluethroat 
	Luscinia svecica 
	2
	2

	136 
	Black Redstart 
	Phoenicurus ochruros gibralteriensis
	2
	2

	137 
	Common Redstart 
	Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
	4
	4

	138 
	Moussier's Redstart 
	Phoenicurus moussieri 
	4
	5

	139 
	Common Stonechat 
	Saxicola torquata 
	1
	4

	140 
	White-crowned Wheatear 
	Oenanthe leucopyga augra
	5
	10

	141 
	Black Wheatear 
	Oenanthe leucura 
	5
	5

	142 
	Northern Wheatear 
	Oenanthe oenanthe 
	8
	4

	
	Seebohm's Wheatear 
	Oenanthe oenanthe seebohmi 
	1
	1

	143 
	Mourning Wheatear 
	Oenanthe lugens halophila
	1
	1

	144 
	Red-rumped Wheatear 
	Oenanthe moesta 
	2
	8

	145 
	Black-eared Wheatear 
	Oenanthe hispanica 
	5
	6

	146 
	Desert Wheatear 
	Oenanthe deserti homochroa
	5
	8

	147 
	Fulvous Babbler 
	Turdoides fulvus moroccanus
	3
	4

	148 
	Coal Tit 
	Periparus ater atlas
	1
	2

	149 
	Great Tit 
	Parus major excelsus
	1
	4

	150 
	African Blue Tit 
	Cyanistess ultramarinus 
	1
	2

	151 
	Southern Grey Shrike 
	Lanius meridionalis algeriensis
	3
	8

	152 
	Woodchat Shrike 
	Lanius senator 
	5
	8

	153 
	Black-crowned Tchagra 
	Tchagra senegala cucullata
	1
	4

	154 
	Eurasian Magpie 
	Pica pica mauretanica
	3
	6

	155 
	Red-billed Chough 
	Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax barbarus
	2
	8

	156 
	Yellow-billed Chough 
	Pyrrhocorax graculus 
	1
	200

	157 
	Brown-necked Raven 
	Corvus ruficollis 
	2
	3+

	158 
	Common Raven 
	Corvus corax tingitanus
	3
	4

	159 
	Spotless Starling 
	Sturnus unicolor 
	4
	20

	160 
	House Sparrow 
	Passer domesticus tingitanus
	8
	L/C

	161 
	Desert Sparrow 
	Passer simplex 
	1
	4

	162 
	Rock Sparrow 
	Petronia petronia barbara
	1
	50

	163 
	Chaffinch 
	Fringilla coelebs africana
	3
	6

	164 
	European Greenfinch 
	Carduelis chloris 
	2
	2

	165 
	European Goldfinch 
	Carduelis carduelis 
	5
	6

	166 
	Eurasian Linnet 
	Carduelis cannabina 
	1
	4

	167 
	European Serin 
	Serinus serinus 
	5
	10+

	168 
	Crimson-winged Finch 
	Rhodopechys sanguinea aliena
	1
	6

	169 
	Rock Bunting 
	Emberiza cia africana
	1
	2

	170 
	House Bunting 
	Emberiza striolata sahari
	5
	6+

	171 
	Corn Bunting 
	Emberiza calandra 
	3
	6


Other Sightings
	
	Wild Boar
	
	1
	2 adult + 3 piglets

	
	Hare 
	
	
	1

	
	Rabbit
	
	
	N/C

	
	Fat Sand Rat
	
	
	

	
	Ground Squirrel sp?
	
	
	

	
	Striped Hawk Moth
	
	
	C  100s?

	
	Locust
	
	
	1000s ?

	
	Desert Spiny Lizard
	
	
	

	
	Agama Lizard
	
	
	


